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I usually follow com- | 


urchased and circulated, | must say for one that || mittees of Congress and their recommendations 


have little feeling. I think the su gestion made 
by the honorable Senator from New Jersey is 
worthy of a great deal of consideration; that 
while it would be a very fair and proper expendi- 
ture in ordinary times it may be now too expens- 
ive to undertake it, although I in part represent 
a State here, new in its organization, new, neces- 
sarily, in its libraries, and therefore unsup lied 
with the records that the Congressional Globe 
furnishes, and which cannot be obtained from 
any other source. I find myself frequently called 
on for books for the purpose of circulation that 
lam not able to furnish. Since I have been here 
I have sent copies of the Globe, first, to each 
newspaper in my State, and then to each library; 
and that exhausted about all I was entitled to 
receive. 

By some regulation of this Senate I discovered 
myself entitled to but one half the number of books 
that belonged to a Senator. I was a little sur- 
prised when I discovered that regulation. I called 
upon the Vice President before he left to look 
into the matter. We discovered this condition of 
things: thatan order had been made by my pred- 
ecessor transferring to another Senator of this 
body half the number that the seat I occupy, so 
to speak, was entitled to receive. It occurred to 
me that it was a regulation ** more honored in 
the breach than in the observance.’”’ It seemed 
to be a strange thing to me that an outgoing Sena- 
tor was entitled to a very large number of books 
that he might pass over to another by a simple 
order, while the incoming Senator had the re- 
sponsibility of the circulation of intelligence such 
as is communicated by those books to his con- 
stituency. 

I have said that I have observed the rule sug- 
gested by the two Senators on my left, the hon- 
orable Senator from Massachusetts and the hon- 
orable Senator from New. Jersey, of circulating 
these books among all the libraries in my State, 
both cities and villages; and I am now without 
books to nie? ordinary demands. I have a 
letter on my desk, received this morning from one 
of the most prominent and valued citizens of our 
State, asking me to send him the Congressional 
Globe. Ihave none. I have scores of such ap- 
plications. They do not ask them as mere prop- 
erty; but they would be well placed in the hands 
of many such citizens, and I think any reason- 
able appropriation to aid in a fair dissemination 
of this valuable record would be money well 
spent. As to whether each member shall be en- 
titled to the back numbers or not, I confess I am 
not free to advocate or sustain it now, and prefer 
leaving that question to be determined by older 
Senators, and with a view to the economy in- 
volved in that proposition, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, as to the 
question of continuing the publication of the Con- 
gressional Globe | presume there can be but very 
little if any difference of opinion among us. | 
have no doubt, I have no questien of the great 
importance of continuing that publication; I be- 
lieve it is part of the Bistory of the country. 
Nothing is more important than that there should 
be a correct record kept of our proceedings. I 
believe the opinion of the country has settled down 
uponthat. [tis very important,in my judgment, 
to the protection of members themselves, and that 
has been found so. Without the Congressional 
Globe we are at the mercy of everybody who 
chooses to misrepresent our opinions and our acts, 
and it would be impossible utterly in the nature 
of things to counteract the effect that might be pro- 
duced. pending, so far as I am concerned, en- 
tirely upon the Congressional Globe for a record 
of our proceedings, and regarding any other record 
as of no very great importance beyond the day 
and the hour, I prefer, myself, as an. ‘ndividual to 
trust to it. I think it is equally important to all 
of us. . 

The only question, then, that arises is, whatis 
the cheapest and the best mode of continuing the 
publication? And upon that question I am not pre- 


7a 


with reference to those matters, believing that in 
the nature of things they can come to very much 
better conclusions than I can. 
The Senator from California spoke of applica- 
tions that have been made to him for books. I 
suppose each Senator receives the Congressional 
Globes for the sessions during which he isa mem- 
ber of the body. ‘The Globes to which the Sen- 
ator has alluded were probably of the last ses- 
sion. The reason why the Senator has none to 
give is that he is not entitled to any except for 
this session. They will come to him for this ses- 
sion as the member entitled to them; and he will 
find that under the existing laws he will probabl 
have as many as he cares to dispose of. I thin 
under the law as it stands we get something like 
eighty or ninety copies of the Globe apiece, as 
published from Congress to Congress. 
derstand this proposition, it is a proposition to 
furnish full sets of the Globe. They are stereo- 
typed I suppose. 
Mr. ANTHONY. Stereotyped and printed. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. And the publisher sup- 
poses that he can make as much by being em- 
ployed in printing and stereotyping the back num- 
bers, and furnishing a certain number to new 


members, as he can make by an addition to his || 
It is | 
very clear that one thing or the other ought to be || 
The suggestion made by the Senator from 


compensation for printing and publishing. 


done. 
Massachusetts struck me as a very valuable one; 


and that is, that there should be a provision in- | 
serted in the bill thatthey should be furnished by | 


the members to libraries. 


ividual members for voting upon the subject, 
and at the same time would accomplish the most 
valuable purpose that we «ish to accomplish, by 
placing them permanently at different points, 
where they can be consulted by those who wish 


to consult them, and information obtained as to | 
any question upon which persons might desire to | 


consult them. It is merely a matter of computa- 
tion; and if the chairman states that his committee 
have examined the question, and are satisfied that 
it can be done in this way as well asin the other, 
I do not see but what we accomplish as much 
good by adopting this proposition as we should 
do by adding to the price in any other way. | 


take it, about the same amount is to be paid out | 


of the Treasury in either case for the publication 
of the Globe; and in this way we multiply the 
number of full sets of the Globe to be distributed 
among our constituents. It is a matter of entire 
indifference to me how it is done, provided it is 
done in the cheapest possible way, and we accom- 
plish the purpose of continuing the publication, 
which I deem to be a matter of absolute, impera- 
tive necessity. 

Mr. POWELL. The Joint Committee on 
Printing have given this matter very careful and 
mature consideration. As has been said by the 
chairman of the committee, the Senator from 
Rhode Island, something must be done, or the 
- eeempanes of the Congressional Globe must stop. 

here were two propositions before the commit- 
tee. One was to increase the price, and the other 
to fall back upon the original contract made with 
the publisher of the Globe. After several ses- 
sions of the committee, and a full consideration 
of the subject, the committee came to the conclu- 
sion that the bill, as reported by the chairman, 
which has passed the House of Reoranmiaiies, 
was the better proposition, and the one that would 
ultimately cost the Government less moriey. The 
Pree under consideration will cost some 

fteen thousand dollars more this year than the 


Aslun- | 




















other, but it will cost greatly less in all subse- | 


quent years, and it places the Globe upon a per- 
manent foundation. We furthermore thought 
that it was but carrying out the contract origin- 
ally made with the ublisher of the Globe, which 
was abrogated by Congress without his consent. 
I have no question that the Joint Committee on 
Printing have adopted the wisest and best system 
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to continue this work, and one that will ulti- 
mately result in the saving of money to the Gov- 


ernment. I believe that was the unanimous opin- 
ion of the Committees on Printing of both Houses 
when we had this matter under consideration, 
and we had several meetings on the subject. The 
gentlemen of the House committee, as well as 
the gentlemen of the Senate committee, had very 
accurate calculations made about the cost, the re- 
sult of which has been presented by the chairman 
of the Committee on Printing. 

I have no hesitation in saying that this is the 
best proposition we can adopt for the continuation 
of this work. While it will cost more at this 
session it will cost lessat any subsequent session. 
Moreover, 1 think Congress, in abrogating the 


|| contract with the publisher of the Globe, not- 


withstanding’which he has gone on and printed it 
as far as he could, and placed himself in a condi- 
tion to execute his part of it, to say the least of 
it, in my opinion, have not acted in good faith. 
| hope the proposition reported by the Soint Com- 
mittee on Printing, which has passed the House 
of Representatives, will be adopted by the Sen- 
ate. tn the end it will be found to be the most 
economical proposition that can be adopted to 
have the Globe published, and I believe it wiil be 
carrying out the contract with the publisher of 
the Globe in good faith. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I suppose we all desire to 
see the Globe continued. it has produced in the 
past, and will no doubt produce in the future, 


| great public good; but the measure before the 


Senate is one which if it passes will place the es- 


| tablishment upon some permanent footing, as I 
It would take off any | 
saueaaan that might possibly be thrown upon | 
in 


understand the chairman of the joint committee 
to tell us, and as that is the case t think it would 
be better that the Senate should be more full 
than it is at present before the final vote is taken 
on the question. 

As to myself, | am comparatively unadvised 
now, notwithstanding the explanation of my 
friend from Rhode Island, of the operation of this 
bill. The bill gives one cent for every five pages 
oVera certain number, which wasoriginally given 
and was afterwards taken away, a fact that Mr. 
Rives, | think, always complained of; but this 
gives it to him in the future. The honorable 
member tells us that there were two alternative 
propositions before the committee. The first was 
to increase the charges fifty percent. ; the other was 
to distribute the Globe as is proposed to be done 
by one of the sections in this bill. 1 understood 
him to say that the difference between the two 
modes would notaverage more than $15,000; and 
that perhaps would not be the average in a series 
of years. I think he is very much mistaken. I 


| make the suggestion, in order that if the measure 


be postponed he may think of it very maturely, 
that he is very much mistaken when he says it 
will only cost some $15,000 more than would be 
the cost of ny percent. additional. Over the ex- 
penditure of fifty per cent. we shall have some 
control. 

There is—and I think Congress hereafter will 
see it their duty to correct the printing in that 

articular—there is a great deal of matter pub- 
lished which need not be published. It may be 
contracted beneficially certainly to the Govern- 
ment, and beneficial tothe reader. Who is there 
that wades through all the matter in the Globe? 
Speeches—I do not speak of the Senate; I do not 
mention the Senate—but speeches that are not 
made are published; speeches that are only par- 
tially made are published as prepared or after pre- 
pared. ‘That should not be the business of a pa- 
er like this. Ttought to give the debates as they 
all from the lips of the speakers. 

But over the other proposition, if we enter into 
this agreement, we shall have nocontrol. I stated 
that 7 friend perhaps was mistaken as to the 
probable amount that the Treasury would have 
to pay if the bill passes as is proposed. I under- 
stand the seetion of the bill which relates to the 
distribution of the Globe to provide that every 
member of Congress now belonging to either 
body, or who shall hereafter become a momber 
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of either body, if he has not at the time when he 
is a member a complete set of the Globe, isto be 
furnished with a complete set. I had the honor 
to be a member of Congress in 1845, and con- 
tinued until 1849, four years. Several members 





of the Senate are here for the second term; it is | 
\ 
| 


certainly true of the House of Representatives; 
out there is not a member of Congress I think in 
ither body, and there never will be in any future 


Congress, who has a complete set of the Globe. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I have one. 
Mr. SUMNER. I have one also. 
Mr. JOHNSON. For what time? Because 


you have been continously a member. 

Mr. SUMNER. I have one from the begin- 
ning. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. When I first came into 
the Senate they were furnished under the law. 

Mr. JOHNSON. How were they furnished ? 
Those who have been furnished of course would 
not receive them, but those who have not been 
furnished with a full set are to be furnished under 
this resolution; and I do not know how many 
copies will be called for from time to time, 1 


rather think that the immediate draft upon the | 
‘Treasury will be some eighty or one hundred || 


thousand dollar 3. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
nished with them until 1854. 

Mr. ANTHONY 
Maryland the exact figures. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Since 1854-55 only the 


I can give the Senator from | 
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| 





All members were fur- |} 


| 





were members of Congres prior to 1854 had a | 


full set up to that time, 

Mr. JOHNSON. Then I did not look after 
my interest, for | did not get mine. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Every new member on 
entering Congress got the back set up to that 
time; but when we passed the new compensation 
law in 1855-56 that was cut off; butthe members 
of the House of Representatives got them until 
1856. They passed a resolution to that effect. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I beg the Senator’s pardon. 
[ was a member of that Congress. I came here 
in 1855, and we did not get them for that Con- 
The last Congress that received the full 
sets of the Congressional Globe and documents 
was the Thirty-Fourth Congress, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from Ohio 
is a little mistaken, The House of Representa- 
tives passed a resolution to furnish themselves, 
and they coupled with that resolution a provision 
ihat they should be deposited in libraries and in 
public institutions, ‘The Senate refused to agree 
to it. | recollect the controversy between the 
two Houses very well; but it was carried out in 
regard to the House of Representatives, and put 
on an appropriation bill, | believe. 

Mr.SHERMAN., I beg the Senator’s pardon. 
I was a member of that Congress, and, though I 
should have liked very well to get the books, I 
never got them, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. You receivedthem. Not 
for yourself but for public libraries, 

Mr. WILSON. IL understand that a portion of 
the members of that Congress did get them, but 
the matter was stopped in some way. There was 
a difficulty about it; but | know that some mem- 
vers of the House of Representatives did get them. 

Mr. JOHNSON. My object in what 1 have 
said, if | may be permitted to state it now, was 
to move the postponement of this bill until the 
Senate should be full. 


Mr. ANTHONY. 


rreasas 
&! 8 


I have no objection to its 


- postponement if it is desired; but &s it is a mat- 


ter which relates to the business of the Senate, 
if it is to be postponed I should like to have it 
made aspecial order, ifthe Senator who has charge 
of the financial bills will consent to it. 

Mr, FESSENDEN., | have no objection, pro 
vided it does not come in the way of my bills. 

Mr. WILSON. Say Friday next. 

Mr. ANTHONY, Well,I will say Friday 
next at half past twelveo’clock. But before that 
motion is put | wish to answer the Senator from 
Maryland, There is no doubt about what the 
cost of thisis going to be. The Senate can adopt 
either proposition, Of course the compensation 
for the Globe is in some degree uncertain, because 
we do not know precisely how long the debates 
will be or how voluminous the reports will be; 
but the pay of the Globe is predicated upon three 
thousand pages fora long and fifteen hundred 
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pages for ashort session. If the Globe exceeds 
that number of pages, there is to be an allowance 
of one cent for every five pages additional. ‘That 
of course is a somewhat uncertain element of the | 
cost. 

Mr.SHERMAN. That was repealed. 

Mr. ANTHONY. But in this bill it is pro- 
| posed to be reéstablished. That was a part of 
| the original contract. Now,.tuke for illustration 

the last Congress, the debates of which were pretty 
voluminous. The cost of the Globe was $166,570. 
Fifty per cent. additional to that would he $83,285. 
The back volumes of the Globe for both Houses 
| will cost $47,120, and adding to that the excess 
| of one cent for every five pages, $42,000, it will 
make altogether $98,544, showing a difference of 
$15,000 between the two propositions. 
| Mr. WILSON. I understand the Senator to 
| say that the sets will cost about two hundred and 
| fifty dollars apiece. If that be so, I think if we 
| amend the first resolution so as to provide ‘* that 


a copy shall be purchased for each congresssional 
district and one for each Territory,’’ that then 
they will cost about the same that it would to add 
this eighty-four or eighty-five thousand dollars 
every Congress. I think the cost of furnishing 
| them to libraries in that way would be a little short 
of eighty-four thousand dollars. 
delegate and the member designate to what library 
they shall go in those districts. I am willing to 
vote for such a proposition as that. Iam willing 


| 
| that at every Congress we shall vote a copy of the 
current numbers have been furnished; butall who | 


Congressional Globe for every representative dis- 
trict and every delegate district, to go into such 
library as the member may designate in that dis- 
trict. 

But, sir, for one, | am opposed to returning to 
| this system which was odious in the country, 
| which led to great corruption here as everybody 
| knows who was here at that time, and which was 
condemned by the country and condemned by 
Congress. I hope we shall notresorttoit. Iam 
willing to agree to this proposition if it shall be 
| amended so as to require the Clerk of the House 
of Representatives to furnish each representative 
and delegate district represented in the present 
and succeeding Congresses, one complete sct of 
the Globe and Appendix, to be placed in some 
library to be designated by the Representative and 
Delegate of each representative and delegate dis- 
trict, or something to that effect. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have now before me the 
deficiency bill of the 3d March, 1857, and the 
Senator from Ohio will now see that 1 was cor- 
rect in my statement: 


* To indemnify the Clerk for such sums as he may have 
expended for books under resolution of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of June 11, 1856, and to enable him under 
said resolution to furnish for each member and delegate of 
the House of Representatives who has not heretofore re- 
ceived the same the following enumerated books, namely : 
Gales & Seaton’s Register of Debates, Congressional Globe 
and Appendix, Public Land Laws, Instructions and Opin- 
ions, Kiliot’s Debates, Diplomatic Correspondence, Opin- 
ions of the Attorneys General, in five volumes, Finance 
Reports, Gales & Seaton’s Annals of Congress,John Adams’s 
works, Jefferson’s works, to be supplied from the numbers 
of said work now in charge of the Librarian, Hickey’s Con- 
| stitution, and Mayo & Moulton’s Pension and Bounty Land 
| Laws, $138,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
| is hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treasury 
| not otherwise appropriated.”’ 

That was passed on the 3d of March, 1857. 
The Clerk of the House of Representatives under 
aresolution of the House furnished a number of 
the members with the books, and then an appro- 
priation was made by Congress to enable him to 
furnish the whole of them. sy ane 

Mr. SHERMAN, Were not those distribute 
to libraries? ; 

Mr. TRUMBULL, Certainly; but they were 
distributed under the direction of the member. 
The members were required to distribute them, 
1 so stated before. They were furnished to each 
member. 

Mr. SHERMAN, 
got mine. : : ; 

Mr. TRUMBULL. There isa proviso requir- 
ing them to be distributed among libraries, and I 
presume the Senator from Ohio carried out the 
requirement of the law and distributed his in 
some library. The proviso is in these words: 

** Provided, They be furnished at prices not exceeding 
those for which they were heretofore supplied: nd Eg 
vided also, That said books be forwarded by the Clerk t 
such public library in the distri¢t of each of said members 
and delegates as may be designated by said member or 
delegate.”’ 





I only know that I never 





Then let the |! 


June 7, 





I do not know how faithfully that was carried 
out; but I suppose it was carried out according 
to its terms, They were furnished to each Rep- 
resentative and Delegate, I think, of the Thirty- 
Fourth Congress, and this was the appropriation 
to pay for them. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I now remember the cir. 
cumstance since it has been recalled to my mind 
The Thirty-Fourth Congress, previous to the 
passage of the compensation act, passed the usual 
order for books for new members, and the Clerk 
had got some copies and it was said gave them to 
favored members before the repeal of the resolu- 
tion by the compensation act. Seven or eight 
members got them. Subsequently, in the next 
Congress, this resolution was passed to authorize 
them to be distributed among the public libraries. 
The set allotted to me is now in one of the libra- 
ries in my district. I have never seen them. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair un- 
derstands that the motion is to postpone the bill. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I will assent to the motion 
to postpone it if it can be made the special order. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Why not act upon it 
now? 

Mr. ANTHONY. Senators desire to have it 
postponed for further consideration. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I object to making any 
special orders in the morning hour without the 
vote of two thirds of the Senate. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I hope the Senator will 
withdraw the objection, and for this reason: this 
is a matter which concerns the business of the 
Senate; it is almosta privileged question, I think; 
a matter which concerns our organization and 
the mode of transacting business, and there is no 
way of reaching it, unless we make it a special 
order. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I have no objection to 
making it a special order if it is not made a spe- 
cial order in the morning hour. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Will the Senator from 
Maine allow us to make it a special order for one 
o’clock? It is no use undertaking anything with- 
out his consent, and I am not going to place my- 
self in the position of a rebel. I will ask hisas- 
sent in the first place to allow us to make this bill 
the special order for one o’clock on Friday next. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will make no objection. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Senator from Maine 
assents, and I therefore make that motion, that the 
bill be made the special order for Friday next at 
one o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Luioyp, its Chief Clerk, announced that 
the House of Representatives had disagreed to 
the report of the committee of conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill 
(H.R. No. 40) making appropriations for the 
consular and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the year ending 30th June, 1865, asked 
a further conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. 
James F. Witson of lowa, Mr. Gop.ove S. 
Orrtu of Indiana, and Mr. Ropert Matiory of 
Kentucky, managers at the same on its part. 

The message further announced that the House 
of Representatives had passed a joint resolution 
(No, 45) to enable the Secretary of the Treasury 
to obtain the title to certain property in Carson 
City and Territory of Nevada, for the purposes 
of a branch mint located in said place; in which 
it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 


FREEDMEN’S BUREAU. 


Mr. WILSON. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr.SUMNER. Before that motion is put, 
with the consent of my colleague, | will ask the 
Senate to take up the bill which | moved to take 
up last night, that it may be in order for one 
o’clock to-morrow. It is House bill No. 51, to 
establish a Freedmen’s Bureau. 
it disposed of, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the 
other Senator from Massachusetts withdraw his 
motion? 

Mr. SUMNER. Heewill for amoment to en- 
able me to make this motion. 

Mr, WILSON. 1 withdraw it for that pur- 


I want to have 
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Mr. SUMNER. I now move to take up the 
bill (H. R. No. 51) to establish a Bureau of 
Freedmen’s Affairs. 

Mr.POWELL. [I hope the motion of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts will not prevail. I de- 
sire to take up the bill to prevent military inter- 


ference with elections, which has been discussed | 


elaborately here, and have action upon it, We 
have legislated’ a great deal for the negro, and I 
think we ought to give a day or two for the white 
man. My bill is to protect white men in their 


: . owed to finish | 
rights, and Ido hope we may be all | Resolved, That there be printed thirty thousand extra cop- 


it. We discussed it four days, and 1 donot think 


this freedmen’s bill ought to intervene and pre- | 


vent it from being disposed of. 1 want to finish 
the bill. 1 have been waiting for the financial 
measures to get through. I have been urging it 
at every chance I could get. I hope the Senate 
will vote down the motion of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, and then I will move to take up 
my bill and haveit leftas the unfinished business, 
so that we can conclude it to-morrow. 

Mr. SUMNER. The bill that I move to take 
up is one that comes from the House of Repre- 
sentatives; it has been lying on the table of the 
Senate for some time, and it ought to be acted 
upon. I have tried again and again to press ac- 
tion upon it, and now it seems to me the oppor- 
tunity has come. 

Mr. GRIMES. I will inquire of the Senator 
from Massachusetts why he does not go on with 
his bill to-day? We have got two hours yet be- 
fore the usual time of adjournment. sunt 

Mr.SUMNER. Because my colleague is about 
to move an executive session, 

Mr. GRIMES. I think the Senator’s bill of 
more consequence than going into executive ses- 
sion and confirming a quartermaster or a com- 
missary. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator to take up the bill 
indicated by him. 

Mr. SAULSBURY called for the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered; and being taken, 
resulted—yeas 24, nays 6; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
Conness, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foster, Grimes, Harlan, 
Harris, Howe, Pomeroy, Ramvey, Sherman, Sprague, Sum- 
ner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Van Winkle, Wade, Wilkinson, 
Willey, and Wilson—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Carlile, Henderson, McDougall, Powell, 
Richardson, and Saulsbury—6. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Brown, Buckalew, Cowan, Davis, 
Dixon, Foot, Hale, Uarding, Hendricks, Hicks, Howard, 
Johnson, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, Morgan, Mor- 
rill, Nesmith, Riddle, and Wright—19. 


So the motion was agreed to. 


MARQUETTE AND ONTONAGON RAILROAD. 


Mr. CHANDLER. As that bill is now up, I 
will move that the Senate proceed to the consid- 
eration of executive business. 

Mr. HOWE. lLask the Senator to allow me 
to introduce a motion to bring back a bill which 
has gone to the other House. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Certainly, if the Senator 
will renew the motion. 

Mr. HOWE. It is House bill No, 469, extend- 
ing the time for the completion of the Marquette 
and Ontonagon railroad of the State of Michigan. 
It has been signed by the President pro tempore, 
and is now in the hands of the Enrolling Commit- 
tee in the House of Representatives. I think it 
passed through inadvertence. The same identi- 
eal bill has been reported from the Committee on 
Public Lands this morning. I move to have that 
bill recalled from the House of Representatives, 
in a that a motion to reconsider may be en- 
tered, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That order 
will be made if it has not gone to the President, 
if there be no objection. 

Mr. HOWE. The bill has not gone to the 
President. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The order 
will be made, if there be no objection. 

_Mr. HOWE. I suppose a motion to recon- 
sider should be entered at the same time. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. It is not neces- 
sary now. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. CHANDLER, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness; and after sometime spent therein the doors 
were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, June 7, 1864. 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 


by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H,. Cuannine. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


_ REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS. 


Mr. ORTH, by unanimous consent, sub- 
| mitted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and under the rules referred to the 
Committee on Printing: 


| ies of the report of the Commissioner of Patents, twenty 
thousand for the use of this House and ten thousand for the 
Commissioner of Patents. 


ADMISSIONS UPON THE FLOOR OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. LAW, by unanimous consent, submitted 
the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed .to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Rules of the House 
| be, and they are hereby, instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of so amending the 134th rule providing for the 
adinission of persons on this floor that, in addition to the 
persons named in said rule who are entitled tocadmission 
| on this floor, ex-members of Congress shall be admitted 
| within the Hall of the House while the House is in session. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 
Mr.WASHBURNE, of Illinois, from the Com- 
| mittee on Commerce, made adverse reports in the 
following cases; which were laid upon the table: 

Memorial of citizens of Cincinnati relative to 
the width between piers of bridges on the Ohio 
river; 

Memorials of the city of Milwaukee, for an ap- 
| propriation for preserving the harbor at that city; 


South American Steamship Company; 


of Niagara; 

Petition of J. C. Stimpson, to change the name 
of a propeller; 

Petition of Baber and Morrill to change the 
name of the ship Aureola to Southern Cross; 

Resolution to change the name of the steamboat 
| Gem to Emma Boyd, No. 2; 

A bill (H. R. No. 398) to regulate commerce 
among the several States; 

A bill (H. R. No. 471) in addition to acts in re- 
lation to the registry of vessels; and 


A bill (H. R. No. 349) providing that the port 





| basis as the ports enumerated in the ninth section 
| of the act of May 7, 1822. 
WAYS AND MEANS. 

Mr. HOOPER, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill to provide ways and 
means for the support of the Government; which 
was read a first and second time, ordered to be 
printed, and recommitted to the same committee. 

Mr. HOOPER. 1 now ask thatthe committee 
have leave to report vt any time. 

Mr. COX. I object to that. 

Mr. HOOPER. The loan bills expire at the 


| close of the present month, and this is to provide 


ways and means for the coming fiscal year. 

important that the bill should be reported. 
Mr. HOLMAN. There will be no objection 

if the consideration will not be urged in less than 

| one day after the bill is printed. 

Mr. MORRILL. There will be no difficulty 

| on that point. 


Itis 





the committee might report at any time. 
LAND FOR MINT IN NEVADA. 


Mr. BOUTWELL, by unanimous consent, re- 
ported back from the Committee on the Judiciary 
a joint resolution (H. R. No. 45) to enable the 
Secretary of the Treasury to obtain a title to cer- 
tain property in Carson City, and Territory of 
Nevada, for the purposes of a branch mint located 
in said place, with an amendment. 

The amendment was to add to the bill the fol- 
lowing proviso: 


Provided, That the cost of said land, and the expenses 
of the purchase and conveyance thereof, shall not be a 
charge upon or a claim against the United States. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I would 
inquire of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
whether or not this is Government land? 

Mr. BOUTWELL. The facts are these: cer- 

tain persons claim a preémption upon these lands, 
| and the citizens of Carson City have agreed to 


} 
| 
} 


| Memorial of the city of Baltimore in favor of | 


of Portland, Maine, shall be placed on the same | 


No objection being made, it was agreed that 


i a — 
Petitions of citizens of Malone, and of Saint 
Lawrence county, for ship canal round the falls | 
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contribute the necessary expenses to relieve the 
land of that claim. The Attorney General has 
given an opinion that under existing laws the 
Secretary cannot receive the title, and the pur- 
pose of the resolution is to enable the Secretary 
to receive the title. ‘The proviso recommended 
by the committee precludes the possibility of any 
charge upon the Treasury. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Minois. Then Tun- 
derstand there is a vested right in the precmptors 
which the Government desires to obtain, 


Mr. BOUTWELL. Certainly. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The resolution was ordered to be read a third 


time; and it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 


Mr. BOUTWELL moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


GRANT OF LAND TO WISCONSIN. 

On motion of Mr. SLOAN, an aet (S. No. 241) 
to grant to the State of Wisconsin a donation of 
public land to aid in the construction of a ship 
canal at the head of Sturgeon bay, in the county 
of Dorr, in said State, to connect the waters ‘of 
Green bay with Lake Michigan, in said State, was 


| taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first and 


second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


RANCHE BOLSA DE TOMALES, CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. HIGBY, by unanimous consent, reported 
back from the Committee on Public Lands an act 
(S. No. 216) to grant the right of preémption to 
certain settlers on the Ranche Bolsa de Tomales, 
in the State of California. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time; 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. HIGBY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table, 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


B. OC. BAILEY. 


On motion of Mr. HALE, the Committee of 
Claims was discharged from the further consid- 


| eration of an act (S. No. 48) for the relief of B. 


C. Bailey,and the same was referred to the Com- 


| mittee on Commerce. 


DANIEL DOLAND, 
On motion of Mr. WASHBURN, of Massa. 


chusetts, the Committee on Invalid Pensions was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of Daniel Doland, of Roxbury, Massa- 
chusetts, for an increase of pension; and the same 
was laid on the table. 


ELIZABETH P. MEANS. 
On motion of Mr. WASHBURN, of Mussa- 


chusetts, the Committee on Invalid Pensions was 
discharged from the further consideration of a bill 
(H. R. No. 273) for the relief of Elizabeth P, 


| Means; and the same was laid on the table. 


WILLIAM R. MUDGE. 


On motion of Mr. WASHBURN, of Massa- 
chusetts, the Committee on Invalid Pensions was 
discharged from the consideration of the petition 
of William R. Mudge for relief; and the same 
was laid on the table. 


MAJOR GENERAL SAMUEL R. CURTIS. 


Mr. WILSON asked unanimous consent to 
offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That thé President be requested to conimunl 
eate to this House the defense of Major General 8. R. Cur- 
tis against the report made by the McDowell comission, 
including in such communication all papers and evidence 
submitted on behalf of General Curtis in said detense, 


Mr. HOLMAN. With the amendment that 
he shall also communicate the report itself of 
McDowell, I will not object. 

Mr. WILSON. Thathas been communicated 
to the Senate. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I suggest to the gentleman 
that he amend his resolution, 80 as to require the 
Secretary of War to communicate to the House 
the report of the commission itself also. 

Mr. WILSON. I wil? say to the gentlemen 
that the report of the commission has already 
been communicated to the Senate. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Well, in that case I presume 
we do not need it. 
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Mr. ODELL. Oh! I think we had better call 
for it. 
The SPEAKER. 
information from one of the Executive Depart- 


The resolution calling for 


ments can only be considered to-day by unani- 
mous consent, 

Mr. HOLMAN. 1 would like to know if the 
report has been printed in the Senate? 

The SPEAKER. All executive communica- 
tions are ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOLMAN, It is suggested to me that it 
would be better for the House to call for the re- 
port of the commission, and I wish to include also 
the defense made by Colonel James R. Slack, of 
Indiana. 

Mr. WILSON. I trust the gentleman from 
Indiana will not insist on adding anything to this 
resolution. IL presume there will be no objection 
to the adoption of a resolution covering the case 
to which the gentleman refers, but I have a par- 
ticular desire that we shall get this defense of 
General Curtis separately. 

Mr. ODELL. I move to amend the resolution 
so as to call for the report of the commission. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is not yet 
before the House. 

Mr. HOLMAN, It seems to me very import- 
ant that we should get the report of the commis- 
sion before the House. It affects a great many 
gentlemen from my own State as well as from the 
State of the gentleman from Iowa. 

Mr. ODELL. I shall object to the reception 
of the resolution unless the gentleman from Iowa 
will accept my amendment. ; 

Mr. WILSON. I did not hear the gentleman’s 
amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I suggest 
that the gentleman from Indiana draw up his res- 
olution now on the spot and offer it when this is 
disposed of. 

Mr. ODELL. My amendment is that the res- 
olution shait include a call for the report of the 
commission, 

Mr. WILSON. 
the Senate. 

Mr. ODELL. I am aware of that, but we 
want it in the Elouse also. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that 
papers transmitted by the Executive Departments 
are printed but once, and the Department will have 
of course to copy the entire papers again and send 
them here. 

Mr. WILSON. Iam informed that the report 
has been ordered to be printed by the Senate. 

Mr. HOLMAN. That does not give us eon- 
trol of the documentatall. The Department could 
send the printed document here without any diffi- 
culty. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Let the gen- 
tleman draw up a resolution calling for the defense 
of Colonel Slack. There will be no objection to it. 

Mr. WILSON. Let it come in as a separate 
resolution, 

Mr. HOLMAN, I desire to have the report 
itself brought before the House. 

Mr. WILSON. Well, if the resolution is go- 
ing to create any difficulty I will not press it now, 
but will wait until the States are called for reso- 
lutions. I offered itfor the purpose of doing jus- 
tice to a brave and patriotic gentleman, a resident 
of my own district; but if objection is made I 
will withdraw it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I do not wish to stand in the 
position of objecting, and therefore I withdraw my 
suggestion. 

No objection being made, the resolution was 
reecived and agreed to. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the resolution was 
adopted; ard also moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


INDIAN TREATIES. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Interior, recommend- 
ing an appropriation to fulfill treaty stipulations 
with various Indian tribes; which was referred 


to the Committee of Ways and Means, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


SALES OF GOLD. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, called for the 
regular order of business. 


It has been communicated to 


| 
| 








The SPEAKER stated the regular order of 
| business to be the consideration of the bill (S. No. 
106) to prohibit certain sales of gold and foreign 
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question being on the amendment offered by Mr. | 


| exchange, coming up as unfinished business, the 


Hooper to strike out the first section of the bill, 
and insert in lieu thereof the following: 


1 

| That itshall be unlawful to make any contract for the 
| purchase or sale or delivery of any gold coin or bullion to 
| be delivered on any day subsequent to the day of making 
bullion, or to make such contract upon any other terms than 
the actual delivery of such gold coin or bullion, and the pay- 
| ment in full of the agreed price thereof, on the day on which 
such contract is made, in United States notes or national 
currency, and not otherwise ; or to make any contract for 
the purchase or sale or delivery of any foreign exchange to 
be delivered at any time beyond ten days subsequent to the 
making of such contract; or for the payment of any sum, 
either fixed or contingent, in default of the delivery of any 


delivery of such foreign exchange within ten days from the 


States notes or national currency; or to make any contract 


of which the person making such contract shall not, at the 
time of making the same, be in actual possession. And it 
shall be unlawful to make any loan of money or currency 
not being in coin to be repaid in coin or bullion, orto make 
any loan of coin or bullion to be repaid in money or cur- 
rency other than coin; or to make any other contract con- 
taining any stipulation for payment otherwise than in law- 
ful money. 





| On this amendment the previous question has 
been moved. 
| Mr. THAYER. I appeal to the gentleman 
| from Massachusetts to withdraw the previous 
| question, in order that I may move to amend the 
amendment by striking out the last two lines— 
‘orto make any other contract containing any 
stipulation for payment otherwise than in lawful 
money.’’ 

Mr. HOOPER. I withdraw the previous ques- 
tion to give the gentleman from Pennsylvaniaan 
opportunity to make a statement. 

Mr. THAYER. These last two lines pro- 
hibit the making of any contract containing a 
stipulation for payment otherwise than in lawful 
money. It certainly cannot be within the con- 
templation of the Committee of Ways and Means 
to prohibit all contracts for the exchange of prop- 
erty where payment is to be made in merchandise 
or labor, or any other matter, not pertaining at 
all to dealings in gold or in bills of exchange, but 
which would fall within the letter and meaning 
of this provision, I cannot vote for the bill if 
this provision be retained. I do not think that 
its force will be in any degree impaired if these 
words are struck out... 

Mr. MORRILL. I would also suggest that a 
payment in coin would be a payment in lawful 
money. I see no necessity for that clause. 

Mr. THAYER. I move to amend theamend- 
ment by striking out the words | have indicated. 

Mr. FIOOPER. I accept the amendment. 

Mr. GANSON. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts who offered this ameridment said that 
it was drawn with great care and deliberation. I 
desire to invite that gentleman’s attention to the 





make a contract for the delivery of gold coin or 
bullion. If a person in Chicago has $1,000 in 
coin or bullion he cannot under this act go to 
an express company and make a contract for its 
delivery at New York. If a person having gold 
coin or bullion in California desires to have it 
transported to New York and delivered there, he 
could not, under this bill, make a lawful contract 
for that purpose. I do not suppose that the gen- 
tleman intended that his amendment would have 
such an effect as this. It strikes me that the 
proposition should not be seriously enteriained 
by the House, 

Furthermore, Mr. Speaker, the next clause 
declares that for the sale oractual delivery of any 
gold or bullion the payment of the price must be 
in United States notes or national currency, and 
not otherwise. This, of course, would make it 
unlawful to pay for coin or bullion in the cur- 
rency of the State banks, or in a check upon a 
bank. And I take it for granted thut the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts does not seriously en- 
tertain the idea of prohibiting tr:nsactions of that 
kind. 
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The next clause refers to foreign exchange. | 


Under it a person in New York cannot sell a 
cargo of grain and buy exchange with the cargo. 


foreign exchange, Or upon any Other terms than the actual | 


making of such contract, and the immediate paymentin full | 
of the agreed price thereof on the day of delivery in United | 


such contract, or for the payment of any sum, either fixed | 
or contingent, in default of the delivery of any gold coin or | 
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first clause, which declares it to be unlawful to | 
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He cannot draw against the cargo. He cannot 
take a bill or a check on a bank for the purchase 
price of his cargo of grain. I do not see what 
necessity or propriety there is of interfering with 
these daily and necessary transactions of busi- 
ness. It certainly cannot tend to strengthen the 
Government; and the only effect will be to cause 
an entire disrespect for the legislative body that 
would pass any such enactment, or sanction any 
law containing any such provisions. 

I understand that the gentleman from Massa- 
_chusetts [Mr. Hooper] has consented to with- 
| draw the last provision, which is more absurd 
| than any other, if that be possible. 

_ _ Bat I do not wish to discuss these matters. | 

| think that it is cnough to eall the attention of the 

| House to these provisions. I do not see the aim 

, and the purpose of the bill. It cannot strengthen 

| thecreditofthe Government. The only measures 

| which will serve effectually to restore and sus- 
tain the credit of the Government are a reduction 
| of the present redundant irredeemable paper cir- 


whatever for the sale or delivery of any gold coin orbullion | culation, the ——e of Snoney for the oo 


of the Government by loans, and collecting by 
| imports and taxes revenue sufficient to pay the 

interest and create a sinking fund for the ultimate 
| payment of such loans. This bill can do nothing 
ue throw absurd obstacles in the way of ordi- 
| nary business transactions of the country. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
| desire to call the attention of the House to the 
| last provision of the amendment offered by the 
| member from Massachusetts. It seems to me 
that it is unconstitutional. It is there provided 
that it shall be unlawful to make any loan of 
money or currency not being in coin to be repaid 
in coin or bullion, or to make any loan of coinor 
bullion to be repaid in money or cufrency other 
than coin. I insist that that provision is against 
the Constitution. We have a Constitution which 
allows a man to pay gold for any indebtedness 
whatever; and if | make a contract payable in 
**greenbacks’’ [ have a constitutional right to 
pay in gold. 1 say that Congress cannot take 
away that right. I may not have the disposition 
to pay in gold, still | have the constitutional 
right to do so. 

We are proposing to legislate here against the 
terms and provisions of the Constitution. I for 
one shall vote for any reasonable proposition 
which this Administration may want to carry 
on its financial operations. I believe we are le- 
gislating on subjects which we cannot reach by 
egislation. 

[ have already addressed my views to the 
House on this subject, and [ do not propose to 
detain them by any repetition of them at this 
time. 1 propose to add the following to the 
amendment: 

Provided, however, That during the operation of this act 


the laws of trade and the law of gravitation be, and they 
are hereby, suspended. 


Mr. J.C. ALLEN. I desire to call the atten- 
| tion of the gentleman from Massachusetts to the 
question which struck me on reading the Senate 
bill. tis provided, in the printed copy I have 
here, that it shall be unlawful to make any trans- 
actions in gold or foreign exchange. Without 
stopping to inquire whether it is right or wrong, 
whether it would be beneficial or otherwise, it 
strikes me, if the bill become a law, it wi!l not 
be’ effective in controllingy transactions in gold 
and foreign exchange. ‘There is no penalty pro- 
vided for the violation of the law. The bill de- 
clares that it is unlawful, but by what law will 
you punish the broker, or speculator, or gold 
gambler for violating this law? 

| 











Mr. HOOPER. t me call the gentleman’s 
attention to the remaining sections of the bill. The 
entleman has only the amendment that I propose. 
fie will find that section four of the Senate bill 
provides for the punishment of any infraction of 
the law. 

Mr. J.C.ALLEN. [have not seen that bill. 

Mr. PENDLETON. ‘Mr. Speaker, the amend- 
ment and the original bill are intended to accom- 
plish one single result, and that is to prevent all 
| sales and transfers of gold, unless the gold is deliv- 


ered at the instant of transaction, and the payment 
is atthe same time made in the notes of the United 
Whatever 


States or notes of the national banks. 


may be the language of either the amendment or 
the bill, that isthe sole objectofboth. And I de- 
sire for A moment to call attention to the sweep- 
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ing character of the proposition. 


or within the day. Noman shall buy gold unless 


he pays for it in the notes of the United States or | 
national currency notes. Thatisall of the Senate 


bill and of the amendment, so far as they relate to 
transactions in gold. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Tuay- 
ER] called attention to a very grave objection to 
the amendment of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. Hoorer.}] He objected to the last 


clause of the amendment. That clause provides | 


that it shall be unlawful ‘to make any other con- 
tract containing any stipulation or oth- 
erwise than in lawful money.” e objected to 
it because it would prohibit any bargain in which 
the consideration was to be other than lawful 
money, because it would prohibit a sale of mer- 
chandise or land for gold. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoorer,] yielding to that 
objection, assented to strike out the last lines of 
his amendment. I submit to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania that this does not accomplish his 
purpose. In line eleven of the amendment it is 
provided that no sale or transfer of gold shall be 
valid unless the consideration is paid in Treasury 
notes or national bank notes. 

Now, sir, | contend that under this clause of 
the amendment a man cannot sell his horse for 
gold; he cannot sell his land for gold; he cannot 
sell his wheat for gold. All transactions in gold 
are made illegal unless the price is paid in the 
notes of the United States or the notes of na- 
tional banks. I agree with the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Tuayer] that this is a most 
extraordinary provision, and as fatal as extraor- 
dinary. ‘ . 

Mr. GANSON. How will it apply to Cali- 
fornia, where they have nothing else but gold ? 

Mr. PENDLETON. I am coming to that. 
Under this provision as it stands, no article of 
value except notes of the United States and notes 
of national banks can be paid in exchange for 
gold. It prohibits transactions in gold except 
upon the delivery of the consideration in that par- 
ticular currency. The friends of the bill will say 
that a contract for the delivery of a horse for a 
price to be paid in gold is the sale of a horse, not 
the purchase of gold. If they yield that point 
they open wide the door for the evasion of the 
bill. ‘They sacrifice their object over a quibble. 
But if that be true, the bill and amendment both 
provide that the gold shall be delivered within the 
day on which the contractis made. And if I am 
mistaken in the interpretation I give to the lan- 
guage of the eleventh line of the amendment of- 
fered by the gentleman from Massachusetts, | 
submit that it is very clear that the transaction 
must be completed immediately. A man cannot 
sell aon credit any article at all for gold. There 
must be delivery of gold upon the day the sale is 
made and the article is daliveced: If Iam mis- 
taken in supposing that the provision is as sweep- 
ing in relation to the consideration to be paid, I 
am not mistaken in the time in which the gold 
must be delivered; and a man cannot sell his horse, 
a bill of goods, his wheat, or his whisky for a 
price to be paid in gold, unless he receives the 
money in hand. 

Are gentlemen willing to go that length? Even 
if it be necessary to pass a law to accomplish the 
avowed purpose of this bill, are gentlemen willing 
to go to the extent of these provisions? 

On the Pacific coast all transactions are in gold. 
Amid all the fluctuations of the currency gold has 
maintained its normal position as money, and 
United States notes and notes of national banks 
are quoted as below par. Will you change all 
their transactions there? A man there does his 
marketing with gold, runs up his bills at stores 
and pays them in gold. The farmer keeps his 
account with his commission merchant and the 
balance is payable in gold. Men draw all their 
bills of exchange payable in gold; make their 
contracts for the future, and if breach is made the 
forfeiture is payable ingold. Is it to be pretended 
that under the idea of accomplishing what the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts wants we shall swee 
out of existence all their transactions and substi- 
tute the system of this bill? 

If it is not out of order in the House ¢o allude 
to the Constitution of the United States, | would 
like to have the gentleman from Massachusetts 
explain to me under what clause of the Consti- 


No man shall | 
sell gold unless he delivers it atthe moment of sale || 
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tution the Federal Government has power at all 
to touch this subject. Where doesitcome from? 
| The practical operation of this bill is to prevent 
| dealings in gold in the city of New York between 
|| citizens of that city. Will the gentleman tell me 
1 where the Federal Government gets the power to 
| interfere between citizens of the same State in re- 
| lation to contracts to be executed entirely within 
| the limits of the State? Where does it come from? 
i] Congress has power to regulate commerce, bat it 
|| must be commerce between the States. It is not 
|| pretended that this bill is to be operative only on 
|| contracts between citizens of different States or 
| contracts to be executed in another State. Con- 
gress has power tocoin money. | submitto every 
gentleman whether this bill is in aid of the power 
to coin money? There is no provision in the 
Constitution of the United States under which 
this power can fairly be brought. 
hen the gentleman from Massachusetts moves 
the previous question upon this bill, as 1 suppose 
he will, I desire before he does it to give us the par- 
ticular provision of the Constitution under which 
he derives the power of regulating contracts be- 
tween citizens of the same State to be performed 
within the jurisdiction of that State. If the gen- 
tleman desires to make an answer | will yield to 
him now with great pleasure. 

And, sir, at the end of the bill there is the pro- 
vision authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to sell in open market any gold in the Treasury 
of the United States not necessary for the pay- 
ment of the interest of the public debt. I have 
no disposition to detain the House with any fur- 
ther comments upon that part of this bill. Itwas 
debated at length in both Houses, and the bill 
intended to confer that power passed. I see it 
stated that within a day or two past $1,000,000 in 
gold has been sold by the Secretary of the ‘Treas- 
ury. 1 desire to call the attention of gentlemen 
to the prophecies which were made to us at the 
time that bill was urged upon the House. If | 
recollect, one gentleman, supposed to be very 
familiar with all these transactions, and whose 
experience certainly entitled him to speak with 
authority, said here that if that gold bill was 

assed, for the next two years gold would never 

e above 130. It has not yet reached that point, 
and I doubt much whether it has ever been, ex- 
cept for a single day, since the passage of that 
bill, five per cent. below the point it was at when 
the bill passed. These are ail vain, inefiicient 
devices, for the purpose of bolstering up a re- 
dundant paper currency, and the sooner we come 
to the conclusion that if we desire to keep up the 
proper relation between the value of Government 
paper and gold in the country we must reduce the 
amount of circulation, and not attempt to hinder 
transactions in gold by any device of this kind, 
the sooner will we be able to arrive at a true so- 
lution of the difficulty. 

I do not desire, Mr. Speaker, to detain the 
House further. My only object was to call the 
attention of gentlemen who are not willing to go 
blindly to every length asked by the Secretary of 
the Treasury to look into the provisions of this 
bill and see whether they are prepared to usurp 
the power which is necessary to pass it, and 
whether they believe that after they have usurped 
that power the bill will accomplish the purpose 
designed. 

‘ Mr. WOODBRIDGE. Mr. Speaker, no mem- 
ber of this House is more desirous of doing ev- 
erything within the power of Congress to facili- 
tate the action of the Administration in the present 
emergency. 1 would strain every point of law 
| for the purpose of doing that which the Govern- 
ment in its wisdom deem it necessary for Con- 
gress to do; and, sir, 1 would cheerfully vote for 
the amendment of my friend from Massachusetts 
if | supposed that, under the Constitution or un- 
der any Jaw whatever, it could be sustained. 
| Sir, 1 favored the previous legis!ation of the 
| House upon the gold bill. I believe that legisla- 
| 
| 





tion was under the Constitution and the law. 

do not believe that this amendment is under either. 
There can be no legislation, in my judgment, re- 
straining speculative operations in gold except 
upon the principle that such operations are contra 
| bonos mores; that gold, being the standard of value 





|| among civilized nations, is not an article of com- | 


merce, and hence that speculations in the article 
are in the nature of gambling and may be re- 
strained by law. 


But, sir, it seems to me that the amendment 
| cannot be sustained under the Constitution, and 
hence there is no power in Congress to pass it. 

By a fair construction of the amendment a mean 
could purehase a billof goods in Paris or Liver- 
pool upon credit. In relation to foreign exchange a 
different principle may prevail. Foreign exchange 
is an article of trade andeommerce. ‘The custom 
of merchants has made it so, and it is doubtful 
whether Congress can pass a law saying that a 
contract for the delivery of a bill of exchange 
shall not be good unless that bill of exchange is 
delivered presently, or within ten days from the 
date when the contract is made. Can Congress 
say that a merchant shal! not purchase a cargo of 
goods in the port of New York for which gold 
necessarily must be paid, or that which repre- 
sents the value of gold in the port from which the 
_— started, upon a credit of thirty or sixt 

ays? And yet, if we pass thisamendment, such 
may be the fairconstruction. Itseems to me that 
it isa regulation of the laws of contract which 
the Government has no power toenforce. | would 
do anything, not only to support the Government, 
but would do anything that | properly could do 
to foil the gold gamblers in New York, who are 
making money at the expense of the Government 
by their unpatriotic and dishonest dealings. But 
in order to do that I would not pass the amend- 
ment under consideration, which, in my judg- 
ment, is not warranted by the Constitution. I[ 
believe that if we were to adopt this amendment it 
could not be sustained in the courts; and I cer- 
tainly, for one, will never consent to stultify my- 
self by voting for a measure which I believe en- 
tirely illegal. 

CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


Mr. KASSON. [rise toa privileged question. 
I call up the report of the committee of confer- 


ence to the consular and diplomatic appropriation 
bill. 

The report was read. The committee agreed 
to recommend to their respective Houses as fol- 
lows: that the House recede from its disagree- 
ment to the second amendment of the Senate, 
which was to insert the words ‘‘ and twenty-five 
consular pupils,”’ and agree to the same with an 
amendment, to strike out ‘pupils’? and insert 
‘*clerks.’? That the House agree to the twenty- 
eighth amendment of the Senate, as follows: 


Aud the salaries of the consuls at Brindisi, Gibraltar, St. 
Helena, Boulogne, Zurich, Clifton, Cuaticook, Eric, Gad- 
erich, Kingston in Canada, Port Sarnia, Prescott, Saint 
Lambert, and Longueil, Toronto and Windsor, shal! be 
$1,500 each; and the salaries of the consuls at Ceylon and 
-ireus shall be $1,000 each ; and the salary of the consul 
at Chin Kiang shall be $3,000; and the salary of the covsul 
at Bankok shall be $2,000; and the salary of the commer- 
cial agent at Madagascar shall be $2,000; and the salary 
of the consul at. Nassau shall be $4,009, to commence after 
the close of the present fiscal year, and to continue during 
the present rebellion; and the salary of the consul at Ly- 
ons shall be $2,000,to commence atter the close of the 
present fiscal year; and the salary of the consul at Man- 
chester shall be $3,000, to commence after the close of the 
present fiscal year. 


That the Senate recede from its twenty-ninth 
amendment after the enacting clause: 


That the second section ofan act entitled “An act making 
appropriations-for the consular and diplomatic expenses of 
the Government for the year ending the 30th June, 1858,” 
approved February 7, 1857, be, and the same is hereby, 
repealed. 2 


And agree to the following amendment in place 
of it: 

That the President be, and he hereby is, authorized, when- 
ever he shall think the public good will be promoted there 
by, to appoint consular clerks, not exceeding thirteen in 
number at any one time, who shall be citizens of the Uni 
ted States, and over eigitteen years of age at the time of 
their appointment, and shail be entitled to compensation 
for their services respectively at a rate not excceding 
|| $1,000 per annum, to be determined by the President ; and 
} to assign such clerks, from time to time, to such consul- 





| ates and with such duties as he shall direct; and before 
the appointment of any such clerk shall be made, it shall 
be satisfactorily shown to the Secretary of State, after due 
examination and report by an examining board, that the 
applicant is qualified and fit for the duties to which he 
shall be assigned; and such report shall be laid before the 
President. And no eterk so appointed shall be removed 
from office except for cause stated in writing, which shall 
be submitted to Congress at the session first following such 
removal. 


That the Senate recede from its thirtieth amend- 
ment, which was: 


That the President may, in his discretion, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, appoint an envoy ex- 








| Belgium, Who shall receive no higher compensation than 
|) is now allowed to a minister resident. 


traordinary and minister plenipotentiary to the kingdom of 
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And agree to the following in place of it: 


That an envoy extraordinary and minister plenipoten- | 


tlary, appointed at any place where the United States are 
now represented by a minister resident, shall receive the 
compensation fixed by law and appropriated for a minister 
resident, and Ho more 


That the [louse recede from its disagreement 
to the thirty-first amendment of the Senate, and | 
agree to the same, as follows: 

Bec. 4, And be it further enacted, That the thirdsection 
of an act entitled ‘An act making appropriations for the 
consular and diplomatic expenses of the Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1860,” approved March 3, 
1859, is hereby repealed. And the fee for certifying in- 
voices to be charged by the consul general for the British 
North American provinces, and his subordinate consular 
officers and agents, for goods not exceeding $100 in value, 
shall be 81, and the same fee shall be charged for certifying 
the growth or production of goods made duty free by the 
reciprocity treaty: Provided, however, That no such cer- 
Uficate of growth or production shall be required for goods 
not exceeding in value the sum of $200. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I suggest to the gentleman 
from lowa that he permit this reportto lie over for 
some days. There are many members absent who 
desire to vote upon !t. 

Mr. KASSON. I would very gladly adopt the 
suggestion of the gentleman from Indiana but for 
the fact that I intend, if possible, to leave the city 
for a few days, to try and recover from an illness 
under which I have been suffering for the last ten 
days, 

The first point of difference with the Senate re- 
lated to the matter of consular pupils. 
proposed by the Senate that twenty-five of them | 
should be appointed; which it was sought to ac- 
complish by repealing the repealing clause of a 
former act, thus restoring the original act, as de- 
signed by Mr, Marcy, Mr. Cass, and other gen- | 
tlemen, Instead of that, it was thought by at 
least some members of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs that if authority were given for the ap- | 
ointment of such pupils it should be accompa- 

with some provision against their removal 
they had made themselves useful to the | 
commercial interests of the country by acquiring 


experience and a knowlege of languages. Inlieu, 
therefore, of the section as it stood, the conference 


committee subsututed mainly the section of the 
original law of 1856, with a proviso that clerks 
should not be removed except for cause, to be 
stated in areportto Congress, Itis there provided 
that the number, instead of being twenty-five, 
shall be reduced to thirteen; and I desire to state 
to the Elouse that the Committee on Commerce of | 
the Senate were unanimous and extremely earn- | 
est for the appointment of these clerks, as required | 
by the necessities of the commerce of the coun- 
try. ‘They also asserted, and I believe it to be | 


It was || 





true, that when the act was originally passed fix- | 
ing the salaries of the consuls of the United States | 
as they are now fixed, it was provided that these 
twenty-five pupils, as then called, should be ap- 
pointed, who should serve as clerks to the prin- 
cipal consulates where the business needed them 
most. We have now inereased the duties of these | 
consuls very essentially, and they are obliged to 
employ clerks at theirown expense. The Com- 
mittee on Commerce of the Senate say they re- 
gard it as due to the principal consulates, where 
the labor is heavier, that the Government should 
supply them with clerks to aid them in the trans- 
action of their business. It was yielded on the 
partof the House to theextentof thirteen, which 
are intended for the most laborious consulates. 
Then as to another amendment which was the 
cause of considerable debate in the House, that 
amendment came from the Senate with a provis- 
ion to authorize the President to appoint the min- | 
ister resident at Belgium envoy extraordinary. | 
To that the House dissented, and the Senaté re- 
ceded, and instead of that amendment proposed 
the first section of the act of 1855, by which we 
provided for sending envoys to all the ports where 
we now have them, and also to half a dozen other 
ports in Europe and South America, at the same 
time fixing the salaries for those envoys at the 
same rate at which they are fixed for ministers res- 
ident. We also agreed to that proposition, The 
President has power to send envoys where he 
pleases in lieu of ministers resident, This sec- 
tion provides, as the first section of the act of 1855 
does, that if they go by the action of the Presi- 
dent they shall only go at the same salary as min- 
isters resident. This has been acted on by the | 
Senate, and those who were opposed to the ori- 





| 


ginal measure waived that objection and agreed to 
this. 


explanation. On motion of the gentleman from 


| Vermont |Mr. Mornitt] it was provided that the 








payment of the salarics of our consuls in the 
British provinces—at Halifax, and most of the 
ports of the British provinces—should be in cur- 
rency. These were not uniform, and it would 
be inconvenient, the Department having no sys- 
tem of accounts that would allow it to be done 
without great derangement. Further than that, 
it was found that at the more remote consulates, 
and, in fact, at the nearest, this currency could 
not be used except at an enormous discount on 
the part of the consuls themselves. These con- 
suls are necessary to prevent smuggling, and we 
could not employ any respectable business man 
for less than $1,500. Any private establishment 
would be obliged to pay that much for the same 
character of service. Under the provision re- 


| ferred to the salary of these consuls would be 


about eight hundred dollars. Therefore, it would 
be impossible to get good men at this salary to go 


| there and undertake to perform these duties. 


Under the circumstances | do not think that we 
could ask a consul to go abroad and expect re- 
spectable talent for less than we pay a first-class 
clerk in Washington. The conference committee 
have left the salaries of these consuls to stand as 
for consuls anywhere and everywhere, the salary 
being fixed at $1,500. 

This is all I have to say until I have heard what 
shall be said by other gentlemen. If necessary, 
I shall then have something to say in reply. 

Mr.MORRILL. Mr. Speaker, lam reluctant 
to oppose a report of the committee of conference 


| atany time, and especially at this time, when the 


gentleman from lowa({Mr. Kasson] is evidently 
indisposed, But on the question arising on this 
bill this House has defined its position. Nowa 
reportis brought in here, one which will not only 
evade the position the House has taken on a 
former occasion, but will open the door to halfa 
dozen cases like the one objected to. I do insist 
that if we raise the grade of our foreign ministers, 
the time will not be long before their friends will 
come here and demand salary in proportion to 
theirrank. Lregard the proposition, therefore, as 
more mischievous than the original one, which 
only embraced one minister. We have decided 
that we would neither raise the grade nor the pay 
of the minister to Belgium. This report asks us 
to grant permission to raise the grade and pay of 
a half dozen, including Belgium, of course, with- 
out mentioning it by name. I do not think this 
will beagreed to. And then upon the other ques- 
tion in relation to consular pupils, while I admit 
that by changing the name to clerks the rose does 
smell sweeter, and by reducing the number from 


_ twenty-five to thirteen, and fixing it so that they 


cannot be removed, a part of the objection is 
avoided, yet the great objection is that after 
they have been educated abroad they may resign, 
as they will resign, and quit our employment 
whenever they can do better, There is no pro- 
vision to avoid that objection, and we shall find 
that such will be the practical operation of the bill. 

In relation to the salaries of these consuls in 
Canada, why, there are, | presume, in the pockets 
of almost every gentleman here from the northern 


border States numerous applications for appoint- 


ments as consuls in Canada under the original 
proposition. If they are to be paid in gold, amare 
body sees that their actual salary is not only 
$1,500, but more than $2,500. If we shall adopt 
the report, and pass the bill, the applications will 
be far more numerous than they are now. I do 
not know but there may be some points in the 
provinces where the salaries should be more than 
$1,500, but certainly immediately along the bor- 
ders they need not be more than $1,500. 

I move that the consideration of this report be 
postponed until one week from to-day. 

Mr. KASSON. I hope that will not be done. 

Mr. COX. Before that question is put I desire 
to say that I do not see any special necessity for 
postponing it foraweek. [had entertained hopes 
that the Congress of the United States would be 
about ready to adjourn in a fortnight, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I would in- 
quire of the gentleman from Vermont if he does 
not think we can adjourn in two weeks if we de- 
vote ourselves to business. 


- 
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Mr. MORRILL. So far as the House 1s con- 
cerned we can adjourn in about a fortnight. 
From indications in the Senate, 1 do not think 
we shall adjourn so soon as that. 

Mr. COX. This bil] was introduced early in 
the session and has received a great deal of con- 
sideration. This conference report has been be- 
fore us, perhaps, ten days withoutany action be- 
ing taken, and the time has come when we had 
better dispose of it. I think the committee of 
conference has disposed of the matters committed 
to them very justly. I was not here when this 
matter of the consular pupils was considered, but 
I had the pleasure of reading the remarks made 
by the eloquent gentleman from New Hampshire, 
(Mr. Partrerson,] and he fully convinced me, if 
1 was not before convinced by the arguments of 
Mr. Marcy and Mr. Seward, as well as from in- 
formation furnished me from the Department of 
State, that these consular clerks are of great pub- 
lic utility in our foreign commerce, indeed almost 
indispensable. 1 am glad that the committee of 
conference changed their names. They call them 
consular clerks instead-of pupils. Our consuls 
need more clerical force, and a force of a more 
permanent character. ‘This need arises from a 
change of our revenue system in reference to trip- 
licate certificates, which imposes a large and in- 
creased amount of labor upon the consulates. 

Many of our consulates do notpay. There is 
a consulate at Manchester which a year ago, | 
think, before this system of triplicates, only paid 
a salary of $2,000, and $200 for office rent. Now 
thatsame consulate paysinto the Treasury $15,000 
over and above the salary of the consul. Our dif- 
ferent consulates paid into the Treasury $100,000 
more than last year, in consequence of the tripli- 
cate certificates and the additional fees for them; 
but there is no corresponding increase of clerical 
force over what there was before this new system 
went into effect. Therefore, I think that the 
committee in making this compromise, giving to 
these principal consulates thirteen out of the 
twenty-five clerks asked for, did nothing more 
than justice. It will enable the consuls to do their 
duties when first they take their office because 
of the assistance rendered by these permanent 
and accomplished clerks. It will assist to remu- 
nerate them for actual service, and induce them 
to stay at their places after they have reached their 
posts and learned their duties. I presume that 
no one who understands this matter will object 
to that part of the conference report. 

As to the other clause which they recom- 
mend I will read it: 

That an envoy extraordinary and minister plenipoten- 
tiary appointed at any place where the United States are 
now represented by a minister resident shall receive the 


compensation fixed by law and appropriate for a minister 
resident, and no more. 


It is a general provision of law, so that these 
ministers résident shall not have their salaries in- 
creased in case they have their rank increased. 
That is all. I do not see any objection to that. 
lt does not follow that the salaries are to be in- 
creased, as [ understand it. 

Mr. MORRILL. I would ask the gentleman 
from Ohio if he does not know from his experi- 
ence in this House that it will be most likely to 
follow, and that speedily; that these salaries will 
be increased just in proportion to the rank of the 
ministers? 

Mr. COX. Well, that is not my experience, 
for we never had a case of this kind before. 

Mr. MORRILL. Did not we have the case of 
the consul general of ltaly? 


Mr. COX. Ido not recollect thatasa parallel 
case. This provision will certainly not have that 
effect after the earnest protests. that have been 
made again and again by the gentleman from Ver- 
mont and others. I have no doubt these protests 
will be all potential in future to prevent the in- 
crease of salaries, and that no gentleman who 
takes an office of this kind will ask an increase of 
salary. This is a fair proposition, a general one, 
having no special bearing, and it ought not to meet 
with any objection. That is all I have to say. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Mr. Speaker, | should 
have been very willing to let this matter lie over 
till those gentlemen who are absent could have 
been present to consider it; but inasmuch as the 
matter has now come before the House, 1 am 
very desirous that it shall be settled one way or 
the other. 
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that the House has expressed itself very emphat- 
ically upon these questions. I suppose he is 
aware that the Senate expressed itself quite as 
emphatically as the House. It is because there 
was a difference of opinion between the House 
and the Senate that a committee of conference 
was appointed. Such differences are oy 
compromised. There is no other way in whic 

we can arrive at joint action in cases of this kind. 

Now, in relation to consular pupils I have ex- 
pressed myself very fully upon another occasion, 
and do not care now to go over that discussion 
anew. I will say, however, that a member of 
the Committee on Commerce in the Senate, who 
was also amember of this conference committee, 
stated that applications had been sent to that com- 
mittee through the Secretary of State from al- 
most all our consuls asking for an increase of 
salary, or that the Government would pay con- 
sular clerks; and that the committee set aside all 
those applications, with three exceptions, with 
the expectation that provision would be made in 
part at least for this demand on the partof all our 
consuls by this very bill providing for twenty-five 
consular pupils. 

You are aware, sir, that this matter was first 
brought up in 1856, by Mr. Marcy, when he was 
Secretary of State. Heasked that there should 
be seventy-five consular pupils appointed instead 
of twenty-five. The number was cut down to 
twenty-five, and now the committee of confer- 
ence have cut down the number still further to 
thirteen, and hence this provision, if it pass, will 
take only $13,000 out of the Treasury. 

As | said when this matter was up before, itis 
very important that these consular clerks should 
be intelligent Americans, with some experience 
in consular duties. A case has come to hand since 
that debate bearing upon this very question. I 
send to the Clerk a paper containing extracts from 
acommunication which has been sent to the State 
Department, and ask that it be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

“ Montreat, May 31, 1864.” 
* * * * . * * . * * 


** Since the death of Mr. Giddings the consulate in this 
city has been in the hands of an inexperienced clerk, and 
valuable papers and dispatches are carelessly lying about 
the consulate. And I find that a person by the name of J. 
W. Howes, formerly vice consul, has possession of the 
office to-day.”? * - * * * o * * 


** He was formerly vice consul, and is now connected 
with the express business. He has possession of the office, 


My friend from Vermont (Mr. Morritt] says | 
| 











and is reading dispatches which arrived from the State 
Department this day. Should this be so? The enemies of 
our country may take advantage of this condition of things 
to the detriment of our country.”’ 

Mr. PATTERSON. Mr. Giddings had no one 
with him, as I understand, but a young boy, six- 
teen or seventeen years of age, who was inex- 
perienced in these matters. On his death the 
consulate was left entirely in charge of that boy; 
and this Mr. Howes, who is suspected of being 
disloyal, and with all a little dishonest, so that he 
cannot properly be trusted with the affairs of the 
consulate, took charge of the office without any 
authority. 

Mr. SPALDING. I would ask the gentleman 
if he is not aware that there are at least twenty 
persons seeking that office, and among them even 
Senators and Representatives. 

Mr. PATTERSON. That may be so, but I 
do not see how it bears upon this question. This 
man Howes, before an appointment could be 
made, worked his way into the consulate without 
authority from any source whatever, and has 
taken possession of the private papers of the con- 
sulate and of communications from the State De- 
partment, some of which have reference to him- 
self, while others are of such a character that for 
good reasons they should not come to his knowl- 
edge. He has possession of those papers, and 
may make such use of them as he sees fit. The 
moment a knowledge of these facts came to the 
State Department, measures were taken to have 
him removed from the consulate. I ought, per- 
haps, to say that provision had been made pre- 
viously for filling the place temporarily. | 

Mr. MORRILL. The gentleman Jeien New | 
Hampshire has reflected on the character of J. | 
W. Howes, when I am satisfied he does not know | 
Mr. Howes. I have known him for years, and 
1 know this, that, unless he has changed very 
much within a short period, he is as honest and 
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cupied very responsible positions in an express | 


company, and 


have never heard his integrity 
impeached. 


I know he belongs to one of the 


first families in Vermont, and 1 cannot but be- | 
lieve that any impeachments of his character are | 
| slanders. 


Mr. PATTERSON. [I can only say in reply 
that Mr. Giddings, having had confidence in this 
Mr. Howes, communicated his impressions to the 


State Department in respect to him; the State De- | 


partment communicated with the Treasury De- 
partment and received information there that he 
could not be trusted, and that he should be re- 
moved from the consulate. There is no reason 
why he should be there now. I may be misin- 


formed in relation to the gentleman; | trust lam. | 


But how came he there? How has this honorable 
man worked his way there? He had no authority 


for taking the position. ButI do not wish to dis- | 


cuss that question further. 


I wish now to say a word in reference to the | 


Belgian mission. I think the gentleman labors 
under a mistake. He says that the proposition 
is to raise the grade of the minister to Belgium. 
That is not the proposition. That authority al- 
ready rests with the President. The proposition 
of the committee is not to authorize the President 
to increase the grade of a minister, but simply to 
enable him by an act of law to raise the grade 
without increasing the salary. 

Mr. WILSON, | desire to ask the gentleman 
from New Hampshire a question. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I yield for that purpose. 

Mr. WILSON. As I understand the gentle- 


man from New Hampshire the President has now | 
the power to increase this grade of a minister | 
If so, why is it proposed to confer that | 


resident. 
power upon him? 

Mr. PATTERSON. We do not seek to con- 
fer it. 

Mr. WILSON. Then why is it necessary to 
have any such provision in this bill? 


Mr. PATTERSON. 


with the advice and consent of the Senate, ap- 
point representatives of the grade of envoy ex- 
traordinary and minister plenipotentiary to ertain 
countries. 


this, **Can the President of the United States, 
without the advice and consent of the Senate, ap- 
point envoys extraordinary and ministers pleni- 
potentiary in place of ministers resident, and sec- 


retaries of legation to each of them?”’ Mr.Cushing, | 


the then Attorney General, taking the materials 


collected by Mr. Marcy, then Secretary of State, | 
worked out his very elaborate and learned opin- | 


ion, which is printed in the volume that I hold in 
my hand, and in which he gives the precedents 
and law on that subject, showing that the practice 
of the Government from its foundation had been 
for the President to appoint ministers ofall grades 
without any action by Congress. 

The reason why the impression had gone 
abroad that it was necessary to have a specific act 
in order to give the President authority to appoint 
ministers was that in the consular and dcplotnatic 
bills the places were mentioned by name at which 
certain salaries should be paid. That, however, 
did not take place until the last session of Con- 


gress under the Administration of Mr. Madison. | 


Previously to that the language of those appropri- 
ation bills had been general. Subsequently the 
consular and diplomatic bill of 1856 was intro- 
duced and passed. 


isters. 
authorizing the appointmentof a minister to Sar- 
dinia, adopted the language of 1855. So it did. 
But it does not follow that this act reasserted or 
established the constitutional right of Congress 
to limit or prescribe the action of the President 
in these appointments. 


And whatis the history of that matter? After 


the Italian campaign, ending with the battle of 


Solferino, the Government wished to express its 
sympathies for, and to pay a compliment to, the 
Italian Government. A bill was drawn looking 
to the appointment of a minister plenipotentiary 


|| to that court, and it was under consideration a 
truc a man as the country affords. He has oc- || long time in the Senate Committee on Foreign 


In 1855 bill was passed | 
providing that from and after the 13th of June, | 
the President of the United States should, by and | 


After the passage of that bill certain | 
interrogatories were put to the Attorney General | 
by the then Secretary of State. Among them was | 


In that act the word “ shall” | 
was omitted, because it was thought to be uncon- | 
stitutional to direct the President to appoint min- | 
It is now claimed that the act of 1860, | 
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Relations. The phrase used was that the Presi- 
dent * may’? appoint. Mr. Mason, who was then 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
saw the difficulty, and desired that the phrase 
should be modified. The committee authorized 
|| him so to correct the language of the act that it 
| should not be extra-constitutional. He labored 
over it for a long time, but was not able to pat it 
in a form that would suit the object of paying a 
compliment to Italy and at the same time keep 
within the language of the Constitution; and so 
he gave it up, leaving it to stand as it was. He 
did not wish, however, to take the direction of 
the bill on its passage, and asked Mr. Sumner 
todo so. It thus appears that the words were 
placed there solely for the sake of doing a com- 
plimentary thing to the new Government of Italy. 
This is the history of the whole matter. The 
passage of that bill was offensive to Austria, and 


doubtless was one reason why that Government 
| protested against the appointment of Mr. Bur- 
lingame as minister to Vienna, which resulted in 


his transfer to his present position in China, 

Mr. WILSON, I may notunderstand correctly 
| the answer of the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire, but it does not to my mind afford an answer 
to the question | propounded. [tis stated by the 
gentleman that the President has now the power, 
by virtue of the Constitution, to appoint minis- 
| ters of any grade; that he has the constitutional 
power to raise the grade of the minister to Bel- 
gium from that of minister resident to that of en- 
voy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary. 
Now, if the President possesses this power under 
and by virtue of the Constitution, can we confer 
any further power upon him by act of Congress? 
If we cannot, why should we attempt to do that 
|| which we cannot do? ‘That is the question I de- 
sire to have answered. 

While f am up I will put another question, so 
that the gentleman may answer both at the same 
time. Lask him whether the provision in this bill, 
in regard to fixing the rank of our ministers 
abroad, has not arisen out of the case of the min- 
ister to Belgium, and whether it is not sought to 
put through the case of the minister to that Power 
| by this general provision, so as to avoid the ob- 
| jection made before of special legislation ? 

Mr. KASSON. I ask my friend from New 
Hampshire to let me answer. | think | can sat- 
isfy my colleage in reference to the point that he 
has raised. The President has the right to ap- 
point ministers plenipotentiary, but the bill pro- 
vides that these ministers plenipotentiary shall 
receive seventy-five per cent. of the salary fixed 
forenvoys. Ifhe raises the grade from minister 
resident to that of envoy, he also raises the sal- 
ary, and that is not desired, beeause the expense 
of living is more regulated by the court than by 
the grade of the minister. In order to avoid the 
necessity of increase of salary the committee of 
conference provided that whenever such change 
is made he shall only receive the salary of min- 
ister resident. That fixes the compensation by 
the law of 1855. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I prefer now to proceed 
with my remarks. 1 will say, in relation to the 
first question, that it was not the purpose of the 
committee of conference to give the President any 
power which he does not now possess, or to at- 
tempt to give him by an act of Congress powers 
which he holds by virtue of the Constitution. The 
object was to reduce the salary of any gentleman 
whom he should choose to appoint envoy extraor- 
dinary and minister Peattera aa at any court 
where we now have a minister resident. ‘That is 
the only object of the proposition which the com 
mittee have laid before the House. 

In relation to the appointment of the present 
minister resident at the court of Belgium to a 
higher grade I know littleand care less. He isa 
gentleman of whom I have but little knowledge, 
and I do not care the value of a straw about this 
matter, so far asit concerns him. I think, how- 
ever, there is 4 misapprehension as to the nature 
of the proposition before the House. 

Mr. WILSON. I think there is a misappre- 
hension on the part of the conferees of the House 
in relation to their owr report. Itis said by the 
gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. Parrer- 
son] arid by my colleague [Mr. Kasson] that it 
is not proposed in this report to confer this power 
on the President—that he has it already by the 
Constitution, and that consequently it is not ne- 
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cessary for Congress to undertake to confer that 
which the Constitution has already conferred. ‘It 
is provided that envoys extraordinary and min- 
isters plenipotentiary appointed at places where 
the United States is represented by a minister 
resident shall receive the compensation fixed by 
law and appropriated for ministers resident, and 
no more. | understand in the bill as it is proposed 
to be amended it is provided that whenever the 
President deems it necessary for the public good 
he may increase the rank of these ministers. 

Mr. PATTERSON. That is out. 

Mr. WILSON. That was the provision in 
the bill as originally reported. The gentleman 
says that that is not the recommendation of the 
committee. Then it amounts to this: the com- 
mittee proposes that the President may, if he 
sees proper, exercise the power which he has 
under the Constitution to increase the rank of a 
minister resident to that of envoy extraordinary, 
and that the person whose rank is thus increased 
shall not receive any additional compensation. 
It seems to me that it is not in accordance with 
the proper respect duc on the part of this House 
to the dignity which should be maintained by this 
Government abroad to say that an officer shall 
have increased rank but not receive the compen- 
sation due to his increased rank, 

By reading this report, I see that so far as an 
attempt upon the part of the committee to confer 
power upon the President is concerned I was in 
error, a8 is also the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire; and therefore the answer of my colleague 
is complete in that regard; but that does not do 
away with the difficulty of tacitly inviting the 
President to increase the rank of the minister at 
Belgium, who represents us at the court of a 
foreign Power which has been most active in 
bringing about the establishment of Maximilian 
as emperor of the new empire of Mexico, Now 
that is a thing, when viewed in connection with 
the action this House has taken heretofore, which 
I think we ouglit not to do; neither should we in- 
vite the President, directly or indirectly, to do it. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Llinois. Lt was not 
my good fortune to be present when this matter 
was discussed on the original consideration of the 
bill, and-I did not hear what I have since read, 
the very elaborate and exhaustive speech of the 
gentleman from New Hampshire (Mr. Parrer- 
s0N]} upon the question of consular pupils, a ques- 
tion which in the first instance ought to have been 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. But, 
while | have no very fixed opinions-upon the 
subject of consular pupils, 1 must say | am un- 
alterably opposed to raising the grade of this 
minister at Belgium, for the reason that I think, 
ae my friend from lowa has suggested, it must 
necessarily bring with it an increase of hia salary, 
andi think  oughtto. Lundertake to say that if 
this provision is adopted, by the next Congress we 
shall have a provision in the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill to pay this minister the full 
amount of salary corresponding with the grade, 
and | think he ought to cae it. 

it is conceded thatthe President has authority, 
without any act of Congress, to appoint these 
ministers wherever he pleases; yet by putting in 
this provision here we invite the raising the grade 
in this instance and in many others; and this 
raising the grade, 1 say, will necessarily bring 
with ita demand for a corresponding salary. 

I must therefore vote against the report of the 
committee of conference, with the hope that the 
bill will go to another committee, which will at 
least cut out this provision for raising the’grade 
ef this minister at Belgium, a court which as the 
genteman has said, is more hostile to us than 
almost any court in Europe. Indeed, I recently 
received a letter from a gentleman oceupying a 
diplomatic position in Europe in which he spoke 
of the hosulity of this court, and in which heex- 
pressed a hope that no action of our Congress 
would give any increased dignity to that court by 
raising the grade of our minister. 

Mr. SPALDING. When this matter was up 
before it was fully discussed, and the House, 
after a great deal of deliberation, voted against 
both of these propositions, They voted decidedly 
against the appointing of these consular pupils, 
as they were then termed, some twenty-five in 
number, and now by the arrangement made by 
the conference committee the number is proposed 











ject to that. 





“from pupils to clerks, the principle remaining the 


same. ‘This whole matter is an innovation upon | 
the long-established usages of our country. Here- | 
tofore there has been no difficulty in finding | 
among the great mass of our citizens a sufficient 
number to attend to the duties of these consulates, | 
and yet it is now proposed to institute a favored 
class of individuals, who are to have fixed sala- 
ries, be educated, and who are not to be removable 
except under certain circumstances. To all that 
I object. 

L object also to this specific legislation, under 
the — of general legislation, to raise the grade 
of the minister resident at Belgium. It was said 
when this matter was before the House ona former 
occasion that the present incumbent was a man 
of affluence and needed no increase of salary. 
Now, I object to raising the rank for the conven- 
ience of any man, be his circumstances affluent 
or otherwise. I know the professed object now 
is to make the bill general and to accommodate 
it to all our foreign missions, but I cannot shut 
my eyes to the true object as developed when this 
measure was before us some weeks since. Then 
the provision was specific; then it was to accom- 
modate the incumbent of the office at Belgium; 
and I cannot come to any other conclusion than 
that the true object now is, under a general pro- 
vision, to accomplish that same purpose. 1 ob- 


I regret that this measure is reported when there 
are so many members of the House absent.. | 
am sorry that this measure is to be sprung upon 
the House at this time; but if gentlemen are de- 
termined to press it to a vote I shall content my- 
self with voting now as | have heretofore done, | 
against these measures. 

The learned gentleman from New Hampshire 
tells us that information comes either from the | 
Committee on Commerce of the Senate or from | 
the State Department that from nearly all our | 
consulates a j 





emand has come for an increase of 


salary. Why, sir, that is nothing unnatural or | 
unexpected. We have not an officer in the ser- 


vice of the Government at this time who would | 
not be glad to have an increase of his salary, and 
very many of them have sent in demands for an | 
increase. | 

Mr.PATTERSON. Will thegentlemanallow | 
me to explain for a moment? 

Mr. SPALDING. With pleasure. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I wish to say that the 
salary of consuls was fixed by the act of 1856, | 
with the expectation that these consular pupils or 
clerks would be appointed, and by the act of last | 
Congress requiring triplicate invoices of all goods | 
imported into this country the labors of consuls | 
were very much increased. That act has saved | 
to the Government many thousands in consular | 
fees, and has saved to the revenue, it is estimated, | 
$10,000,000 by the prevention of frauds. Butit | 
has so increased the labors of consuls that where 
they formerly hired only one clerk they are now 
required to employ three or four, and they are | 
consequently unable to pay for clerical hire. 

Mr. SPALDING. I give my friend from New 
Hampshire full credit for that explanation. | 
was about commenting upon it, for | understood 
him to say substantially when he wasup before | 
that the duties of consuls had been largely in- 
creased; that they were appointed under the ex- 
pectation that they would have the benefit of these 
consular pupils or clerks; that is to say, clerks 
employed at the public expense and not at their | 
own; and that now they are compelled to employ 
and pay their own clerks, 1 grant that their du- | 
ties have perhaps been inereased and made more 
arduous, but that is the case with most of the em- 
ployés of the Government. I appeal to the gen- | 
ueman if it is not the case with members of Con- 
gress even, and if our duties are not four times as 
arduous and embarrassing as the duties of mem- 
bers of Congress were six yearsago? Aud yet 
our pay is not raised. These foreign consuls all 
receive their pay as heretofore, in coin, and, as 
compared with the salary we receive for our poor 
services, their pay is nearly two dollars for our 
one. 

Now, | wish to put this plain question to the | 
gentleman from New Hampshire, if, with all this | 
mformation from the Committee on Commerce of 
the Senate, and all this information from the State | 
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salaries by the employment of consular clerks, 
he has heard of one solitary individual of them 
who has intimated a purpose of resigning his 
nlace unless his demands are complied with? If 
ve will give me one instance | will give up to him 
the whole argument. 

Mr, PATTERSON. I will give the gentleman 
one or two instances, The consul! at Glasgow has 
intimated to the State Department that he shall 
be obliged to resign and come home, for he ean- 
not live on his salary. The consul at Marseilles 
has intimated the same thing, and has overrun 
the income of the office three or four thousand 
dollars a year. 

Mr. COX. With the permission of my col- 
league, | will say that | have here a paper from 
the State Department, which shows the additional 
amounts paid for clerk hire by several ‘of the most 
important consuls, who expected to have the as- 
sistance of these clerks. It is stated in this doc- 
ument that the nécessary clerical and office ex- 
penses in 1858 were as follows—these expenses 
are paid entirely by the consul, from their own 
compensation—namely: at Liverpool, $4,000; at 
Havre, $3,000; at Hilo, $2,000; at Lahaina, $3,000; 
at Calcutta, $5,590; at Aspinwall, $600; at Hon- 
olulu, $3,000; at Havana, $4,000. ‘The consulat 
Paris states that he now pays for clerk hire $2,755 
per annum. At Shanghai, the same item, $6,550. 
Phis additional clerical force, | presume my co!l- 
league understands, is in consequence of our own 
legislation. Mr. Seward, in his letter of January 
9, 1864, upon this subject, says: 

“ Under the provisions also of the act of the 3d of March 
last, by which all invoices of goods imported into the Uni- 
ted States, instead of a few only, as was formerly the case, 
are required to be authenticated, and that, too, in tripli- 
eate, the clerical work in the consulates has increased 
many fold; and while the amount of consular fees paid 
into the Treasury is largely augmented, the consuls have 
received no increase of compensation for the additional 
labor and clerical expense to which they are thereby sub- 
jected.” 

Then follows a statement of additional fees paid 
into the Treasury by conguls, showing an increase 
in the past year of over one hundred thousand 
dollars. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 understand 
from the gentleman from Ohio that this increased 
cost for clerk hire is owing to the law of last Con- 
gress in regard to triplicating invoices. 

Mr. COX. A large amount of the additional 
labor thrown upon consuls was in consequence 
of that law. It was fully understood at the time 
that the law was enacted that it would increase 
the clerical labor in tite consulates. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of illinois. That I un- 
derstand; and | think it affords a very good rea- 
son why there should be an increase of these 
clerks. 1 understand, further, that the law has 
operated very much to the benefit of the Govern- 
ment in the detection and prevention of commer- 
clal frauds. ‘ 

Mr. COX. I see by a statement made in the 
Senate by the Senator from Michigan that-some 
ten million dollars has been saved to the Treas- 
ury of the United States in the detection of at- 
tempted frauds owing to this new system of in- 
voices. The Government really loses nothing, 
but gains much by increasing the number of con- 
sular clerks, [tis a question not merely of econ- 
omy but of justice to consuls who have to pay 
theic clerks out of their own salaries. 

Mr. KASSON. | believe the ground has been 
as fully covered in this debate as we can expect 
itto be. I move the previous question. 

Mr. MORRILL, 1 withdraw the motion to 
postpone, but I hope the House will reject the 
report, 

Mr, STROUSE. I desire to submit a few 
remarks to the House. 

Mr. KASSON. 1 will withdraw the previous 
question iu favor of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mr. STROUSE. I thank the gentleman from 
lowa for withdrawing the previous question. 
Mr. Speaker,.l very rarely take up the time ot 
the House for the purpose of delaying necessary 
legislaion; but | think it due to the subject be- 
fore the Elouse now to say a-few words upon it. 
It is surprising to me, Mr. Spenker, to see oppo- 
sition made when matters of this kind come up. 
There are certainly some moments when the bit- 


Departmentas to the demands of our foreign con- || ter feelings of parusan antagonism ean be relaxed 


to be lessened to thirteen, and their names changed || suls for an increase of pay or an inciease of thei || in this House. After all, 1 believe we ave yet 
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American people. If there ever wasa time when 
it was our duty to let the world know that we 
intend hosestly and conscientiously to maintain 
the integrity and honor of the Repu lic, phat time 
isnow. We can show that spirit in one way by 
exercising liberality toward our representatives 
abroad. I am astonished that gentlemen who 
pride themselves on their patriotism and loyalty, 
and who represent patriotic and loyal districts, 
should rise here and oppose measures that are 
calculated to bring credit and honor to the coun- 
try. 

1 have heard one gentleman remark, inthe course 
of this debate, that our consuls abroad are paid in 
gold. Certainly they are. In what else should 
they be paid? We, here, are content and are 
cee to take paper money at par, and we do 
not grumble at it, because itis the currency of the 
country at present. But I would like to ask that 

entleman, or any other gentleman of his pecu- 
political persuasion, what he could purchase 
for a bushel of greenbacks at Ningpo, Manilla, 
Shanghai, Jeddo, St. Petersburg, Nassau, Gib- 
raltar, Bremen, Hamburg, Bordeaux, Rio de Ja- 
neiro, or even at Quebec, on our very borders? 
Why, he would not get a breakfast for a ship- 
load of them. 

I am astonished to hear this sort of twaddle in 
the Hall of the House of Representatives of the 
United States of America. Is gold so scarce? It 
is not scarce. We have more gold in this coun- 
try now than there is in the rest of the world. 
Our Pennsylvania farmers have gold by the thou- 
sands of dollars. Gold is not scarce. It is not 
appreciated; paper is depreciated. We simply 
keep up the credit of greenbacks by mutual con- 
fidence. And we, who are denounced daily as 
copperheads, are the men who help to give them 
credit. We take this currency; we pay it out; 
we buy and sell for it; we look upon it as the 
currency of the country, because it has that an- 
cient and patriotic title, “* The United States prom- 
ise to pay.’’ Greenbacks are a ‘* neeessary evil.”’ 

Now, sir, I want tohearnomore of this. Let 
our consuls, our ministers resident, our embas- 

adors, our envoys extraordinary and ministers 
plenipotentiary, who are the representatives of 
the United States abroad, whether, like the late 
Mr. Giddings, in Canada, or in Japan, be paid 
in gold. Let them be paid liberally; let them be 
able, under all circumstances and in whatever 
country, be able to stand up under the American 
flagand say proudly, ‘* 1am the representative of 
the United States of America.”” We want no 
‘* small potato business’’ here. [Laughter.] We 
want our men paid well. We want them paid 
in coin. We want them paid in the money of the 
world. We want them paid in gold, the stand- 
ard of value, the money of the Constitution. If 
we take ‘‘ greenbacks’’ thatis our own business. 
We do not propose to let outsiders interfere in 
our internal affairs; lam for the Monroe doctrine 
in everything. When we go among foreign na- 
tions let us show that we not only have paper 
money but gold. 

Why, sir, we have more gold than any other 
nation. Our mines in California and elsewhere 
are continually producing gold. And, sir, not 
only that, I represent the great coal and iron 
mines of Pennsylvania, which produce enough to 
pay the whole corps diplomatique in sound metal. 
Our resources are inexhaustible and we should 
deal liberally by all of our representatives at home 
and abroad, to give strength, credit, and renown 
to our Republic, which will, in a short time, un- 
der Democratic rule, be again the United States of 
America! 

Mr. KASSON. Mr, Speaker, I desire to say 
a few words in reply to what has been said. I 
think that the question involved is a very plain 
one. It is whether under the existing law when 
ministers resident are raised to the rank of en- 
voys their salaries shall be increased as is pro- 
vided in the law of 1855. Itis deemed proper at 
this time, when we do not wish to increase these 
salaries, that a provision to that effect should be 
incorporated into this bill. ‘That is all there is 
of it, I certainly think that the House, as well 
as the Senate, will yield to that amendment. It 


i simply an economical provision and nothing 
else. 
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clerks. 


We leave the power where it is, but take away 
the necessity of raising the pay of these ministers; 
that is all there is of it. 

Mr. WARD. Mr. Speaker, with the permis- 
sion of the gentleman from lowa I will say afew 
words. It seems to me there has been one over- 
sight in considering this proposition. Gentlemen 
have failed to mention the annoyance and morti- 
fication of our ministers resident abroad, when 
they see the representatives of fourth-rate Pow- 
ers taking precedence of the representatives of 
this great nation. ln my judgment, this state of 
affairs is derogatory to our dignity and injurious 
to our interests. The critical state of our interna- 
tional relations constitutes a cogent, strong, and 
urgentreason for its immediate correction. F think 
that their rank ought in many cases to be raised; 
and | am in favor not only of raising the rank, but 
also of increasing the pay of these ministers resi- 
dent. I would place them in a position where they 
would not be subjected to the present humiliation, 
or be injured in the influence legitimately belong- 
ing to them as the eapeanentatinen of this Govern- 
ment. In regard to the clerks for whom this bill 
isintended to provide | would say that provision is 
rendered necessary in consequence of Congress 
failing to carry into effect the law concerning con- 
sular pupils. Our principal consuls have been 
compelled to employ their own clerks, and to pay 
them out of their own salaries. The intention of 
the original act was to give them pupils in place 
of clerks; and I think that this provision is just 
and proper. 

The question then recurred on agreeing to the 
report of the committee of conference, 

The House was divided; and there were—ayes 
37, noes 52; nq quorum voting. 

Mr. WILSON demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wixson and 
Cox were appointed. 

The report was rejected; the tellers having re- 
ported—ayes 39, noes 55. 

Mr. MORRILL moved that there bea further 
conference on the disagreeing votes between the 
two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to. 


GOLD BILL—AGAIN. 
The SPEAKER. The House will now re- 


sume the consideration of the gold bill. 
Mr. STROUSE moved that the House adjourn. 
The motion was disagreed to. 


Mr. HOOPER. Mr. Speaker, before calling |) 


the previous question I wish to say a few words 
in reply to the objections which have been urged 


against the bill. It seems to me those objections || 


are ingenious and technical rather than practical. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Gan- 
son] objects on the ground that a contract for the 
transportation of gold would be prohibited by the 
term ‘‘delivery,’’ ascontained in this bill. It oc- 


curs to me that the express man is acting as the |, 


agent for the purchaser, and the delivery referred 
to in my amendment takes place when the gold 
is put into his possession for transportation. But 
to meet the objection | will modify my amendment 
by striking out the word ‘ or’’ in the fourth line 
and inserting ‘‘and;’’ so that it will read ‘* sale 
and delivery,’’ &c.;and I make the same modifi- 
cation in line thirteen, after the word * sale;’’ and 
also in the twenty-second line. 

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Penpieton] 
asks me upon what phrase in the Constitution 
this bill is founded. I would call his attention to 
the eighth section, which authorizes Congress to 
provide for the general welfare; and also to the 
next paragraph but one, which grants the power 
to regulate commerce with foreign nations. There 
is also the power to coin money and regulate the 
value thereof. I move the previous question on 
the bill. 

Mr. DRIGGS. Will the gentleman allow me 
to say one word? I ask but for a minute. 

Mr. HOOPER. | will, if the gentleman will 
renew the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. DRIGGS. Iwill. I desiresimply tosay 
that though my experience in gold speculation 
is probably not greater than-+that of other mem- 


As to the other question, itis generally conceded || bers, at the same time I am decidedly opposed to 


that it is to the interest of commerce to adopt this || 





any attempt by legislation to regulate transactions 


| Mr, MORRILL. 
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merce of the country to give these additional | 
Some of the members of the Committee | 
on Commerce I know are interested in this matter, 
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between individuals. I conceive that we should 
only make ourselves ridiculous y the attempt. 
This bill provides that it shall be unlawful to make 
any contract for the delivery of gold or to pay 
in any other currency than that of the United 
States. Now, sir, suppose I were the owner of 
| a house and lot, or of any other property which 
I desired to exchange for gold. Can the Con- 
gress of the United States prevent any such trans- 
action between myself and my neighbor? 1 think 
not. If I might be allowed to offer an amend- 
ment I would move to strike outall after the enact- 
ing clause, and the bill would then be more val- 
uable than it is in itspresentshape. I renew the 
demand for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. PENDLETON moved to lay the bill on 
the table. 

Mr. COX called for the yeas and nuys. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was put; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 53, nays 47; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C, Allen, Ancona, Augustus C. 
Baldwin, James 8. Brown, Chanler, Cox, Driggs, Eden, 
Edgerton, Eldridge, Finck, Ganson, Griswold, Hale, Hard- 
ing, Harrington, Charles M. Marris, Higby, Hutchins, Wil- 
liam Johnson, King, Knapp, Law, Long, Mallory, Marcy, 
McDowell, James R. Morris, Morrison, Noble, Pendleton, 
Perry, Price, Samuel J. Randall, Robinson, Ross, Scott, 
Starr, William G. Steele, Strouse, Sweat, Thomas, Tracy, 
| Upson, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Ward, William B. Wash- 
| burn, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Joseph W. White, Wil- 
liams, and Winfield—53. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Allisor, Arnold, John D. Bald- 
win, Baxter, Beaman, Jacob B. Blair, Boutwell, Ambrose 
W. Clark, Cobb, Henry Winter Davis, Thomas T. Davis, 
Dawes, Dixon, Donnelly, Eliot, Fenton, Frank, Gooch, 
Grinnell, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, Joho 
H. Hubbard, Hulburd, Ingersoll, Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, 
Kelley, Littlejohn, Longyear, Marvin, Samuel F. Miller, 
Morrill, Daniel Morris, Charles O'Neill, Orth, Alexander 
H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, Sloan, Spalding, Thayer, 
Elihu B. Washburne, Webster, Wilson, and Windom—-47. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 


During the roll-eall, 

Mr. HOLMAN stated that he was paired off 
with Mr. Kexiioea, of Michigan, otherwise he 
would have voted jn the affirmative. 

Mr. ANCONA stated that Mr. Miruzr, of 
Pennsylvania, was detained from the House by 
sickness. 
| Mr. GANSON moved to reconsider the vote 
| by which the bill was laid on the table; and also 
| moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
| table. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
motion I demand the yeas and nays, 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was put; and there were—yeas 
51, nays 51; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ancona, Augustus C, 
Baldwin, James 8S. Brown, Chanter, Cox, Driggs, Eden, 
Sdgerton, Eldridge, Finek, Ganson, Griswold, Harding, 
Harrington, Charlies M. Harris, Higby, Hutchins, William 
| Johnson, King, Knapp, Law, Long, Mallory, Marey, Me- 

Dowell, James R. Morris, Morrison, Noble, Odell, Pendie- 
ton, Perham, Perry, Price, Samuel J. Randall, Robinson, 
| Ross, Scott, Starr, William G. Steele, Strouse, Sweat, 
| Thomas, Tracy, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Ward, Wheeler, 

Chilton A. White, Joseph W. White, and Winfield—51. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alleys Allison, Arnold, John D. Bald- 
win, Baxter, Beaman, Jacob B. Blair, Boutwell, Ambrose 
W. Clark, Cobb, Heury Winter Davis, Thomas 'T. Davis, 
Dawes, Dixon, Donnelly, Eliot, Fenton, Frank, Gooch, 
Grinne'l, Hale, Hooper, Hotchkiss Asahel W. Hubbard, 
John Ri. Hubbard, Hulburd, Ingersoll, Jenckes, Julian, 
Kasson, Kelley, Littlejohn, Longyear, Marvin, Samuel F, 
Miller, Morrill, Daniel Morris, Charles O’ Neill, Orth, Pat- 
terson, Alexander H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, Sloan, 
Spalding, Thayer, Upson, Elihu B. Washburne, William 
B.Washburn, Webster, Wilson, and Windom—5l. 


| . The SPEAKER. The Chair votesin the neg- 
ative, and the motion is not laid on the table. 
so question recurred on the motion to recon- 
sider. 

Mr. WILSON. I demand the previous ques- 

| tion on the motion to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question is 
hardly necessary, inasmuch as the motion will 
not be debatable. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 
postpone the motion to reconsider until to-mor- 
row, aud on that motion I demand the previous 
question. 

Mr. COX. I move to.postpone it indefinitely. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Mhinois. The gentle- 








Upon that 





1 man has not the floor to make that motion. 


1 suggest to the gentleman 


] from Lllinois that he move to postpone it until 


Saturday next. 
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the demand for the previous question, and now 
move to postpone the further consideration of the 





Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I withdraw || 


} 


motion until Saturday next, after the morning | 


hour, and upon that motion I demand the pre- 
yious question, 

Mr. COX. I move to lay the whole subject 
on the table, including the gentleman’s motion 
and everything else. 

The SPEAKER. That motion isin order, an- 
other motion having intervened since the question 
was last taken upon laying on the table. 

Mr. COX. I call for the yeas and nays on my 
motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 49, nays 53; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ancona, Augustus C. 
Baldwin, James 8. Brown, Chanler, Cox, Eden, Edgerton, 
Eldridge, Finck, Ganson, Griswold, Hale, Harding, Har- 
rington, Charles M. Harris, Higby, Hutchins, William 
Johnson, King, Knapp, Law, Long, Mallory, Marcy, Mc- 
Dowell, James R. Morris, Morrison, Noble, Odeti, Pendle- 
ton, Perry, Price, Samuel J. Randall, Robinson, Ross, Scott, 
William G, Steele, Strouse, Sweat, Thomas, Tracy, Voor- 
hees, Wadsworth, Ward, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, 
Joseph W. White, and Winfield—49, 

NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Arnold, John D. 
Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Jacob B. Blair, Boutwell,Broom- 
all, Ambrose W, Clark, Cobb, Henry Winter Davis, Thomas 
T. Davis, Dawes, Dixon, Donnelly, Eliot, Fenton, Frank, 
Gooch, Grinnell, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, 
Hulburd, Ingersoll, Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Little- 
john, Longyear, Marvin, Samuel F. Miller, Daniel Morris, 
Charles O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, Perham, Alexander H. 
Rice, Edward H. Rollins, Sloan, Spalding, Starr, Thayer, 
Upson, Ellihu B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, 
Webster, Wilson, Windom, and Woodbridge —53. 

So the House refused to lay the whole subject 
on the table. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. A. W. CLARK stated that his colleague, 
Mr. Van VALKENBURGH, was absent from the city. 

The result of the vote having been announced 
as above recorded, the question recurred on the 
demand for the previous question on the motion 
to comrees until Saturday. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the motion to postpone was agreed to. 


CALIFORNIA LAND TITLES. 


On motion of Mr. HIGBY, by unanimous con- 
sent, Senate bill No. 109, to expedite the settle- 
ment of titles to land in the State of California, 
was taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first 
and second time by its tide,and referred to’ the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


VETO POWER IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 


The SPEAKER stated the next business in 
order to be the consideration of the unfinished 
business of yesterday, being the bill of the Sen- 
ate in regard to the veto power in Washington 
Territory, the pending question being on the 


passage of the bill. 








Mr. THAYER. I move that the House do now | 


adjourn. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I trust my 
friend from Pennsylvania will not press that mo- 
tion. The gentleman from Washington [Mr. 
Coxe] has the floor upon the pending bill, and I 
am sure we shallall be very much gratified to hear 
him. 1 hope he will be permitted to proceed with 
his remarks. 

Mr. THAYER. Very well, sir; I withdraw 
the motion. 

Mr. COLE, of Washington, Mr. Speaker, I 
could not allow this measure, which affecte the 
people whom I have the honor to represent on this 
floor, to pass without entering my solemn protest 
against it. By what influence the Senate was in- 
duced to pass the bill is unknown to me, except 
so far as appears from the record of the action of 
that body in regard to it. 

| do not know any one in the Territory of 
Washington who desires the passage of this act. 
I have been asked by several members, since thia 
matter was up yesterday, why it is that the Ter- 
ritory of Washington should be made an excep- 
tion to all the other Territories in this matter of 
giving the veto power to the Governor. I would 
reply to that inquiry by giving a short history of 
the organization of that Weerhory, 

In 1848 the Congress of the United States passed 
an act-organizing all our then possessions on the 
Pacific coast beyond the Rocky mountains into 
the Territory of Oregon. All that country north 


rate a bank or any institution with banking powers, or to 
| 


Gong of the United States. 
| 
| 
| 
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| ninth parallel, lying between the Rocky mount- 
ains and the Pacific ocean, was organized into 
the Territory of Oregon. There was a popula- 
tion there which had formed a provisional govern- 
ment, made its own laws, elected its own Governor 
and various territorial officers, its Legislature 
and its judges, and governed itself until the year 
1848, when Congress saw fit to organize that 
country into a Territory of the United States. 
The people who had settled that country were 
| mostly from the frontier States of the West, from 
| Illinois, Lowa, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, 
|} and Missouri. They had traversed the plains 
and had endured hardships innumerable. They 
| had, in fact, settled in favor of the Government 
| of the United States the question of title between 
| it and the Government of Great Britain to all that 
| country on the Pacific coast. Finding that this 
| people had done so much to give to the United 
| States our vast Pacific possessions, and that they 
had shown themselves so competent for self-gov- 
| ernment, Congress, in providing an organic act 
| 
| 


for the Territory, left out, contrary to the usual 
custom in organizing new Territories, the pro- 
vision giving the veto power to the Governor. 
Congress also gave to that Territory other legis- 
lation which it has never given to any other Ter- 
In the year 1850 
Congress passed an act giving to an actual set- 
tler on the public lands in the Territory of Ore- 
gon, which then comprised Washington Terri- 
tory, six hundred and forty acres if he were a 
| married man, and three undid and twenty acres 
| if he were a single man, conditioned upon four 
| years’ residence and cultivation. This was done 
| probably for the same reason as that for which 
Congress gave to the Territory a liberal organic 
act, as a remuneration in part for the essential 
service rendered by that people to the Govern- 
| ment. 
I had the honor of taking some part in the early 
legislation of the Territory of Oregon. I became 
a resident of Oregon in 1850, and was a resident 


| of it during eight years of its territorial exist- 


ence. About a quarter of the population of the 
Territory was embraced within the present limits 
of Washington Territory, prior to its organiza- 
tion. The population were of the same character 
and class—a permanent, industrious people, not 
a migratory people like those of California or of 
the new Territories of Idaho and Montana. It 
is true that a portion of Idaho was taken from 
Washington, in fact all of present Idaho; but it 
was settled up, not by the old settlers of Wash- 
ington Territory, but principally by Californians 
and people from the States. ‘ 

In 1853 the organic act of Washington Terri- 
tory was passed by Congress, and the people 
were allowed the same privileges in regard to 
enacting their laws that the people of Oregon Ter- 
ritory were in the act organizing that Territory. 
In order that the House may understand just 
what powers were given to the people of Wash- 
ington Territory in their organi act, I will ask 
the Clerk to read a section from the law organ- 
izing the Territory. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the legislative 
power of the Territory shall extend to all rightful subjects 
of legislation, not inconsistent with the Constitution and 
laws of the United States. But no law shall be passed in- 
terfering with the primary disposal of the soil ; no tax shall 
be imposed upon the property of the United States; nor 
shall the lands or other property of non-residents be taxed 
higher than the lands or other property of residents, All 
the laws passed by the Legislative Assembly shall be sub- 
mitted to the Congress of the United States, and, if disap- 
proved, shall be nulland of no effect: Provided, That noth- 
ing in this act shall be construed to give power to incorpo- 





borrow money in the name of the Territory, or to pledge 
the taith of the people of the same, for any loan whatever, 
directly or indirectly. No charter granting any privileges of 
making, issuing, or putting into circulation any notes or bills 
in the likeness of bank notes, or any bonds, scrip, drafts, 
bills of exchange, or granting any other banking powers or 
privileges, shal) be passed by the Legislative Assembly ; nor 
shall the establishment of any branch or agency of any such 
corporation, derived from other authority, be allowed in said 
Territory; nor shall said Legislative Assembly authorize 
the issue of any obligation, scrip, or evidence of debt, by 
said Territory, in any mode or manner whatever, except 
certificates forservice to said Territory. And all such jaws, 
or any law or laws inconsistent with the provisions of this 
act, shall be utterly null and void. And all taxes shall be 
equal and uniform ; and no distinctions shall. be made in 
the assessments between the different kinds of property, but 
the assessments shall be according to the value thereoi. To 


ce 


avoid improper influences, which may result from intermix- | 





of the forty-second parallel and south of the forty- ing in one and the same act such things as have no proper 
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relation to each other, every law shail embrace but one 
object, and that shall be expressed in the title. 

Mr. COLE, of Washington. It will be seen, 
Mr. Spepker, that the powers of the Legislature of 
Washington Territory are very limited, that they 
hardly exceed those of the board of supervisors of 
acounty inthe State of New Yor, Besides this, 
all laws of the Legislature are to be submitted to 
the Congress of the United States, and if disap- 

roved by Congress they are to be null and void. 

ere you have anabsolute veto. All laws incon- 
sistent with the organic act are null and void; 
and the court to decide upon them is a court ap- 
pointed by the President of the United States. 
At the time of its organization the population was 
about five thousand. Its present population is 
three or four times that number—somewhat less, 
notmuch—and with about the same ability to sus- 
tain a State organization astwoof hersister Ter- 
ritories which are about to assume position in the 
family of States, if their people listen to the voice 
of politicians instead of consulting their own in- 
terests.. The principal interests of our people are 
farming and lumbering. But a small amount of 
mining is carried on within the present limits of 
our Territory, though good mines exist through- 
out its entire eastern section. But the adjacent 
mines in Idaho present greater inducements at 
present. 

Men who are elected to the Legislature are gen- 
erally men who are interested in the welfare of 
the Territory, and I venture the assertion that no 
Territory possesses a better code of laws or are 
the people in any better satisfied with their con- 
dition. We have had some half dozen Govern- 
ors, none of whom, if we except the present in- 
cumbent, has desired the veto power. 

The people have not abused the power with 
which the Legislature has beenclothed. Nocon- 
flict between the Territory and the General Gov- 
ernment has ever arisen. The plan, so far as our 
Territory is concerned, has worked well. And 
I may add, for the eight years of the territorial 
existence of Oregon 1 was a citizen of that Ter- 
ritory, it worked equally well there. The people 
there as well as in Washington Territory proved 
themselves abundantly able to make their own 
laws. No portion of the people of my Territory 
have asked for this change. o acts on the part 
of the people or the Legislature coming in con- 
flict with any interests of the General Government 
have ever been perpetrated or enacted. And no 
considerable number of the people of the Terri- 
tory, and I doubtifany of its permanent residents, 
would look upon this change with favor. It was 
stated in the other branch of Congress when this 
bill was before it for consideration that the Fed- 
ecul officers of the Territory had askedit. Itmay 
be true that the Governor of the Territory, and 
perhaps some other of the Federal officials— 
though I think not many—ma_ay desire it and they 
may have asked for it. ButI am quite certain 
no permanent citizensof the Territory of any party 
desire it. Were we always certain of having a 
Governor selected from among our own citizens, 
or could the people of the Territory elect their 
Governor, the case would be different, as the legis- 
lative power would then be entirely in the hands 
of those who are identified with our interests and 
understand our wants. But gentlemen all know 
what kind of men are generally sent out to new 
Territories by the party in power, it makes no 
difference what party that may be. 

I am certain that gentlemen who represent the 
new States, and were residents of those States 
when they were Territories, will agree with me 
when I say they are not generally men noted for 
their talents, and their morals are not always cal- 
culated to improve and elevate even a frontier 
community. They are more frequently men who 
are anxious for place, as a requital for services 
rendered, or supposed to have been rendered, to 
the party tps them, eae are known 
generally to be unfit for position in the States, and 
they are therefore sent off to the Territories not 
so much because they are supposed to possess 
the necessary qualifications for the position, but 
they are “* troublesome fellows,”’ and the Admin- 
istration must get rid of them. Having received 
their commission, signed by the President, with 
the broad seal of the Union affixed, they set out 
for their destination. Arriving inthe Territory, 


they very frequently imagine themselves, if not 
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‘* monarch of all they survey,” at least decidedly | and unfaithful to them. I did not know sucha 


*¢some pumpkins.” 


people they endeavor to impress them with their 
importance by “ putting onairs,”’ (as itis termed 
in the expressive language of the country,) and 
playing the cheap lion on all occasions. Fron- 
tiersmen are generally good judges of human na- 
ture, and these would-be great men soon find their 
true position. It may be that it would be safer 
and more conducive to the interests of the people 
of the Territory to place legislation under the con- 
trol of such a person, if such, perchance, should 
occupy the gubernatorial chair; but it will be very 
difficult to make the people of my Territory so 
understand it. They have been accustomed to 
make their own laws for eleven years without the 
intervention of an executive veto used by the 
stranger your Executive sends among them, and 
they have duly appreciated the power conferred 
upon and the trust reposed in them, and they 
will feel it a hardship that. this abridgment of 
their liberties should be made without cause. 
The people of Washington Territory area loyal 
people. They are loyal to the Government and 
io the Constitution. They deeply sympathize 
with that band of heroes who are bravely fight- 
ing to restore obedience to the Constitution and 
the laws. Itis true they have not been called 
upon to shoulder the musket in defense of their 


country inits present struggle for existence among | 


the nations of the world, yet they have given 
largely in proportion to their means to the sani- 
tary cause, and in times past have bared their 
bosoms to the Indian arrow and bullet. They 
are attached to the Union. They pay without 
murmuring the taxes you impose, though they 
have no voice in imposing those taxes. With 
them ‘‘representation does not go with taxation,” 
an evil of which our forefathers bitterly com- 
plained. It is true a Delegate from a Territory 
may speak and make motions, (though even that 
poor privilege was questioned by a gentleman 


on the opposite side of the House yesterday ,) but 


he has no rightto vote. [am not complaining 
of this, but what | do complain of is your abridg- 


ing our right to enact such little local legislation as | 


may be found necessary from time to time to pro- 
vide for and protect our own local interests. 

I repeat, our population is of a permanent char- 
acter, and men are not likely to get into the Le- 


Coming in contact with the | 





gislature who have not theinterests of the people | 


at heart. It was stated in the other branch ot 
Congress when this bill was under discussion 
that the Delegate from the Territory desired the 


passage of this bill; that he said the people | 


were of a transient character, and many men got 
into the Legislature who had no interest in the 
country,.and burdened the people with oppress- 
ive taxes; and it was upon such false represent- 
ations as these that the bill passed the Senate. 
No such opinions were ever entertained or ex- 


pressed by me, and no person was ever author- | 


ized to place me in that position. Whenever the 
people of my ‘Territory feel themselves incompe- 
tent to exercise what rights they now possess, 
and desire the General Government to resume 
a portion of them, they are abundantly able to 
say so, and it will then be competent for Con- 
gress to act upon the matter. Or if any gentle- 
man upon this floor will point out wherein they 
have misused their rights to the injury of the 
General Government, | will then listen with some 
patience to a proposition to abridge them. 

As the Delegate from that Territory this House 
will bear me witness that I have not been back- 
ward in introducing measures to the consideration 
of the House which I thought to be conducive to 
the interests of the Territory. Some of those meas- 
ures have been favorably considered by the House 
and the Senate, and have become laws; others are 
stil sleeping in committees (1 wish I had power 
to get them out) which have been favorably 
considered by them; and other very important 
measures to the people of my Territory have been 
Sore fear, to the ** tomb of the Capulets.”’ 
Had I desired the passage of this bill | would 
have been very likely to have introduced it and 
asked for it the favorable consideration of the 
House. If the majority of this House desire to 
pass it, they have the power and the right to do 
so; but | must*be allowed to enter my most sol- 
emn and emphatic protest against it in the name 
of the people of my Territory. Were I to neg- 
lect doing so I should be alike untrue to myself 





| coneurrence of this Louse. 


bill was under consideration in the Senate until it 
had passed that body and came in here for the 
I tried to send it to 


| the Committee on Territories, so as to get it out 


| of the way for this session at least. 
that, and the House, by the vote upon the ques- 


Failing in 


j 


tion of reference, indicating a disposition to pass | 
it, [ must be allowed to say that! think ita most 


unwise measure, and not calculated to do any 


| good either to my Territory or to the country. 


. The question does not presentitself to the House 


| in the light of an original proposition in the or- 


| they will think it a serious matter. 


| here. 


| know their feelings. 


| Union. 





ganization of a new Territory, when the organic 
act is first given the people to govern them, how- 
ever questionable its propriety then. But you 
propose to take away rights the people have been 
accustomed to exercise for sixteen years: five 
years as an integral part of Oregon, and eleven 
years as citizens of Washington; and that, too, 


without cause, without their having betrayed or | 
They will | 
. ape Saha a 
inquire into the cause of this abridgment of their 


violated the trust reposed in them. 


liberties. They will feel aggrieved at your action, 
and if it is done at the instance of Federal officials 
you have sent among them, it will be a cause of 
irritation toward them, and may lead to serious 
results. You may think it a trifling matter, but 
Parties in 
that far-off Territory are not altogether divided 
upon questions upon which parties are organized 
The most natural division, and, in fact, 
the real division, is that of Federal clique party 
and the People’s party. 
ilo not belong to the people’s party, for you can 
find some in every community who can be in- 
fluenced by the arguments which power and pa- 
tronage can yield, men who 
crook the pregnant hinges of the knee, 
Where thrift may follow fawning.” 


| We are not altogether free from them in our Ter- 


ritory; yet the substantial citizens are generally 
made of different stuff. 

As a whole the people of my Territory are a 
people it were an honor to serve even in the ca- 





Itjs true all the people | 


pacity of a territorial delegate. I have been identi- | 


fied with their interests and that of their immedi- 


know the jealousy they feel toward the stranger 
clothed with a ** little brief authority’’ to rule and 


| ate neighbor, Oregon, for nearly fifteen years. I | 
I have witnessed their many || 
| and untold hardships in crossing the sandy plains 
| and mountain steeps, and in driving back the sav- || 
| age foe, and hewing out homes for themselvesand | 
| their children in the forest and prairie wilds. [ 


lord over them you send among them upon every | 


change in the national Administration. And now 
if those whom they look upon already as at least 
not of them seek to increase their power, by de- 
priving them ofa moiety of liberty they now pos- 
sess, | know the chagrin and mortification it will 
causethem. Itistruea Territory at bestis but a 
state of semi-vassalage, yet my Territory has en- 


joyed comparative freedom in matters of local leg- | 


islation within the scope of the organic act given 
them by Congress, which is quite circumscribed, 
yet they have been accustomed to acertain amount 
of freedom, and any abridgment of it without 


—-— 


cause will, | repeat, Mr. Speaker, be to them a | 


will be populous enough for a State. 


| sad grievance. We are in a remote section of the | 
It will be a long, long while before we | 


We shall | 


have toendure our territorial vassalage many years | 
to come; make it, I entreat you, Mr. Speaker, as | 


light as possible. Brighten, encourage, build up 


a love for the Union and the Constitution of our | 


beloved country in that weak, dependent, and 
distant ward: one day she will repay you for all 


you have bestowed upon her. Ido not say you 


can drive her from you by harshness and sever- | 


ity, bute I do say itis better to soothe than to 
ruffle her spirit. Your income tax, your license 


tax, your direct tax, and your import duties, fall | 


equally upon us as upon yourselves. We pay 
all withouta murmur. You have increased those 
taxes nearly two-fold this Congress. Although 
it is taxaticn, as [ said before, without representa- 


tion, yet the people of my Territory will pay it, | 


believing it to be necessary to sustain the Gov- 
ernment in this trying crisis; but do not, Mr. 
Speaker, insult them by the passage of this bill 


| the kindness you have displayed and all the favors | 
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| to use the power you propose to rob the people ot 
| to give to them. 








at the instance of those who are not sufficiently | 


identified in feelings and interests with the people 





'| phia, and New York, for the year 1864, asked 


If men sometimes find their way into our Le- 
gislature who are not sufficiently identified with 
the interests of the people to properly represent 
them, how can we expect the stranger reared in 
a distant land, intrusted with the lever of the veto 
power, to better that condition of things? [know 
it is said it is but a qualified veto; but we prefer 
no veto toa qualified veto. I know it is said in 
other Territories the Governor is clothed with the 
veto power, and in the instance of Utah it is ab- 
solute. The old lady, when remonstrated with 
for skinning eels alive, said, ‘*Oh! that is noth- 
ing; they are used to it; lL have done that these 
thirty years!”? Well, Mr. Speaker, we are not 
used to it. It will not help the condition of these 
Territories by depriving us of a portion of our 
rights. You have been very indulgent toward 
us; but yourindulgence has not spoiledus. We 
deserve no chastisement; and pray do not inflict 
itupon us. With these remarks, Mr. Speaker, 
I leave the question, and move to lay the bill on 
the table, and on that question demand the yeas 
and nays, in order that the people of my Terri- 
tory may be apprised who are the men in this 
House so anxious to serve them without their 
aid being sought. 


Mr. THAYER moved that the House adjourn, 
REVISION OF LAWS OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 


Pending the motion to adjourn, Mr. DAVIS, 
of New York, by unanimous consent, moved to 
take up Senate joint resolution No. 59, to provide 
for the revision of the laws of the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

‘The motion was agreed to; and the resolution 
was taken up, read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 


Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts, from the 
Committee on Printing, reported the following 
resolution; which was read, considered, and agreed 
to: 


Resolved, Tliat there be printed thirty thousand copies of 
the annual report of the Commissioner of Patents ; twenty 
thousand for the use of the House, and ten thousand for 
the Patent Office. 


PAY OF CONTESTANTS. 
Mr. WADSWORTH. 


Lask unanimous con- 


| sent to introduce the following resolution, for 
| reference: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed, out 
of the contingent fund, to pay Colonel John H. McHenry, 
jr., and James H. Bitch, lately contesting seats in thia 
tlouse, each the monthly pay of a member of Congress, 
from the beginning of this session to the Ist of June, in- 
stant, to reimburse them their expenses incurred in con- 
ducting said contests. 

Mr. BEAMAN. [I object. 

The motion to adjourn was then agreed to. 

And then (ata quarter to four o’clock, p.m.) the 
House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
WepnNeEsDAY, June 8, 1864. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Bowman. 
The Journal of yesterday was read andapproved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Interior, 
communicating, in obedience to law, the accounts 
of the superintendent of Indian affairs for the 
southern superintendency for the first quarter of 
the year 1864; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. TEN EYCK presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of the United States engaged in the manu- 
facture and working of marble, remonstrating 
against any increase of the present duty on mar- 
ble; which was referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. ANTHONY, from the Committee on Na- 


val Affairs, to whom was referred a memorial. of 
israel Deming, praying to he relieved from the 
further fulfillment of his contract for jurnishng 
rations for the marines at Washington, Piuladel- 
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to be discharged from its further consideration; 
which was agreed to. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred a bill (H. R. No. 504) to authorize | 
cretary of the Treasury to sell the marine | 


the Ss 
hospital and grounds at Chicago, Illinois, and to 


purchase a new site and build a new hospital, re- | 


ported it without amendment. 


Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Committee on the | 


Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill (S. No. 
296) in relation to the fees and emoluments of the 
marshal, attorney,and clerk of the supreme court 
of the District of Columbia, and for other pur- 
poses, reported it with an amendmeat, 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives (No. 45) toenable the Secretary of the 
Treasury to obtain the title to certain property 
in Carson City, and Territory of Nevada, for the 
purposes of a branch mint located in said place, 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


MESSAGE FROM TUE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Luioyp, its Chief Clerk, announced that 
the House of Representatives had passed the bill 
of the Senate (No. 216) to grant the right of pre- 
emption to certain settlers on the “ Rancho Bolsa 
de ‘Tomales,’’ in the State of California. 

The message further announced that the House 


of Representatives had passed a bill (No. 486) to | 


amend an act entitled ‘An act to provide a tem- 
porary government for the Territory of Idaho,”’ 
approved March 3, 1863; in which it requested 
the concurrence of the Senate, 


ENKOLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


‘The message further announced thatthe Spenker | 


of the House of Representatives had signed the 
following enrolled billsand joint resolution; which 
were thereupon signed by the President pro tem- 
pore: 

A bill (S. No. 28) relating to members of Con- 


gress, heads of Departments, and other officers | 


of the Government; 

A bill (S. No. 42) in relation to limitations of 
actions in certain cases; 

A bill (S. No. 52) to provide for the summary 
trial of minor offenses against the jaws of the Uni- 
ted States; 

A bill (S. No. 256) to change and define the 
boundaries of the eastern and western judicial dis- 
tricts of Virginia, to alter the name of said dis- 
tricts, and for other purposes; 

A bill (S. No. 283) to abolish the collection 
districts of Port Orford and Cape Perpetua, in the 
State of Oregon; 

A bill (H.. R. No. 355) to authorize the Secre- 


tary of the Treasury to stipulate for the release | 
from attachment or other process of property | 
claimed by the United States, and for other pur- | 


poses; and 


A joint resolution (S. No. 60) tendering the 


thanks of Congress to Lieutenant Colonel Joseph 
tailey, of the fourth regiment of Wisconsin vol- 
unteers, 

BLUE MONT COLLEGE. 


Mr. HARLAN. I move that all prior orders 


be postponed, and that the Senate proceed to con- | 
sider the bill (8. No. 73) to enable the trustees of | 
Blue Mont College to perfect title to their land. | 


The motion was-agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill. It proposes to amend the act to 


enable the trustees of the Blue Mont College to 
pretmpta certain quarter section of land, approved | 


March 2, 1861, so that the trustees may locate 
the college quarter for the use and benefit of the 
college with any military bounty land warrant of 
the act of P8655, the location to be made in accord- 
ance with the rules and regulations of the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office. 

‘The Committee on Pablic Lands reported the 
bill with an amendment, after the word ‘‘ amend- 
ed”’ in line six to strike out the following words: 

That said trustees therein named may locate said college 
quarter for the use and benefit of the college with any mil- 
itary bounty land warrant of the act of 3855, said location 


to be made in accordance with the rules and regulations 
of the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


And te insert in lieu. thereof: 


As to authorize the legally constituted trustees of said 
cullege to locate on said wact-of land any military bounty 
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|| Mr. DAVIS. 
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| Mr. HARRIS. 


| 
|| Garretr Davis, Esq., Member of-the Senate of the United 





General Butler justice in this matter; to enter upon 





|} property of said college, in the name and for the benefit 
and use of said college, said location to be made in ac 

| cordance with the rules and regulations of the General 

Land Office, and not inconsisieut with the provisions of 

this act. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


| The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. The bill 
| was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
| 
| 
i 
j 
| 
| 


was read the third time, and passed; and itstitle || . ; , 
. ; || in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 


was amended to read as follows: 


| A bill to amend an act entitled “An act to enable the \| 
trustees of the Blue Mont College to preémpt a certain |! 


| quarter section of land,” approved March 2, 1061. 
CHARGES AGAINST GENERAL BUTLER. 


Mr. HARRIS. I move that the Senate pro- 


|| ceed to the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. | 


|| 422) to amend an act entitled **An act to confirm 


| certain private land claims in the Territory of 


i} New Mexico.”’ 


| 


York allow me a moment to say a word personal 
| to myself? 

I have no objection. 

| Mr. DAVIS. 


| I will read to the Senate: 


HEADQUARTERS IN THE Fieitp, June 3, 1864. 


Sir: [ have read your resolution of inquiry. You can 
do me no greater favor than to have every act of my politi 
| g ) yt 


} 
j 


|| eal life, which began on the first Tuesday of November, | 
| 1839, and ended on the Louth day of April, 1861, most thor- || 


oughly serutinized. 


| L will thank you, also, to have every act of iny official | 
\\ life, whieh began as brigadier general of the Massachusetts || 
| militia, April 16, 1861, and will end when this war does, | 
|| if not sooner, subjected to the like examination. 


I have 
no favors to ask and but one act of justice, that the inqui- 
sition may not be ex parte; i. e., one-sided. 
Your obedient.servant, 
BENJAMIN F. BUTLER, 
Major General United States Volunteers. 


Slates from Kentucky. 


* 

Mr. President, this letter is couched in terms 
which every man would suppose an individual, 
conscious of his innocence and resenting imputa- 
tions againt him, would use. The terms of the 
letter certainly appreciate General Butler in my 
estimation, and are somewhiat prima facie evidence 
of his innocency. 


no personal information on the subject. I have 
| no personal prejudice against General Butler. I 
can challenge in the indignant terms that he uses 
an investigation, to me it would afford satisfac- 


| or a disposition to have an innocent man pun- 
| 


| able to exculpate himself. 

General Buver says in this letter that he had 
read my resolution. Of course he understands 
its terms and its effect. He isa man of ability and 








| learning, and fully and correctly appreciates the 


pass. He not only in this letter desires but he 


challenges investigation andscrutiny. Of course | 


he invites it according to the terms of the resolu- 
tion which I have offered. That resolution is that 
a select committee of three be raised by the Chair 


to investigate the conduct of General Butler, ac- | 
cording to the terms expressed iu the resolution; || 
that it have power to sit during vacation of the | 
Senate, and to send for persons and papers. 1 | 


understand General Butler to have accepted the 


gage, and to take it up justin the form in which it | 


has been tendered to him. Now, sir, as a Sena- 


tor and as a man I feel perfectly confident to do 


the investigation and the judgment of his action | 


upon the facts that may be collected with an en- 


tirely just judgment, and to render him justice ac- | 


cording to the truth of his case. 

I therefore hope, in obedience to his wishes and 
request, that the Senate will permit the resolution 
to be read; that they will vote upon it without any 
debate; that they will pass it; that they will au- 
thorize the committee to be raised, and authorize 
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s sinenian iiciconeieaimaliaenal eee 
land warraut or land warrants issued under the military | it to proceed to the execution of the matters which 
bouaty land warrant act of 1855, said warrants being the | 


Will the Senator from New | 


I have received a letter, which 


+ Ele may be innocent of the | 
charges imputed in the resolution which I offered | 
a few days ago. He may not be innocent. I had | 


never saw him that 1 am consciousof. If heand || 
all men against whom such charges can be made | 





an investigation, and come out unscathed by such | 


tion. Lam conscious that | never felt an impulse | 


large experience, and no doubt of parliamentary | 


‘| acres, to locate itin five di 
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the resolution would charge it with, as Genera! 
3utler seems to desire. I therefore ask that the 
resolution be read, and that the Senate pass it. 
Mr. HARRIS. I hope that will be postponed 
until after L have passed my bill. 
The PRESIDENT protempore. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from New York. 


PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS IN NEW MEXICO. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 


the bill (H. R. No. 422) toamend an act entitled 
*An act to confirm certain private land claims in 
the Territory of New Mexico.’’ It proposes to 
amend the sixth section of the act to confirm cer- 
tain private land claims in the Territory of New 
Mexico, approved June 21, 1860, so as to enable 
the heirs of Luis Maria Baca to raise and with- 
draw the selection and location of one of the square 
bodies of land confirmed to them by that act, here- 
tofore located by them on the Pecos river, adjoin- 
ing the Fort Sumner reservation, and to select 


_and relocate itin the manner provided by that 


act, atany time before the 21st of June, 1865, upon 
any of the publie lands, unoccupied and not min- 
eral, within the limits of the Territory of New 


|| Mexico, as those limits were known and defined 
| by law on the 2ist of June, 1860; and upon such 


selection and relocation, the title to that square 


| body of land—being the one fifth part of the pri- 


vate claim confirmed to those heirs—so selected 
and relocated, is confirmed to them as fully and 


| perfectly as if it had been selected and located 


within three years from and after the approval of 
that act. 

Upon such selection and relocation all rights, 
title, and interest of those to the square body of 
land heretofore selected and located by them on 
the Pecos river, adjoining the Fort Sumner reser- 
vation in New Mexico, is divested and declared 
null and void, and are to revest in the Govern- 
ment of the United States. 
~ Mr. HARRIS. It appears that a family by 
the name of Baca were entitled to agrant of land 
in New Mexico, to a pretty large extent, called 
the Los Vegas grant. In June, 1860, Congress 
passed a law authorizing the heirs of Baca to lo- 
cate this grant in five square bodies upon any 
unappropriated lands in New Mexico. They 
were allowed three years within which to make 
this location. Those heirs proceeded to locate 
their lands. Four of these square bodies were 
located; and the location was approved by the 
surveyor general of New Mexico. In June, 1863, 
the fifth body was located on a tract of land a 


| litle less than one hundred thousand acres. It 
| was located upon the Pecos river, near Fort Sum- 


ner, in that Territory. Since that time the Gov- 
ernment have seen fit to locate the Indians of that 


region, with which we have been long at war, 
ished, nor an innocent man charged; and italways | 
affords me pleasure fora man who is charged and | 
who is innocent to have an opportunity and be || 


upon areservation; they have selected forty miles 
square with Fort Sumner for its center as a re- 
serve for these Indians; and they have settled sev- 
eral thousand Apache and Navajo Indians upon 
that reservation. The location of this fifth square 
of this Los Vegas grantin favor of the heirs of this 
Spaniard is in the center of this Indian reservation, 
and it is deemed important by the Government to 


have this location withdrawn and removed to some 


appropriate effect of the resolution if it should || other part of the Territory so as to give up the 


whole of this forty miles square for the Indians. 
Itis in the center of the Territory, with Fort Sum- 


| ner for its center, and the Indians are all around 
| this location. 


The provisions of this bill are sim- 
ply that the heirs of Baca shall be at liberty to 
withdraw their location on the Pecosriver and to 
relocate it somewhere else upon other unappro- 
priated lands in New Mexico. 

Mr. CONNESS. | think this is the most im- 
portant bill relating to lands that has come before 
this Congress. The act of 1860, referred to by 
the Senator from New York, was, to say the least 
of it, a very extraordinary act in its provisions. 


| It allowed private parties declared entitled to a 


certain amount of land to locate that land, and 
that-I believe equal to five hundred thousand 
acres. Am I not right? 

Mr. HARRIS. Nearly that. 

Mr. CONNESS. Nearly five hundred thousand 
erent bodies where they 
pleased. All the locations in accordance with that 
act have been made. I desire to call the attention of 
the Senator from New York, and of the Senate, to 
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the fact that since the last location so made there 
has been more development of the resources of 
the Territory of New Mexico, particularly of its 
mineral resources and wealth, than had-ever taken 
place before that time. Since that period the 
country has been occupied by a very large num- 
ber of American soldiers, every man of whom ts 
an experienced miner, all of them having been 
raised in the State of California. Very many of 
them, located at the posts in the interior, have 


a 
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—— 


| this is so and that this is not a subject that has 


been acted upon without sufficient proof, 1 will || hereafter be stipulated by treaty or convention 


read a paragraph or two from the letter of the 


|| surveyor general of New Mexico upon the sub- 


given their attention at intermediate periods to | 


mining, and many of their friends have been in- 
duced to follow them; so that at the presenttime 
there is a white population, experienced in dis- 
covering the precious metals, throughout the two 
Territories of Arizona and New Mexico. Until 
a recent period the population of both those Ter- 
ritories was confined almost exclusively to per- 
sons of Mexican origin. 


as | before observed, entirely experienced in the || 


search for the precious metals. 


very intelligent officer from New Mexico, who |, 
He considers himself the 


was absent on leave. 
owner by discovery of one of the most valuable 
silver mines perhaps‘on the continent. He had 
with him some small blocks of silver which was 
the product of some of the ores submitted to test 
by him. 


They are now being || 
opened up to the settlement of our own people, || 


He told me in the series of conversa- | 


tions | had with him that New Mexico and Ari- | 


zona were undoubtedly the richest portions of || 


the United States in the precious metals, particu- 
larly in silver; that they but awaited the estab- 
lishment of law and protection to capital, and for 
the introduction of capital and its application to 
those mines, to add to the wealth of the United 
States enormously. Now you propose at this 
period of time to allow one hundred thousand 
acres of land to be selected where these heirs will 
in that Territory. 

I submit that if the question of mineral lands 
was not concerned or involved at all, whether the 
act of 1860 gave the power to these heirs to thus 
locate these large bodies of land or not; they hav- 
ing once exercised that power and privilege, it is 
a very dangerous proceeding now to authorize 


one hundred thousand acres without even the 
surveillance of the General Land Office or Jand 
department of the United States. If we should 
give them this power, they would be the veriest 
fools in the world and the most neglectful of their 
interests, if they did not make themselves as rich 
as Cresus by the operation. Look upon the 
map that | have upon my desk here, and take the 
Mariposa grant in California. I cannot name 
the number of -acres in it; but it is, | believe, 
largely within the amount of one hundred thou- 
sand acres; and that property has changed hands 
recently, and is now stocked for $10,000,000. 
There is not a silver mineupon it, It is but rich 
in its minerals to the extent that it contains gold, 
and mines of gold are always more precarious, 
more uncertain, and less continuous, as has been 
discovered by miners and by all experience, than 
mines of silver. 

[ submit it to the honorable Senator from New 
York, as well as to the Senate, that before any- 
thing further should be done with this bill, a very 
carelul investigation should be made. 
aware of the extent to which the committee from 
which this bill has come to the Senate have in- 
vestigated the matter; but I think that from what 
I have said it will be seen that it isa very danger- 
ous power to granteven with restrictions such as 
we might impose by amendments that might be 
offered and adopted to the bill. With this state- 
ment of the case and suggestion, I have done. 

Mr. HARRIS. If the Senator from Californis 
had had an opportunity to give a little closer at- 
tention to the provisions of this bill the line of his 
argument would have been changed. The bill 
expressly prohibits these heirs from locating their 
grant upon minerallands. They are not allowed 
to go upon the mineral lands in New Mexico and 
locate upon them. 

Again, sir, this square body of land which is the 
subject of this bill has been located withina year 

ast. The location was onthe 25th of June last. 


will state further that itis not the heirs who | 


make this ern for a change of location, 
but it is the 


lam not | 


overnment, The Government needs | nations in the waters and 


this land for its own purposes; and to show that || States. 
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ject. He says: 


« By reference tothe inclosed map of New Mexico, you 
will see that the Indian reserve covers the fifth location 
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made by the heirs of Baca as above; but to disembarrass || 


the Government the heirs have signified (through their at 


torney, Judge Watts,) their willingness to remove this lo- | 


cation, provided they shall be authorized to relocate the | 


same under the same conditions, except as to time, pro- | 


vided in the original act of confirmation. Theact now be- 
fore Congress as above, authorizes this change of location, 
and gives them until 2ist June, 1865, to make their new 
selection. This is little time enough, considering that it 


| is unsafe now to move outside of the sctdlements in New | 


Mexico without military protection. ‘The justice and ne- 
cessity of the act can, I think, but commend itself to your 
favorable consideration. 
| Ite Navajo tribe of Indians, for whom with theApaches 
| the reserve on the Pecos is made, ave consented to leave 
their country west of the Rio Grande, and remove with 
| their flocks and herds to the Pecos, 


sands of them have reached their new home. The people 


Already several thou- | 


|| of New Mexico are hopefully looking forward to the day | 
I had’ a series of conversations lately with a | 


| when they shall have peace throughout their Territory, a | 


eondition of things not often nor for long periods enjoyed 
by that people.” 


It goes on further to state the importance of lo- 


ner as its center, where these Indians can be pro- 
tected, and where the people can be protected 
against them. 

Mr. CONNESS. 


to pass this bill. It too often happens—lI do not 
know that it is so in this case—that surveyor gen- 
erals do not sufficiently consider the public inter- 
ests. Lhold in my hand, for instance, now, an arti- 
cle from a leading paper in San Francisco, going to 
show that asurveyor general of the United States 
in that State, a gentleman who has a very high 
reputation for ability and integrity, hasabsolutely, 
| according to this statement, used his office to aid 
a few private parties in locating school land war- 
rants upon nearly seven thousand acres of land 
within the corporate limits of the city of San Fran- 


|, cisco; that the knowledge that the land was sur+ 
them to relocate at this time as large a body as | 


veyed as public land never was published by him 
| until the parties entered the register’s office at 
San Francisco with the warrants to locate the land. 





general. 

But, sir, my purpose is not to embarrass the 
proceedings of the honorable Senator in asking 
for the passage of this bill, but to do my duty in 
making such suggestions as | think are due in the 
| premises. 1 will say in conclusion, that in iy 


|| opinion it will be very difficult indeed to locate 
|| one hundred thousand acres of land in a solid body 


| in that Territory now, without including mineral 
| lands within it. 
| The bill was reported to the Senate without 
| amendment, ordered to a third reading, and was 
read the third time. 

Mr. CONNESS. I call forthe yeasand nays 
on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 21, nays 7; as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Anthony, Buckalew, Chandler, Clark, 
Collamer, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foster, Harlan, Harris, 
Lane of Indiana, Morgan, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Richardson, 
Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Van Winkle, Wade, aad 
Willey—21. 

NAYS — Messrs. Conness, Davis, Grimes, Henderson, 
Hendricks, McDougall, and Powell—7. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Brown, Carlile, Cowan, Dixon, Foot, 
Hale, Harding, Hicks, Howard, Howe, Johnson, Lane of 
Kansas, Morrill, Nesmith, Riddle, Sauisbury, Sherman, 
Sprague, Wilkinson, Wilson, and Wright—21. 


So the bill was passed. 


JURISDICTION OF FOREIGN CONSULS. 


Mr. SUMNER. I now move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 
487, reported from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. [tis somewhat important that it should 
be acted upon at once. 

The motion was agrecd to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill (H. R. No. 487) to provide for the 
execution of treaties between the United States 


diction over the crews of vessels of such foreign 
ports of the United 


An act of this kind certainly shows that we | 
should not rely upon the statement of a surveyor | 


and foreign nations respecting consular juris- | 


I have but to sayin conclu- || 
sion that a statement from the surveyor general || troversy, difficulty, or disorder has arisen, briefly 
| of New Mexico—whom I do not know—does not || 


|| appear to me to be sufficient grounds upon which 
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In all cases where it may have been or shall 





between the United States and any foreign nation 
to the effect thatthe consul general, consuls, vice 
consuls, or consular or commercial agents of the 
two nations, respectively, shall have exclusive 
jurisdiction of controversies, difficulties, or dis- 
orders arising at sea or in the waters or ports of 
the one nation, between the master or other offi- 
cer or officers and any of the crew, or between 
any of these last themselves, of any ship or vessel 
belonging to the other nation, such stipulations 


are to be executed and enforced within the juaris- 


diction of the United States, but before this act is 
to take effect as to the ships and vessels of any 
particular nation having such tgeaty with the 


| United States, the President of the United States 
| 18 to be satisfied that similar provisions have been 


| made forthe execution of such treaty by the other 


contracting party, and issue his proclamation to 
that effect, pai ts this act to be in force as to 
such nation, 

In all cases within the purview of this act the 
consul general, consul, or other consular or com- 
mercial authority of such foreign nation charged 


: : ; ; || with the appropriate duty in the particular case 
cating these Indians on this tract, with Fort Sum- | PP y P f 


may make application to any court of record of 


| the United States, or any judge, or to any com- 
| missioner appointed under the laws of the United 








| purposes whatsoever, settin 


States, to take bail or affidavits, or for other judicial 
forth thatsuch con- 


stating the nature of it, and when and where it 
occurred, and exhibiting a certified copy or extract 
of the shipping articles, roll, or other proper pa- 


_ per of the ship or vessel, to the effect that the per- 
| son in question is of the crew or ship’s company 


of such ship or vessel; and further stating and 
certifying that such person has withdrawn him- 
self, or is believed to be about to withdraw him- 
self, from the control and discipline of the master 
and officers of the ship or vessel, or that he has 


| refused, or is about to refuse, to submit to and 


obey the lawful jurisdiction of such consular or 
commercial authority in the premises; and fur- 
ther stating and certifying that, to the best of the 


| knowledge and belief of the officer certifying, such 


person is not a citizen of the United States; and 
thereupon such judge, commissioner, or other 
judicial officer, on inspection of such application, 
the same being in writing and duly authenticated 
by the consular or other sufficient official seal, is 
to issue his warrant for the arrest of the person 
so complained of, directed to the marshal of the 
United States for the appropriate district, or in 
his discretion to any person, being a citizen of 
the United States, aaa he may specially depute 
for the purpose, requiring such person to be 
brought before him for examination at a certain 
time and place; and if on such examination it 
shall be made to appear that the person so arrested 
is a citizen of the United States, he is to be forth- 
with discharged from arrest and left to the ordi- 
nary course of law. Butif this shall not be made 
to appear, and such judge, commissioner, or other 
judicial authority shall find upon the papers here- 
inbefore referred to a sufficient prima facie case 
that the matter concerns only the internal order 
and discipline of such foreign ship or vessel, or, 


| whether in its nature civil or criminal, does not 


affect directly the execution of the laws of the 
United States or the rights and duties of any cit- 
izen of the United States, he is forthwith, by his 
warrant, to commit such person to prison where 
prisoners under sentence of a court of the United 
States may be lawfully committed, or to the mas- 
ter or chief officer of such foreign ship or vessel, 
in his discretion, to be subject to the lawful or- 
ders, control, and discipline of the master or chief 
officer for the time being of such ship, and to the 
jurisdiction of the consular or commercial author- 
ity of the nation to which such ship or vessel may 
belong, to the exclusion of any authority or juris- 
diction in the premises of the United States or any 
State. The expenses of the arrest and the deten- 
tion of the person so arrested are to be paid by 
the consul general, consuls, or vice consuls; and 
no person isto be detained more than two months 
after his arrest, but at the end of that time is to 
be set at liberty, and is not again to be arrested 
for the same cause, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 


| third time, and passed. 
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CENSUS IN 1865. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I move that the Senate | 


proceed to the consideration of Senate joint res- 
olution No. 45. 


Mr. SUMNER. Is the Senator aware that 


there is a special order for one o’clock? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Wecan get through with 
this resolution by one o'clock. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the joint resolution (S. No. 45) in relation 
to the taking of a census in the year 1865. It pro- 
vides that the Legislatures of the several States 
be requested to cause an enumeration of the in- 
habitants of such States and a census of their 
industria! interests on the Ist of June, 1865, to 
be taken upon the plan of the United States cen- 
sus, and to supply a copy of the original returns 
to the Census Office of the United States, at 
Washington. 


The Sewetary of the Interior is directed to 
prepare and forward to the Governors of such 
States as shall make provision for taking such 
enumeration and census the necessary schedules 
and instructions for that purpose. 

The Secretary of the Interior is also directed 
to forward a copy of these resolutions to the Gov- 
ernor of each State, and to facilitate the object 
thereof in such manner as he may deem expe- 
dient, 


" . ° | 
rhe returns herein provided for may be trans- 


mitted through the mails free of charge, subject 
to such regulations as the Postmaster General 
may prescribe. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I agreed to the reporting 
of this resolution; but two days since, when the 


matter was agitated, | understood the Senator || 


from Vermont [Mr. Cottamer] to declare dis- 
tinetly that he was not satisfied with the resolu- 
tion, and desired to have it looked into, and | un- 
derstood him as being opposed to it. He has 
just stepped out of the Chamber, and I think it 
would perhaps be a surprise upon him if we were 
to pass it under these circumstances. In order to 
afford him an opportunity to be present when it 
is acted upon, although Ido not wish to antago- 
nize with the chairman of the committee, I will 
move that it be laid over for the present. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hour of 
one o’clock having arrived, the Chair will call for 
the order of the day, being House bill No. 51. 

Mr. POWELL. I move to postpone all prior 
orders for the purpose of taking up the bill (S. 
No. 37) to prevent officers of the Army and Navy, 
and other persons engaged in the military or 
naval service of the United States, from-inter- 
fering with elections in the States. 

Mr. SUMNER. I hope the Senate will pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the bill which is the 
order of the day, being the bill from the House 
of Representatives to establish a Bureau of Freed- 
men’s Affairs, It has been already awaiting the 
action of the Senate too long, and I hope it will 
not be postponed for anything else, 

Mr. POWELL. I hope: the Senate will take 
up the bill I have indicated. It is a bill of the 
utmost importance. It has been discussed pretty 
elaborately by the Senate, and I do not think it 
will take more than an hour or two to have action 
upon it. Ido not think it is economizing time 
to take up bills and discuss them four or five days 
and then lay them aside without any action upon 
them. This bill concerns a matter of the very 
greatest moment and importance. The object of 
the bill is to protect and preserve the purity of 


the elective franchise. I hope that all prior orders | 
may be postponed, and the bill may be taken up 


and proceeded with to-day. I ask for the yeas 
and nays on my motion. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 12, nays 17; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs, Buckalew, Carlile, Davis, Grimes, Hen- 
derson, Hendricks,Johnson, Lane of Ludiana, Powell, Rich- 
ardson, Van Winkle, and Willey—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Brown, Chandler, Clark, Con- 
ness, Doolittie, Fessenden, Foster, Harian, Harris, Morgan, 
Pomeroy, Sherman, Sumper, Ten Eyck, ‘Trumbull, and 
Wilson—1t7. 

ABSENT -- Messrs. Collamer, Cowan, Dixon, Foot, 
Hale, Harding, Hicks, Howard, Howe Lane of Kansas, 
MeDougall, Morrilt, Nesmith, Ramsey, Riddle, Sauisbury, 
Sprague, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wright—20. 


So the motion to postpone the special order was 
not agreed to. 

















FREEDMEN’S BUREAU. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, | 


proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 51) to 
establish a Bureau of Freedmen’s Affairs. The 
select committee on slavery and freedmen re- 


ported the bill with an amendment to strike out | 


of the bill all after the enacting clause and insert 
the following in lieu thereof: 

That an office is hereby created in the Treasury Depart- 
ment to be called the Bureau of Freedmen, meaning thereby 
such persons as have become free since the beginning of 


the present war, under the care of a Commissioner, with | 


an annual salary of $4,000, who shall be appointed by the 


| President, by and with the advice and consent of the Sen- 


ate; and there shall be a chief clerk, acting also as dis- 
bursing officer, under bonds to the United States, with an 


| annual salary of $2,000, and also such number of clerks, 


not exceeding two of each class, as shall be necessary, 
who shall be appointed by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, That the Commissioner 
shall have authority, under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, to create departments of freedmen within 
the rebel States, so far as the same may be brought under 
the military power of the United States; and each depart- 
ment shall be under the supervision of an assistant com- 
missioner, with an annual salary of $2,000, to be appointed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, and with authority to 
appoint local superintendents and clerks, so faras the same 
may be needed, at a compensation not exceeding the ordi 
nary rate for similar services, subject, in all respects, to 
the approval of the Secretary. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the military com- | 


mander within any department shall, on the application of 
the assistant commissioner thereof, supply all needful mil- 
itary support in the discharge of the duties of such assistant 
commissioner, unless there are controlling military reasons 
for withholding the same; and any military commander 
may be appointed assistant commissioner, without increase 
of salary. 

Sec, 4. And be it further enacted, That the Commissioner, 


| under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, shall 


have the general superintendence of all freedmen through- 
out the several departments, and it shall be his duty espe- 
cially to watch over the execution of all laws, proclama- 
tions, and military orders of emancipation, or in any way 
concerning treedmen, and generally, by careful regulations, 
in the spirit of the Constitution, to protect these persons in 


| the enjoyment of their rights, to promote their welfarc,and 
| to secure to them and their posterity the blessings of lib- 


erty. 
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the assistant com- 
missioners shall have authority, within their respective de- 


partments, to take possession of all abandoned real estate | 
and all real estate, with the houses thereon, liable to sale | 


or confiscation, orto any claim of title by the United States, 
gud not already appropriated to Governuinent tses;3 and also 


| to take possession of all personal property found on such 


estate, aud to rent or lease all such real estate, or any part 
thereof, with the personal property thereon, and to act as 


inspectors of the same, or in case no proper lessees can be | 


found, then to cause the same to be cultivated or occupied 
by the freedmen, on such terms, in either case, and under 
such regulations, as the Commissioner may determine : 
Provided, That no freedmen shall be held to service on any 
estate above mentioned, otherwise than according to vol- 
untary contract reduced to writing and certified by the as- 


| sistant commissioner or local superintendent, nor shallany | 
| such contract be for a longer period than twelve months. | 
Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, 'That the assistant | 


cominissioners and local superintendents shall be ready, 


as advisory guardians, to aid the freedmen in the adjust- | 


ment of their wages, or, where they have rented planta- 


tions or small holdings, in the organization of their labor; | 
| that they shall take care that the freedmen do not soffer | 


from ill-treatment or any failure of contract on the part of 


others, and that on their part they perform their duty in || 
the premises; that they shall further do what they can as | 


arbitrators, to reconcile and settle any differences in which 


| freedmen may be involved whether among themselves or 


between themselves and other persons; and in case such 


differences are carried before any tribunal, civil or mili- | 
tary, they shall appear as next friends of the freedmen, so | 


far as to see that the case is fairly stated and heard. And 
in all such proceedings there shall be no disability or ex- 
clusion on account of color. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That leases heretofore 
made by the supervising special agents of the Treasury De- 
partment, under the authority of the General Order 331, 
of the Secretary of War, dated October 9, 1863, and in ac- 
cordance with the regulations of the Treasury Department, 
shall have the same effect as if made by assistant commis- 
sioners under thisact; andsuch agents shall have the same 
powers in the premises as are given herein to assistant com- 
missioners : Provided, That no Jease shall be made by them 


for a longer period than one year, and that immediately | 


upon the organization of any department of freedmen, such 


| agents shall cease to execute their functions within such | 

| department, and shall deliver over to the assistant com 

| missioner thereof all property and papers held by them as 
agents. But all expenses necessarily incurred by such | 

| agents in any department, prior to its organization under 


this act, shall be defrayed by the Secretary of the Treasury 


out of any moneys in his hands arising from the leases made | 


by such agents. 


Sec. 8. And beit furthet enacted, Thatthe Commissioner 


shall apply the proceeds arising from leases in the several 
departments to pay the salaries and other expenses under 
this act, so that the bureau herein established may become 


at an early day self-supporting; and any proceeds over and | 
above the annual expense thereof shall be paid into the | 


‘Treasury of the United States. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of all officers, civil and military, charged with the execu- 
tion of any law, proclamation, or military order of eman- 
cipation, orin any way concerning treedmen, not mustered 
into, nor regularly engaged in the military service, tomake 
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| return to the Commissioner of ali their proceedings in exe- 


cution thereof, under such regulations as sbail from time 
to time be prescribed. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the Commis- 
sioner shall, before the commencement of each session of 
Congress, make full report of his proceedings to the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury, who shall communicate the same to 
Congress. And the assistant commissioners shall make 
quarterly reports of their proceedings to the Commissioner, 
and aise such other special reports as from time to time nay 
be required. 


Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, the Senate 
only a short time ago was engaged for a week in 


| considering how to open an iron way from the 


Atlantic to the Pacific. It is now to consider how 
to open a way from slavery to freedom. 

I regret much that only thus tardily we have 
been able to take up the bill for a Bureau of Freed- 
men. Bat I trust that nothing will interfere with 
its consideration now. In what [ have to say, I 
shall confine myself to a simple statement. If I 
differ from others I beg to be understood that itis 
in no spirit of controversy, and with no pride of 
opinion. Nothing of t#¥s kind can enter justly 
into any such discussion. 

I shall not detain the Senate to expose the im- 
portance of this measure. All must confess it at 
aglance. Itis at once a charity and a duty. 

By virtue of existing acts of Congress, and also 
under the proclamation of the President, large 
numbers of slaves have suddenly become free. 
These may now be counted by the hundred thou- 
sand. In the progress of victory they will be 
counted by the million. 

As they derive their freedom from the United 
States, under legislative or executive acts, the na- 
tional Government cannot be excused from mak- 


| ing such provisions as may be required for their 


immediate protection and welfare during the pres- 
ent transition period. The freedom that has been 
conferred must be rendered useful, orat least saved 
from being a burden. Reports, official and un- 
official, show the necessity of action. In some 


|| places it is a question of life and death. 


It would be superfluous to quote at length froin 
these reports, which all testify alike, whether 
from Louisiana, South Carolina, Fortress Mon- 
roe, Vicksburg, Tennessee, Arkansas. I know 
not where the call is most urgent. It is urgent 
everywhere; and in some places it is the voice of 
distress. 

Wherever our arms have prevailed the old so- 
cial system has been destroyed. Masters have 
fled, and slaves have assumed a new character. 
Released from their former obligations, and often 
adriftin the world, they naturally look to the pre- 
vailing power. Here, for instance, is testimony 
which | take from an excellent report made in the 
department of Tennessee, under date of April 29, 
1863: 

“ Negroes, in accordance with the acts of Congress, free 
orcoming within our lines, circulated much like water; the 
task was to care for and render useful. 

‘They rolled like eddies around military posts; many of 
the men employed in accordance with Order No. 72, dis- 
trict West Tennessee; women and children largely doing 
nothing but eating and idling, the dupes of vice and crime, 
the unsuspecting sources of disease.” 

From this statement Senators may form an idea 
of the numbers who seek assistance. 

But the question is often asked as to *}:. dispo- 


| sition of these persons to labor. Here «'so, the 


testimony is explicit. I have in my sand the 


/ answers from different stations on this point. 


** Question. ‘What of their disposition to labor ?’ 

“Answer, Corinth. ‘So faras I have tested it, better than 
I expected ; willing to work for money, except in waiting 
on the sick. One hundred and fifty hands gathered five 
hundred acres of cotton in less than three weeks, much of 
which time was bad weather. The owner admitted that 
it was done more quickly than it could have been done 
with slaves. When detailed for service, they generally 
remained till honorably discharged, even when badly 
treated. I am well satisfied, from careful caiculations, 
that the contrabands of this camp and district have netted 
the Government, over and above all their expenses, in- 
cluding rations, tents, &c., at least $3,000 per month, inde- 
pendent of what the women do and al! the property brought 
through our lines from the rebels.’ 

‘Cairo, * Willing to labor when they can have proper 
motives.’ 

“Grand Junction. ‘Have manifested considerable dispo- 
sition to escape jabor, having had no sufficient motives to 
work.’ 

“ Holly Springs and Memphis. ‘With few exceptions, 
generally willing, even without pay. Paid regularly, they 
are much more prompt.’ 

‘* Memphis. ‘Among men, better than among women. 
Hold out to them. the inducements, benefit to themselves 
and friends, essential to the industry of any race, and they 
would at once be diligent and industrious.’ 

« Bolivar. ‘Generaily good; would be improved by the 
idea of pay.’ ” 
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1864. 


Here, also, is a glimpse at Newbern, North | 
Carolina, under date of February 26, 1864: 


‘¢ Immediately on my return here, on the 12th of October, 
[ instituted measures for placing the different abandoned 
plantations withiu our lines in this State under proper 
inanagement and cultivation, As soon as it became Known 
that as supervising Treasury agent I had charge of this 


say thousands) of coutrabands, along wiih numerous white 
persons, desiriug to obtain privileges tu work upon the 
same 

And here is the testimony of General Banks, 
in Louisiana: 

“Wherever in the department they have been well | 
treated and reasonably compensated, they have invariably | 
rendered faithful service to their employers. From many 
persons who manage plantations I have received the in- 
furmation that there is no difficulty whatever in — 
them at work if the conditions to which I have referre 
ure complied with.”’ 


I do not quote further, for it would simply take | 
time. But | cannot forbear from adding that the 
report from the commission on freedmen, ap- 
pointed by the Secretary of War, accumulates 
ample testimony on this head, all showing that | 
the freedmen are anxious to find employment. 
But your Treasury testifies to their productive 
power, for it contains at this moment more than 
a million dollars which have come from the sweat 
of freedmen. 

It is evident, then, that the freedmen are not 
idlers. They desire work. But in their helpless | 
condition they have not the ability to obtain it 
without assistance. They are alone, friendless, 
and uninformed. The curse of slavery is still 
upon them. a must take them by the 
hand; not to support them, but simply to help 
them to that work which will support them. 
Thus far private societies in different parts of the 
country, at the East and the West—especially at | 
all the principal centers—have done much toward | 
this charity. But private societies are inadequate 
to the duties required. The intervention of the 
national Government is necessary. Without 
such intervention, many of these poor people, 
freed by our acts in the exercise of a military ne- 
cessity, will be left to perish. 

The service required is too vastand complex for 
unorganized individuals, It must proceed from | 
the national Government. This alone can sup- 
ply the adequate machinery, and extend the 
proper network of assistance, with that unity of 
operation which is required. The national Gov- 
ernment must interfere in this case precisely as 
in building the Pacific railroad. Private charity 
in our country is active and generous, but it is 
powerless to cope with the evils arising from a 
wicked institution; nor can it provide a remedy | 
where society itself has been overthrown. 

There are few who will not admit that some- 
thing must be done by the Government. Cold 
must be that heart which could turn away from 
this call. But whatever is done must be through | 
some designated agency, and this brings me to 
another aspect of the question. 

The President in his proclamation of emanci- | 
pation bas used the following language: ‘‘ 1 rec- | 
ommend to them’’—that is, to the freedmen— | 
‘*that in all cases, when allowed, they labor faith- | 
fully for reasonable wages.’’ Such is the recom- | 
mendation from that supreme authority which 
decreed. emancipation. ‘They are to labor, and || 
for reasonable wages. But the President does not 
undertake to say how this opportunity shall be 
obtained: how the laborer shall be brought in con- 
nection with the land; how his rights shall be pro- 
tected; and how his new-found liberty shall be 
made a blessing. It was enough, perhaps, on | 
the occasion of the proclamation that the sug- 
gestion should be made, Faithful labor and rea- | 
sonable wages! Let these be secured, and every- 
thing else will follow. But how shall these be 
secured? 

Different subjects as they become importantare 
committed to the care of special bureaus. | need 
only refer to patents, agriculture, public lands, 
pensions, and Indian affairs, each under the charge 
of aseparate Commissioner. Clearly the time has 
come for a Bureauof Freedmen. In speaking of a | 
Bureau of Freedmen, I meana-bureau which will | 
be confined in its operations to the affairs of freed- | 
men, and not travel beyond this increasing class 
to embrace others, it may be of African descent. | 
Our present necessity is to help those who have | 
been made free by the present war; and the term | 
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property, L was visited by hundreds (and L might correctly | 
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| 





freedmen describes sufficiently those who have 
once been slaves; and it is this class which we 
propose to help during the transition period from 
slavery to freedom. Call it charity or duty, it 
is sacred as humanity. 

But here a practical question arises with regard 
to the Department in which this bureau shall be 
placed. There are reasons for placing it in the 
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| 


War Department—at least during the continuance | 


of the war. 


sions,and patents. But whatever may be the rea- 
sons on general grounds for placing it in one of 
these two Departments, there are other reasons, 
of special importance at this moment, which point 
to the Treasury Department. Indeed, after care- 
fal consideration, the committee were satisfied 
that it was so clearly associated with other inter- 
ests already intrusted to this Department, that it 
could not be advantageously administered else- 
where. Although beginning this inquiry with a 
conviction in favor of the War Department, I 
could not resist the conclusion of the committee. 

Look, for one moment, at the class of duties 


in connection with the very homes of these freed- 
men. 


Congress has, by special acts, conferred upon 


the Secretary of the Treasury extraordinary pow- 
ers with regard to trade in the rebel States, 
was, first, the act of July 13, 1861, entitled ** fur- 
ther to provide for the collection of duties on im- 
ports and other purposes,’’ which declared that 
commercial intercourse with any State or part of 
a State in rebellion, when licensed by the Presi- 
dent, ** shall be conducted and carried on only in 
pursuance of rules and regulations prescribed by 
the Secretary ofthe Treasury.’’ Aud itis further 
provided that 


“ The Secretary of the Treasury may appoint such officers 


at places Where officers of the customs are not now au- | 


thorized by law, as may be needed to carry into effect such 


There are other reasons for placing | 
itin the Department of the Interior, which has 
charge of the public lands, Indian affairs, pen- 


There 


1} 


licenses, rules, and reguiations.”—Statutes at Large, vol. || 
»"?) 


12, p. 257. 


. There is another act of Congress, approved 
July 13, 1862, supplementary to the latter act, 


which confers additional powers upon the Secre- | 


tary of the ‘Treasury with reference to trade with 
‘‘any placein the possession or under the control 
of insurgents against the United States.”’ 

There is also the act of June 7, 1862, entitled 
**An act for the collection of direct taxes in insur- 
rectionary districts within the United States, and 
for other purposes.”” 
(section nine) that where the board of commis- 
sioners shall be satisfied that the owners of lands 


‘thave left the same to join the rebel forces, or | 


otherwise to engage inand abet this rebellion, and 
the same shall have been struck off to the United 


States at said sale, the said commissioners shall, | 


in the name of the United States, enter upon and 


take possession of the same, and may lease the | 
same, together or in parcels, toany person or per- || 


sons who are citizens of the United States;’’ and 
(section ten) the commissioners ‘* shall from time 


to time make such temporary rules and regula- | 
tions and insert such clauses in said leases as | 
| shall be just and proper to secure employment | 
and support, at wages or upon shares of the crop, | 


of such persons and families as may be residing 


|| upon the said parcels or lots of land, which said 
| rules and regulations are declared to be subject | 


to the approval of the President.’’ (Statutes at 
Large, volume twelve, page 424.) The exeeu- 
tion of this act is lodged in the ‘Treasury Depart- 
ment, 


Then comes the act of Congress, approved | 
March 12, 1863, entitled ‘*An act to provide for | 


the collection of abandoned property and for the 
prevention of frauds in insurrectionary districts 
within the United States.’”? Under this act the 
Secretary was authorized ‘to appoint a special 
agent or agents to receive and collect all aban- 
doned or captured property in any State or Ter- 
ritory, or any portion of any State or Territory 
of the United States, designated as in insurrec- 


tion against the lawful Government of the United || this subject, appointed by the Secretary of War. 


States.’’ The act proceeds with details on the 
subject. 

Such are the powers conferred by Congress 
upon the Treasury Department concerning trade 
and abandoned property in the rebel States. 


In this act it is provided | 


| tion, 


2188 


These were followed by a general order from the 
War Department, as follows: 
(General Orders, No, 331.) 
War DeparRTMENT, 
AvscTant GENERAL'S Orricer, 
Wasutneton, Octoser 9, 1862. 








The President orders : 

1. All houses, tenements, lands, aud plantations, except 
such as may be required for military purposes, which have 
been or may be deserted and abandoned by insurgents with- 
in the lines of the military occupation of the United States 
forees in States deciared by proclamation of the President 
to be in insurrection, will hereatter be under the supervis 
ion and control of the supervising special agents of the 
Treasury Department. 

2. All commanders of military departments, districts, and 
posts will, upon receipt of this order, surrender and turn 
over to the proper supervising special agent such houses, 
tenements, lands, and plantations not required for military 
uses as may be in their possession or under their control ; 
and all officers of the Ariny of the United States will at all 
times render tothe agents appointed by the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury all such aid as may be necessary to enable them 
to obtain possession of such houses, tenements, lands, and 
plantations, and to maintain their authority over the same. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

}. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


By this order, as it appears, the Treasury De- 


| partment has been substituted to the War Depart- 
already imposed upon the Treasury Department || 


ment in jurisdiction over * houses, tenements, 


| lands,and plantations deserted and abandoned by 


insurgents within the lines of military occupa- 
*” This is broad, but it is positive. 

In pursuance of these acts of Congress, and of 
this order of the War Department, the Secretary 
of the Treasury has proceeded to appoint special 
agents and to establish a code of regulations. I 
have in my hands now a small volume, entitled 


| ** Commercial Intercourse with States Declared in 
| Insurrection and the CoHection of Abandoned and 
| Captured Property,’’ containing the statutes and 
/ also the departmental regulations on the subject. 


It appears thut there is now an organization under 


| the Secretary of the Treasury, and alsoa system, 
| both of reasonable completeness, to carry out 


these purposes. 

In determining where the Bureau of Freedmen 
should be placed it becomes important to consider 
the interests which it is proposed to guard; and 
this brings me to another aspect of the question. 

Looking at the freedmen, whose welfare is in 
question, we shall find that their labor may be 


| classified under two different heads: first, mili- 








tary; and secondly, predial, or relating to farms. 
There will be still other laborers, including espe- 


| cially mechanics; but these will be chiefly in the 


towns. The large mass will be included in the two 
classes 1 have named. It is, therefore, these two 
classes that are to be particularly considered, 

1. The first class is already provided for. It 
appears that one hundred thousand freedmen are 
already engaged in the military service as soldiers 
or laborers. Others will continue to be engaged 
in this way. These are all naturally and logically 
under the charge of the War Department; nor 
do they need the superintendence of the proposed 
bureau. The act of Congress equalizing their 
condition in the Army of the United States is 


| better for them than any bureau. 


2. But there will remain the other larger class, 


| consisting in the main of women and children and 


farm laborers, who must find employment on the 
abandoned lands. To this labor they are accus- 
tomed. These lands are their natural home. 
But this class must naturally and logically come 
under the charge of the Department which has 
charge of the abandoned lands. Conceding that 
all in the military service fall under the superin- 
tendence of the War Department, it follows with 
equal reason that all who labor on the lands 
must fall under the superintendence of the Treas- 
ury Department, so long, at least, as this Depart- 
ment has charge of the lands. 

This conclusion seems so reasonable that your 
committee were not able to resist it. But the tes- 
timony of persons who have given particular at- 
tention to the question is explicit also, so that 
experience is in harmony with reason. I have 
in my hands a letter from Colonel McKaye, an 
eminent citizen of New York, and also a mem- 
ber of the commission to inquire and report on 


After visiting South Carolina and Louisiana, ex- 


| pressly to study the necessities of freedmen, and 
| to ascertain what could be done to benefit them, 


if 


he thus expresses himself: 
* In the fort place, everybody who has had any practical 
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experience of the working of the plantations or of the super- 





intendence of negro labor will tell you that the cortrol of 
the ahandoned fationsand the care of the colored pe yple 
minal he in the me hands,”? 

You will not fail to observe how positive this 
expert apeaka. According to him all who have 


i 


i experience insist that the eare 
of the freedmen and of the plantation should be 
‘in the same hands;” and so important does he 
regard this point that he names it first of all— 
‘Sin the first place,”’ 


hed “ practi 


But Colonel McKaye is not alone. Here isa | 
letter from Hon. Robert Dale Owen, chairman of 


the Commission on Freedmen, appointed by the 
Secretary of War, which testifies as follows: 


‘* ft will never do to have Treasury agents who lease the 
landsto white menand War Departmentagents who assign 
the same lands to eolored people. Nothing but confusion 
and conflict of authority can result. It will not work at 
all. DButeven if it would, why employ two seta of agents 


to do what one setcan do much better? And whois toin- | 


spect the leased plantations and see to it that neither em- 


ployers nor employed are wronged? The men who gaye | 


the leases? Dut they are Treasury agents, and have nothing 
to do with freedmen, Or the freedmen’s commissioners ? 
tut what authority can they have over men who do not 
hold their leases fromthem? The men who have the care 
of the laborer ought lg have the leasing of the land and the 
inspection of the leases; mul they should be authorized to 
lease equally to white and to colored people.”’ 


Such a statement is an argument. 


This conclusion has the support also of Gen- | 


eral Banks, in a letter addressed to one of the 


Freedmen’s Commission. Here are his words: | 
“The assignment of the abandoned or forfeited planta- | 


tions to One Department of the Government, and the pro- 
tection and support of the emancipated people to another, 
isa fundamental error productive of incalculable evils, and 
cannot be too soon or too thoroughly corrected.” 


The able and elaborate report from the Freed- | 
men’s Commission, just eee considers this | 
iing could be more ex- | 


question carefully. Not 
plicit than the following testimony: 


*“ Batin the judgment of the commission the most se- 
rious error in connection with the present arrangements 


for the care and protection of these people arises out of the | 
assignment to a different agency of the care and disposalof | 


the abandoned plautations. To enter into the detail of all 
the evils and abuses that have arisen out of this error, and 
which are unavoidable so long as it continues to exist, 
would occupy too great a space in this report. Suffice it 
to say that itis the source of the greatest confusion, and a 
perpetual collision between the different local authorities, 


in which not only the emancipated population, but the Gov- | 


ernment itself, suffers the most serious injuries and losses.” 
a * * * * 7 . 7 * * 
“And tlds ts the purport of all the testimony which the 
commission has been able to obtain, notin the department 
of the Gulf only, but everywhere in relation to this matter. 


« The anhesitating judgment of every person, official or | 


Other, not interested in the opportonities it affords for pec- 
ulation, with whom we have consulted, coincides with 


that of General Banks. All without exception declare that | 
no system can avail to effect the great objects contemplated | 
that does not assign to one and the same authority the care | 
and disposal of the abandoned plantations, and the eare and | 


protection of the emancipated laborers who are to culti- 
vate them. 

“* And after the most thorough investizations Iam author- 
ized in saying that this is the deliberate judgment of the Com- 
mission.”? 


It was on this ground of reason, and yielding to 
the influence of such authoritative opinions, that 


the committee were led to believe that there was | 


no alternative on this practical question. 

In the course of their inquiries the committee 
sought the opinions of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. With the heavy burdens of his Department 
resting on his shoulders, he does not desire any 
additional labor, but he does not conceal his con- 


viction that the care of the freedmen must for the | 


»resent be associated with the care of the lands. 

ie would be giud to be relieved of all the responsi- 
bilities connected with the subject; but he hopes 
that it will not be divided between two different 
Departments. In thatevent itis feared that there 
will be little good from either. 

{ have dwelt with some minuteness on this 
question, because it seems to be the practical 


point on which there may be a difference of | 
opinion. Already gentlemen have taken sides, and | 
I regre: this difference; but 1 | 


newspapers also. 
trust that a calm and dispassionate consideration 
of the subject will render it innocuous. The first 
thought of all should be the cause. 

There is another question which ought not to 
be passed over in silence, arising out of the desire 
to protect the freedmen from any system of serf- 
dom orenforeed apprenticeship. [tis well known 
that among the former slave-masters there are 
many who continue to count upon appropriating 
the labor of their slaves, if not under the name of 
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slavery,at least undersome othersystem by which | 
| the freedmen shall be effectually bound to service. | 
| This very phrase ** bound to service, 
|alone, is the pleonastic definition of slavery 


standing 


self. One of these slave-masters in a public 
speech said, ‘* There is really no difference, in 
my opinion, whether we hold them as absolute 


question is not now before us.’? Such barefaced 
avowals were not needed to put humane men on 
their guard against the conspiracy to continue 
slavery under another name. 

The bill now before the Senate provides against 
any such possibility by requiring, first, that the 
assistant commissioners and local superintend- 
ents shall not only aid the freedmen in the ad- 
justment of their wages, but that they shall take 
care that the freedmen do not suffer from ill-treat- 
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has been declared must be secured completely, so 
that it may not fail through any pretension or 


| fraud of wicked men. The least that can be done 
| is what is proposed by your committee. 


Much more might be said on the whole sub- 


| ject; but I forbear. I have opened to considera- 
| tion the two principal questions. If the Senate 
slaves or obtain their labor by some other method. || 
| Of course we prefer the old method, but that 


agree with the committee, first, on the importance 


| of keeping the superintendence of the freedmen 


and of the lands in the same hands, so as to avoid 
local conflict and discord, and, secondly, in the 
importance of providing surely against any sys- 
tem of serfdom or adscription to the soil, the bill 
of the committee must be adopted. 

For the sake of plainness, I ask your attention 
to the main features of this bill, under the follow- 
ing heads: 

1 It provides exclusively for freedmen, mean- 
ing thereby “such persons as were once slaves,”’ 


ment or any failure of contract on the part of || without undertaking to embrace persons gener- 


_ others; and secondly, that the contracts for service 


shall be limited to a year. The latter provision 
is so important that | give it precisely: 
“ Provided, ‘That no freedmen shall be held to service on 


any estate above mentioned otherwise than according to | 


voluntary coutract, reduced to writing, and certified by the 
assistant commissioner or local superintendent; nor shall 
any such contract be for a longer period than twelve 
montls.”? 

Here is a safeguard against serfdom or enforced 
apprenticeship which seemed to your committee 
of especial valuc. In this respect the House bill 
was thought to be fatally defective, inasmuch as 


| it interposed no positive safeguards. 
I do not know how extensive the desire may | 


be to set slavery again on its feet under another 
name. But when we take into consideration the 


selfish tendencies of the world, the disposition of 


the strong to appropriate the labor of the weak, 
and the reluctance of slave-masters to renounce 
their habitual power, | have felt that Congress 
would not do its duty on this occasion if it did 
not by special provision guard against any such 
outrage. There must be no slavery under an- 
other alias. This terrible wrong must not be al- 
lowed to skulk in serfdom or compulsory labor. 
** Once free, always free:”’ 
justice and of jurisprudence. But any system by 
which the freedmen may be annexed to the soil, 
adscripti gleba, will be in direct conflict with their 
newly acquired rights. They can be properly 
bound only by contract; and considering how 
easily they may be induced to enter into engage- 
ments ignorantly or heedlessly, and thus become 
the legal victims of designing men, it is evident 
that no precautions in their behalf can be too 
great. 


It is well known that in some of the British | 


West Indies an attempt was made, at the period 
of emancipation, to establish a system of appren- 
ticeship which should be an intermediate condi- 


tion between slavery and freedom. But the ex- | 


periment failed. In some of the islands it was 

abandoned by the planters themselves, who frank- 

y accepted emancipation outright. And in all it 
' 


nally fell, blasted by the eloquence of Brougham. | 


Here is a passage from one of his speeches: 


“They who always dreaded emancipation, who were | 
alarmed at the prospect of negro indolence, who stood | 
aghast at the vision of negro rebellion should the chains | 
cease to rattle, or the lash to resound through the air, gath- | 
ering no wisdom from the past, still persist in affrighting | 
themselves and scaring you with imaginary apprebeusions | 


from the transition to entire freedom out of the present in- 
termediate state. But that intermediate state is the very 
source of all their real danger; and | disguise not its mag- 
nitude from myself. Youhave gone too far if you stop 
here and go nofurther; you are inimminent hazard if, hav- 
ing loosened the fetters, you do not strike them off; if, leav- 
ing them ineffectual to restrain, you let them remain to gall 
and to irritate andtoguad. Beware of thatstate yet more 
unnatural than slavery itself, liberty bestowed by halves.” — 
Third Series Hansard’s Parliamentary Debates, volume 40, 
», 1312. 

Pri I have demonstrated to you that everything is ordered, 
every previous step taken, all safe, by experience shown 
to be safe for the long-desired consummation. The time 
has come, the trial has been made, the hour is striking ; 
you have no longer a pretext for hesitation or faltering or 
delay. The slave has shown by four years’ blameless be- 
havior and devotion to the pursuits of peaceful industry 
that he is as fit for his freedom as any English peasant, ay, 
or any lord whom I now address. I demand his rights; I 
demand his liberty without stint; in the name of justice 
and of law, in the name of reason, in the name of God, who 
has given you no right to work injustice.”’—Ibid., p. 1314. 


But surely there is no need of eloquence or per- 
suasion to induce you to set your faces like flint 
againstany such half-way system. Freedom that 


tre ene een 


such is the maxim of 





|| ally of African descent. 


2. It seeks to secure to such freedmen the op- 
portunity of labor on those lands which are nat- 


| ural and congenial to them, and on this account 


it places the superintendence of the freedmen in 
the Department which has the superintendence 


| of the lands. 


3. It provides positively against any system of 
enforend tuber orapprenticeship, by requiring con- 
tracts between the freedmen and their employers 
to be carefully attested before the local officers. 

4. It establishes a careful machinery for the 
purposes of the bill, both as regards the freedmen 
and as regards the lands. 

But the bill may be seen not only in what it 
does, but also in what it avoids doing. It does 
not undertake too much. It does not assume to 
provide ways and means for the support of the 
freedmen; but it does look to securing them the 
opportunities of labor according to well-guarded 
contracts, and under the friendly advice of agents 
of the Government, who shall take care that they 
are protected against abuse of allkinds. Itisthe 
declared duty of these agents ‘*to protect these 
persons in the enjoyment of their rights, to pro- 
mote their welfare, and to secure to them and 
their posterity the blessings of liberty.’”? Under 
these comprehensive words all that is proper and 
constitutional will be authorized for their wel- 
fare and security, while liberty and labor will be 
made to go hand in hand. Thus far in the sad 
history of this people Labor has been compelled 
by Slavery. But the case at last will be reversed. 
It will be Liberty that will conduct the freedman 
to the fields, protect him in his toil, and secure to 
him all its fruits. 

In closing what I have to say on this subject, 
allow me to read the official testimony of the Com- 
mission on Freedmen, appointed by the Secretary 
of War, in their recent report on this subject: 


“ We need a freedmen’s bureau, not because these peo- 
ple are negroes, but because they are men who have been 
for generations despoiled of their rights. The commission 
has heretofore, to wit, in a supplemental report made to 
you in December last, recommended, to effect the above 
objects, the establishment of such a bureau; and they be- 
lieve that all that is essential to its proper organization is 
contained, substantially, in a billto thateffect, reported on 
April 12, from the Senate committee on slavery and freed- 
men.”? 


_ This is the bill which is now under considera- 
tion. 

It will be for the Senate to determine, under the 
circumstances, what it will do. My earnest hope 
is that it will do something. The opportunity 
must not be lost of helping so many persons who 
are now helpless, and of aiding the cause of rec- 
onciliation, without which peace cannot be as- 
sured. In this spirit I leave the whole subject to 
the good judgment of the Senate. If anything 
better than the work of the committee can be 
found I hope that it will be adopted; but mean- 
while | ask you to accept that which is now 
offered. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. President—— 

Mr. SUMNER. [I hope the Senator will allow 
me to perfect the bill. There are a few amend- 
ments that [ wish to make. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Certainly. 

Mr. SUMNER. In section one, line five, af- 
ter the word “‘have’’ I move to strike out the 
words ** become free since the ee of the 
present war,” and to insert instead “once been 
slaves;’’ so that it will read: 

That an office is hereby created in the Treasury Depart- 
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ment to be called the Bureau of Freedmen, meaning there- 
by such persons as have once been slaves, &c. 


Theamendmentto theamendment wasagreed to. 


Mr. SUMNER. In section one, line ten, I 
move to strike out the word * bonds”’ and to in- 
sert the word “ bond,’’ m&king it singular instead 
of plural. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pomeroy 
in the chair.) That amendment will be-made. 

Mr. SUMNER. After the: words ‘ United 
States,” in the same line, | move to insert the 
words ** for the faithful discharge of his duties.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SUMNER. In line thirteen of the same 
section I move to strike out the word “‘ who’’ 
and insert the words *‘ all of whom.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is acleri- 
cal amendment, and will be made, if there be no 
objection. 

Mr. SUMNER. In section two, line seven, 
after the word * dollars’? I move to insert the 
words ‘‘utider Lond, as required for the chief 
clerk.” 

Mr. GRIMES. How will it read then? 

Mr. SUMNER. “ And each department shall 
be under the supervision of an assistant commis- 
sioner with an annual salary of $2,000’ under 
bond, as required for the chief clerkt,”’ 

Mr. GRIMES. I should like to know what 
the amount of the bond to be given is. Heis to 
give a bond similar to the chief clerk. ‘What is 
that? 

Mr. SUMNER.’ It is understood’ that the 
amount of the bond is to be regulated by the De- 
partment. ‘The committee did not think it worth 
while to go into that detail. It is sufficient to re- 
quire the bond, leaving to the Department to reg- 
ulate the amountin'the rules that'lt may establish. 

Theamendmenttotheamendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER. In section five, line seven, 
after the words * found on”’ [ move to insert the 
words **and belonging to;’’ so that it will read: 


And also to take possession of all personal property found 
on and belonging to such estate. 


Theamendmentto theamendment wasagrced to. 


Mr. SUMNER. In:line nine of theesame séc- 


tion I move tv strikeout *f thereon’? and to insert 
‘* aforesaid.’’ 


Theamendmenttotheamendment wasagrcedto. 


Mr. SUMNER.» ‘In “section six, line two, 1. 


move to strikeout the’ words **be ready” and to 
insert the word *‘aet;”’ so that it will read: 
That the assistant conimisstoners and local superintend- 
ents shal) actgs advisory guardians, &e. i 
Theamendmenttothe amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SUMNER. In line five of the same sec- 
tion [ move to strike out the word * drzaniza- 
tion”’ and to insert “ application,””’ 

Theamendmenttothe amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER. Inline eight of the same sec- 
tion I move te strike out the words *' in the prem- 
ises’’ and to insert, the words ‘under any con- 
tract entered into by them.” ) | 

Theamendment totheamendment wasagrecd to. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. | MriPresident, Lam 
opposed to, both the billand the amendment—— 

Mr. WILSON, Will the Senator yield to me 
for a moment? { 

Mr. RLCHARDSON,. Certainly. 0) fi 

Mr. WILSON. I desite toi Wave this bill go 
over until one o’clock to-morrow for the purpest 
of taking up a bill relatingte the military service, 
in regard to which we have a special message 
from the President. Would,the Senator just as 
s00n speak to-morrow? . GHA’ 

Mr. RICHARDSON, | Certainly. 

Mr. SUMNER... Lwiill ask my colleague first 
whether it would not be better to allow this bill 
¢ go on for an hour and take up the message an 

our tater. ’ 


Mc, WILSON, ‘Then we should not be able 
to pass it to-day. 


_Mr. SUMNER. I willask my colleague if the 
pill thathe proposes to take up will occupy much 


firme. 
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Mr. WILSON. That I cannottell. The bill 
that | propose to take upis the bill introduced by 


the Senator from New York (Mr. MorGay] in | 


regard to the commutation for military service. 
The President has sent us a special letter on tie 
subject. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator submita motion? 

Mr. WILSON. As I suppose this bill will 
take a few hours, atany rate, | think we ought to 
1 do not 
wish to interrupt the consideration of this bill, 
although L intended, if this matter had not come 
in, to have moved some areendments to the bill. 

Mr. SUMNER. I am not aware that there is 
to be any debate about it. 


tion. I thought Senators might differ on some 


practical questions, but I have had no reason to | 


suppose that there would be any extended debate 
upon it oceupying time. Iam in the hands of 
my colleague on this question. He knows that 
I do not wish to put any impediment in the way 
| of such a proposition as he intimates, if it is one 
which grows out of the exigencies of the hour. 
Butthe question now under consideration is one 


cies. it has already been too long postponed, 
and I humbly submit that the Senate ought to 
reach some conclusion upon it. - 

Mr. WILSON. Well, 1 will allow it to goon 
for an hour or two. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
comes from the honorable Senator from Massa- 
chusetts that this bill must be passed speedily, 1 
will only say that it will not pass the Senate with- 
out full and therough discussion, so far as | am 
concerned. 


mentand the original bill. The issue, as think, 
is now fairly presented, whether we shall by law 
of Congress make the white people of this coun- 
try support the colored. ‘The Senator from Mas- 


relation to this subject. Buta few days ago he 


in the Territories. 
to extend to them eharity and support, contess- 
ing imhis argument, as is confessed both mm the 
bill and the amendment, that they are incapable 
of taking care of themselves. 


sented this extraordinary condition in the States 
where our armies had nboamobe the masters had 
fled from their plantations, leaving their slaves; 
that the slaves. thus abandoned cannot support 
themselves; and he calls upon us now to estab- 
lish a bureauto take charge of and protect those 
slaves upon whom on other occasions he seeks to 
confer the right of suffrage. 

| Bat I said-thatthe bill and the amendment to 
the bill confess'before the country that this pop- 
| ulation is incapable of taking care of themselves 
| atid that provision is niade in both measures to 
| take care of them. This is the provision in the 


| 


original bill: 
And thé waid Commissioner, and by his diréetion the 


said Assistint:Cominissioners, shatt have power to permit 
persons of Afyican descent—— 


Mr. SUMNER. That is the House bills not 
the Senate bill. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. = [say itisin both bills. 
I shalbexplain my meaning very fully to the Sen- 
ator before I get through. © I repeat it is in both 
bills; the provision in the House bill is in these 
words: 


And tlre said Comniissioner, and by his direction the said 
Assistant Commissioners, shalt have powerto permit per- 
sons of African descent, and persous. who are or sliall have 
become free, as aforesaid, under such rules and regulations 
‘as may be from time'to tine prescribed by said Commiis- 
sioner and approved by the Seeretary of ‘War, to occupy, 
cultivate, and improve ali jands lying within these districts 
now or heretofore in rebellion, which lands may haye been 

“or may hereafter be abandoned by their former owners, and 
all real estate within such districts to which the United 
States shall have acquired title, and which shal! wot have 
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Indeed | was not pre- | 
pared to expect any extended debate on this ques- | 


of vast importance, which has tts own exigen- | 
So far as the intimation | 


I was about stating, Mr. President, when in- | 
terrupted, that | was opposed to both the amend- || 


sachusetis presents an extraordinary position in | 


was urging us to confer upon these freedmen the | 
right-of suffeage in the District of Columbia aud || 
He is here to-day urging us | 


The Senator dur- | 
ing the progress of bis remarks said that they pre- || 





|, been previously appropriated by the Government to ether 
| and to advise and aid them, whet) needtul, to organ- 
i and direct their labor, adjust with them their wages, &e. 

In the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Massachusetts it’ is as follows: 

That the Assistant Commissioners and local superintend - 
ents shall be ready, as advisory guardinns, to aid the freed- 
men in the adjustment of their wages, or, where they have 
rented plantations or small holdings, in the organization of 
théir labor; that they shall take chre that the treedmen do 
not suffer trom ill-treatment or any cfaflure of contract on 
the part of others, and that on theie partthey perform their 
duty in the premises; that they shall further do what they 
can as arbitrators, to reconcile and settle any diiferences 
in which freedmen may be involved whether among them- 
selves or between themselves and other persons; and in 
case such differences are carried before any tribunal, civil 
| or military, they shall appear as next friends of the freed- 
men, £0 far as tosee that the case is fairly stated and heard. 
And in all such proceedings there shall be no disability or 
exclusion on account of color, 

So that both the bill and the amendment make 
the broad statenient to the country that these peo- 
| ple are incapable of taking care of themselves, 
_and that is urged as a reason why this bureau 
shall be organized, that we may take care of them. 
But, sir, the idea now sought to be carried out 
and consummated by this bill, to make war for, 
to feed, to clothe, to protect and care for the ne- 
gro, to give him advantages that the white race 
do not receive or claim,is one that has chareacter- 
| ized the degislation of Congress and all the acts of 

the President and his Cabinet for the past three 

years. The negro has been fed and clothed at 
the public expense. In the amnesty proclama- 

tion of the President of the United Srates, sent 
| to Congress with his message at the beginning of 
this session, we have this declaration: 

* The persons excepted from the benefits of the foregoing 
provisions are, all who ate, or shail have been, Givilor dip 
Jounatic officers or agents Of the so-called contuderate gév - 
| ernment; all who jiave left judicial stations under the 
United States to ald the rebellion; all who are or shall have 
been military ov naval officers of said so-called confederate 
|| government, above therank of colonel in’ the army or of 
Jieutenant, in the Baty all who left seats In the United 
States Congresa to aid the rebellion; all who resigned com- 
| missions in the Army or Navy ‘of the United States and 
|| afterwards aided the rebellions andall who have engaged 
in any way in treating colored persons, or white persons 
in charge of such, otherwise than lawfully as prisoners of 
war, and which persons.may have been feud in the Uat- 
| ted States Service as soldiers, s¢eumen, or in dny otlier ca- 
pacity.”? . 

He will forgive any person who has treated the 
white soldiers of the United States in any other 
manner than as prisoners of war; but if they 
treat the black soldiers in any other way he will 
not forgive them. Why is this so? Is netthe 
erime as great if they kill, when SAptATey white 
soldiers as black ones? And yet the President 
of the United States says, “IT will forgive you for 
the one, but I will not forgive you for the other. 
|| You may commit murder, rape, violate the usages 
\| of civilized warfare upon the whites; J will for- 
| give that; but touch the negro and you shall not 
|| be forgiven.” 
|| Mr. President, this exclusive regard for the in- 
|| terests of the negro is not only true in reference 
| to the President of the United States, but it is true 
| in réferénce t6 Congress. How many apptica- 
tions have been made here to investigate cases 
where White men have been, in violation of law, 
imprisoned, which, by a party vote, have been 
laid on your table, and all itivestigation stifled? 
What was.the vote of the Senate when a negro 
was turned out of one of the street cars in this 
city? Bythat same vote that you laid those inqui- 
ties in refereneé to white we on your table, you 
caused of of the committees of this body to in- 
vestigate the fatts, to ascertain whether a negro 
had been turned out of a street car or not. he 
white man cah be imprisoned, mobbed, or mur- 
dered—you do not cite for that—but ttirn the 
| negro from the cars, and you, with the speed of 
| lightning, resist it. ; 





The samé dottrine that is laid down in the 
President’s proclamation follows your action here, 
avd not only here buteverywhere else, Downin 
| North Carolina, some little time ago, the rebels 
captured a portion of our troops who were natives 
| of that State. Theykilled them. No investiga- 
| tion was ever had aboatthem. Noe talk was evér 
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bed here about it. Nothing was ever said about 
fthere. But, sir, when the rebels took Fort Pil- 


low, and destroyed the negroes garrisoning that 
fort, you did not leave it to the military authority 
to inquire into the subject, but you sent a special 


committee-in hot haste from here to inquire into 
all the facts. in the first instance it was the white 
man that was killed; you do not care about am 
nor does the President; in the other it was Me 
negro; you must send your committee to look 
after it, and the President, in a stump speech at 
Baltimore, tells the public that we must retaliate 
upon the rebels for the maseacre of his beloved 
race at Fort Pillow; but is silent then, and at all 
other times, about the whites who were massacred 
in North Carolina. 

I might extend the instances and exhaust the 
day. Ihave only alluded to these for the purpose 
of calling the attention of the country to the fact 
established by official records of the action of the 
Executive and of both branches of Congress. The 
negro must live and not toil. The white race 
must toil and fight to free him, to feed and clothe 
him. ‘To consummate this is the aim and pur- 
pose of Mr. Lincoln and his followers. He and 
they have no ambition beyond this. 

But , Mr. Preeident, the Senator during the prog- 
ress of his remarks congratulated the country 
that the black soldiers had been placed on terms 
of equality with the white, and we are told here 
and elsewhere, day by day, that they are as good 
soldievs as our white soldiers; that they are being 
employed for the purpose of fighting our battles, 
Sir, | deny it. It is not true in point of fact. 
Will the Senator from Massachusetts tell me 
where they, with a single exception, have borne 
the stars and stripes of the country in the storm of 
battle? 

Mr. SUMNER. Which is the single excep- 
tion?, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Port Hudson. Do you 
remember any other? 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator forgets Fort 
Wagner, where Colonel Shaw, of the Massachu- 
setts fifty-fourth, fell on the very heights of the 
fort, and his dead body was covered by the dead 
bodies of his colored soldiers. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I am glad the Senator 
has corrected me. I want to do full justice to 
allmen. The negro was not called into the ser- 
vice to fight battles, but to do garrison duty. 
The President of the United States, in his proc- 
lamation of January 1, 1863, tells us what he is 
going to do with the colored soldiers: 

“And I do further deelare and make known that such 
persons of suitable condition will be received into the 
armed service of the United States to garrison forts, posi- 
tions, stations, and other places, and to man vessels of all 
sorts in such service.”’ 

Where are your negro soldicrs with the army 
of the Potomac to-day? In the thirty days’ fight- 
ing that has taken place, such as no country has 
ever seen upon the face of the earth, in-what cn- 
gagement have they been? They are in the rear 
garrisoning forts and positions that have been 
taken by the valor of white men, 

There are, | am told, over seventy thousand 
negro troops in our Army. They are paid as 
much, fed and clothed as well as the white sol- 
diers, and in this respect the equals of the whites, 
but in noother. Outside of forts they have fought 
twice, at most. In all other engagements where 
they have taken uny part it has been inside of 
fortifications taken by white men’s valor or made 
by white men’s toil directed by white men’s skill. 

This talk about negroes Sighting is a delusion 
and a myth. The President, the Commander- 
in-Chief of our Army and Navy, never intended 
and does not now intend that they shall do any 
other service in the Army except “ to garrison 
forts, positions, and stations” which have been 
won by white men, 

Mr, President, the continuance in office of Mr. 
Liacoln and his Cabinet would insure the success 
of measures which place the black race above the 
white if mere Jaws passed by man could do so. 
God hes made the negro inferjor, and such laws 
canotmake him equal. I have watched the prog- 
reea of things fora good while. Youdid not pass 
your bill here the other day to allow negroes to 
vote in this District. I was not astonished atthe 
arguments that were made in oppositionteit. You 
were told thatelections were coming on, and if you 
conferred the right of suffrage upon the negroes in 
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this District you would not be able to carry some 
of the States, That was the ground upon which 
some Senators on the other side opposed it, the 
ground of expediency, for the purpose of carrying 
popular elections. We may infer from the argu- 
ments which were made in opposition to that bill 
that as soon asthe presidential election is over the 
right of suffrage will be conferred upon negroes 
every where. ‘The Senator from Massachusetts 
will be able to carry his proposition next winter, 
if the people can be deceived to reélect Lincoln. 

Mr. SUMNER. I hope this summer. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. You have no show in 
the world this summer. If you could carry that 
proposition now, you could not carry one of the 
northwestern States this fall. These gentlemen 
who are hanging behind now, who are with the 
rear guard, will be in the advance after awhile. 
If you are successful they will be with you and 
in the van. If weare successful oe 4 willlead us 
I say, therefore, the American people need not be 
deceived on this point unless they wish to be. 

How is it, Mr. President, in regard to many of 
the generalsin the Army? The instancesarc rare 
where a general agreeing with the Presidentof the 
United States in his negro policies has been re- 
tired from active service, and in no instance has 
such a one been dismissed. As a general rule 
where a general in the field has agreed and pro- 
claimed that the negro was his equal in all respects, 
and that the negro furnished ona was the standard 
of loyalty and patriotism, no matter what faults 
or blunders he may have committed, no matter 
what disasters may have befallen our arms by his 
stupidity and ignorance, no matter what fields 


| have been lost that should have been won, he 


has been sustained and promoted by the Presi- 
dent. ‘Takeas instances Generals Banks, Butler, 
Schenck, and Milroy on the one side; Generals 
Buell, Fitz John Porter, Andrew Porter, and 
Keyes on the other. Banks, Butler, Schenck, and 
Milroy sung hosannas to the negro and lost fields; 
Buell, the Porters, and Keyes did not rely upon 
hallelujahs to the negro to beat the rebels; they 
relied upon courage, strategy,and war. The first 


| class, except Schenck, command to-day; the sec- 








| ond are out of the Army. 


General Banks lost battles in Virginia that a 
general should have won; abandoned positions 
that could have been advantageously held by com- 
petent commanders. By his blunders and igno- 
rance he has lost the Southwest, supplies, camp 
equipage,and munitions of war enough to enable 
Kirby Smith to maintain himself this year’s cam- 
paign. Heis still in command. He is sound on 
the negro policies of the President. He can pro- 
nounce the shibboleth, negro equality and loyalty, 
exactly right. 

General Buell, an accomplished officer bred to 
arms, when, miles away from Pittsburg Landing 
saw and knew that our forces there under Gen- 
eral Grant would be assailed by superior forces, 
hurried from Nashville to save Grant’s gallant 
army, and reached the battle only in time to save 
the fortunes of the field and turn defeat into vic- 
tory, as Dessaix saved Napoleon at the battle of 
Marengo. He fought and won the battle of Per- 
ryville. He lost no fields. He was not'sound or 
was rather suspected of being unsound on the 
negro policies. He was retired from active com- 
mand. ’ 

General Butler, at the outset of this war, in the 
preliminary engagements was a private in the 
ranks of Jeff. Davis. It is believed that his is 
the only instance in the world’s history where a 
man commenced as a private on oneside and rose 
to the rank of general on the other without fight- 
ing a single battle. Since his promotion he planned 
the battle of Big Bethel; it did not result advan- 
tageously to our arms. We have the authority 
of Governor Pierpont for saying that he has been 
more successful in getting silver fruit-baskets, 
spoons, the contents of banks, stores, &c., than 
he has been in winning fields. If one tenth that 
is charged against him is true he vught to be shot 
asa confirmed brigand, a highwayman. I sue- 
pect the fact to be that half of his crimes are con- 
cealed. He is still in command; he has risen 
upon the negro’s credit. A short time ago it was 
thought his days were numbered. It was appa- 
rent to everybody that fighting was to be done 
that required both courage and skil], As Butler 
penne neither of these it was thought General 

mith would supersede him Butler iesued an 











order that the negroes on the beats running be- 
tween Baltimore and Fortress Monroe should eat 

dinner at the same time and table%e the whites, 

He was retained in command, and General Smith 

was placed under him. Butler was up to a few 

things; he is in favor ofthe President’s policies; 

he can pronounce the shibboleth, negro superior- 

ity, exactly. 

General Fitz John Porter has won many a hard- 
fought field. One of them has no parailel in his- 
tory. 

When General Mc@iellan found he could get 
no support from here in his campaign againat 
Richmond, not even thirty thousand men, though 
there were over one hundred thousand here and 
in the neighborhood, he commenced his retreat, 
fighting and falling back, bringing off his com- 
mand, his munitions of war, and all that pertained 
to his army. The army reached Malvern Hill 
with Fitz Se Porter in command of the rear. 
The rebels, confident of victory, assailed him with 
a force three to one. He repulsed them with 
great slaughter, gaining over them as complete a 
victory as has been won during the war, Porter, 
covering the retreat, displayed more ability and as 
much courageas Ney, Napoleon’s brave marshal. 

if Porter’s fame rested on this battle alone it 
would carry his name down to the last syllable 
of recorded time. He is not now in the service. 
I will not proclaim the means by whith he was 
dismissed the service, because it is not creditable 
to mycountry. He wassupposed to be unsound 
upon the President’s policies. 

General Schenck’s military fame rests upon 
the feat of dumping his men from a railroad car 
upon a batteryat Vienna. His promotions were 
in consequence of soundness upon the President’s 
proclamation. The President admired this so 
much that he agreed verbally to hold his commis- 
sion as major general as an escrow, while Schenck 
served two years in Congress, and at the end of 
the time to hand it back to him. 

General Milroy lost Winchester, with part of 
his command, ammunition, and supplies. But 
that did not matter; he wassound on the policies; 
he could pronounce shibboleth to suit Lincolo. 

Andrew Porter and Keyes, although thorough 
soldiers, experienced officers, displaying on many 
fields their courage, skill, and science, are not 
trusted upon the policies. 

This whole Government is being run to-day on 
the question of making all interest yield to that 
of the o. if 1 were to bring a bill that would 
cost the Government the same amount this will 
for the benefit of the widows and orphans of the 
white soldiers who have been killed or died, | 
could not obtain for it-ovér ten votes ini this Sen- 
ate. You will passthis,! fear. I wish we could 
defeatit, It is true the bill and amendment both, 
I believe, propose to pay over into the Treasury 
the residue of the money to be raise@g-by leasing 
abandoned estates, &c. No dollar will ever go 
into the Treasury from this source, but every 
cent that freedmen want for food, for clothes, for 
every necessary of life, will be drawn from the 
Treasury asitis now, When the confiscation bill 
was passed there wasa like provision init. When 
the advocates of that measure were urging its 
passage, they said it would pay the interest on 
the national debt, and after a while pay the debt 
puso The truth is, that all nae of confis- 
ca roperty do not now pay the expenses and 
siete asta Each year mi Movie ure ahiwn from 
the Treasury to keep that in motion. But the 
Senator from Massachusetts tells us we must sup- 
my these people by charity, and provides in the 

ill to pay the balance into the asury. 

‘Mr. SUMNER. (4 have not said they should 
be supported. The Senator puts words into my 
mouth which I did notsay. I said we owed to 
them care and protection during this transition 
period from slavery to liberty. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I beg the Senator’s par- 
don. I accept what he says; but the Senator 
will permit me to call his attention to one remark 
in his speech, that this was “a great national 
charity.”” The Senator will remember that he 
used these words. : 

Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. I said it was at 
once a charity and a duty, 

Mr. RICHARDSON, Of course he thinks it 
a charity and a duty. Why the provision in the 
bill that the residue of the money is to be paid 
into the Treasury? It is to mislead the public 
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mind, With your “charities and duties”’ in this 
direction you have brought us to bankruptcy, 
the nation to ruin, and our people once so happy 
and prosperous to toil and woe. 

- This ‘charity and duty” has united the South 
and divided the North. t the commencement of 
these difficulties we had, or thought we had, a 
large party in the South who were opposed to this 
rebellion. Mr. Lincoln notified us that there was 
a very large majority against secession. It was 
claimed that every State was devotedly attached 
to the Union except South Carolina. 1 believe 
that was true. Where are they now? This 
policy of yours has united them so completely 
that southern women are in the ranks, discharg- 
ing the duties of soldiers, handling the musket and 
firing the cannon. 

But still you say, let us goon. It does seem 
to me that, as reasonable men, we ought to stop, 
we should pause, we should hesitate. I am not 
often in the habitof thinking that anything Wen- 
dell Phillips says is either good or true; but he 
said the other day that for which any Democrat, 
if he had said it, he would have been confined in 
a fort. I cannot give his exact words—I quote 
from memory—but he said substantially that Jeff. 
Davis made a revolt, but Abraham Lincoln made 
a southern confederacy. _— 

The reign of those who disregard all right does 
often receive the popular applause, but sooner or 
later susmentiidh justice deals to them the vio- 
lence they have inflicted upon others. _ 

The thought forces itself upon my mind often 
that all this effort to keep the negro before the 
public is for the purpose of attracting attention 
from the effort to overthrow liberty and establish 
despotism in this country. The wicked rebel 
and the negro, is the vaphy to any fear expressed 
that we shall lose our liberty in this contest. 

Mr. President, in no country was liberty ever 
more menaced and endangered than it is in this 
country to-day. Like all countries in revolution, 
the people have conceded a little here and a little 
there on the ground of necessity until there is but 
little left. Cromwell in the revolution in Eng- 
land turned out the Parliament upon the plea of 
necessity. Napoleon when he ascended the throne 
of France with the bayonet drove the Assembly 
of France from its chamber. He permitted none 
to take their seats but those who supported him. 
A minority of that convention declared for him 
asemperor. The bayonet did the work. 

Sir, what is our situation to-day? Where is 
trial by jury, your habeas corpus, your freedom of 
speech, your freedom of press, your liberty of 
conscience? Where are your free ballot, the first 
great birthright of Americans, and without which 
iberty cannot exist anywhere for a single mo- 
ment? A few days ago certain newspapers in 
New York published a bogus proclamation, and 
they were suppressed by an order from Wash- 
ington and the editors imprisoned. 

Mr. JOHNSON. They were not imprisoned. 
They were ordered to be imprisoned, but Major 
General Dix did not do it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The order was given 
from here. Not only does the President and 
Cabinet imprison citizens who have committed no 
crime, but generals and colonels and second lieu- 
tenants who do not know the difference between 
Webster’s spelling-book with the leaves all out 
and the leaves all in, and it is justified and sus- 
tained oY the President. The only hope for lib- 
erty in this country is the defeat of Mr. Lincoln 
this fall. 

Throughout the entire North to-day, in every 
congressional district, you have provost mar- 
shals. You have them in your country, too, sir; 
[to Mr.Jounson.] The provost marshals claim 
the right to try all cases that arise, criminal and 
civil. They doubtless haye never heard that there 
was a provision in the Federal Constitution that 
the military should be subordinate to the civil au- 
thority. They are contesting with our courts 
whether they shall ny any cases in the courts or 
not. That great right conferred by the Consti- 
tution of the United States, that no man shall be 
tried for his life or liberty unless upon due pre- 
sentment bya grand jury, isgone. A lieutenant, 
who has never seen the inside of a law-book, who 
would not know whet you meantif you told him 
that there was such a thing as liberty proclaimed 
in every article of the Federal Constitution, he 
would tell you, “* Here is a military necessity.” 
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|| position. That time has gone with me forever. 
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| tablishment of military courts was penc 


| Judiciary and make adespotism. The machinery | 


| care of the negro. 
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1 know it may be replied to me, as it has been, 
that these things are done in pursuance of a law | 
passed by Congress. True it is so; but before || 
you pened your law, before it had an existence || 
you had your provost marshals in every district 








throughout the country. Civil liberty, the liberty || 
of the citizen, was stricken down and it is gone. | 
And now the gentleman from Massachusetts tells | 
us that we must have universal freedom. Sir, | 


Lam in favor of frtedom too; freedom for the || 


Mr. President, 1 care not who administers this 
Government. ‘The time has been when I felt | 


anxious to elevate a statesman and friend to that || 


Give me the man for President who will give me 
a free ballot, trial by jury, the freedom of speech, | 
the liberty of the press, and the right of con- 
science, and I care not by what name you call 
him, nor who he is; but so help me God I will re- 
sist to the utmost of my power always the one 
who has stricken down all these great rights, 
When the conscription bill authorizing the es- 
oa and 
under consideration in the Senate, | moved aj || 
amendment to limit its operation to one year. 
That amendment was adopted unanimously. It 
passed the House, as I believe. The committee 
of, conference struck it out, asI suppose. At all 
events it is not in the bill now. The object and 
intention is to have military tribunals to take the 
lace of courts. You intend to overthrow the 





you have now in full operation, 1 do not believe 
that all or even half that voted for this bill are in 
favor of this, but the power is exercised by those 
who will do it. I repeat, then, | have no doubt 
that the Senator from Massachusetts will press 
and pass this bill. No matter what becomes of 
the white man; let him go; let him starve; lethim 
fight your battles; send him to the front, and 
a the negro behind; let his wife and children 
perfsh wherever they may be; but you must take 


Mr. SUMNER. If the Senator wi'l permit me, 
I wish the negro to go to the front. 

Mr.RICHARDSON. You said he would go. 

Mr. SUMNER. 1 want us to allow him to 
go. He is anxious to go forward and oe 
military service. 1 want himtodo it, and to save 
our fellow-citizens. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I know of no Senator | 
and of no man in America who could do more to | 
lead them to the front than the Senator himself, | 
if he will go. 1 have nodoubt if the Senator will 
go down to General Grant he can get at the head | 
of those negroes, and if he will make one of his | 
glowing speeches in favor of universal liberty and | 
the black man’s superiority, they will go with 
him to the front. I want them to goto the front, 
too; but, sir, they will not go. They will eat 
your rations and they will take your pay; they 
will guard your posts that do not need guarding; 
and that is all they will do. 

Sir, 1am opposed to this bill and all similar 
bills. The time has now come when we must 
talk in reference to these things and talk plainly, 
and, for one; I intend to do so. 

Mr. WILSON. I move that the further con- 
sideration of this bill be postponed until to-mor- 
row at one o’clock. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Why not go on with itnow? 

Mr. WILSON. I want to pass another bill. 

Mr.SUMNER. Before the question is put, I 
mustsayaword. This bill has been intrusted to 
me by a committee of thi body. Itis one which 
is watched with great interest by the public justly. 
Its prompt passage is required by the public in- 
terests. I think the Senate ought to make haste 
with it. If my colleague tells me there is other 
business which concerns the public interests, and 
which, in his judgment, is of higher importance 
than this bill, I shall yield; but I desire it to be 
distinctly understoo’. that I take no responsibility 
for it. 1 do not censent to abandon this measure | 
except in deferer.ce to his judgment as chairman 
of the Committze on Military Affairs. If he tells 
the Senate the + within his knowiedge there is busi- 
ness that ought to be atiended to in preference to 
this, of course I shall yield. 

Mr. WILSON, All ican say aboutitis simply 
this: the President of the United States has sent 
a message here to-day, which | beheve has not 
been read, with a letter from the Secretary of || 
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War and a statement of the Provost Marshal 
General, urging the passage af the bill that is now 
pending before the Senate in order to raise men 
to reinforce our armies, and I think that any ques- 
tion for raising men to reinforce our armies is 
before any and all other questions in this country. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Poms- 
roy.) It is moved that the bill before the Senate 
be postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr.SUMNER. And made the special order 
for one o’clock. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Has it been made a spe- 
cial order? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the 


motion before the Senate, , 


Mr. SHERMAN, 
ness. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I desire to say one word. 
Every proposition to make a special order for the 
last two weeks has béen resisted, and success- 
fully resisted, | believe, by the majority, upon the 
ground that the public interests would not allow 
special orders at this stage of the session. 

Mr. SUMNER. I beg the Senator’s pardon. 
Every proposition to make a special order dating 
the morning hour, as the Senator will remember, 


It is now unfinished busi- 


| has been resisted; but | am not aware thata prop- 


osition for a special order after the morning hour 
has been resisted. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I cannot say whether 
the Senator is certainly correct upon that or not. 
The argument has been made and objection urged 
that the condition of the public business of the 
Senate now as we are approaching the close of 
the session would not allow special orders to be 
made. Why is it that other bills are notallowed 
in view of the public interest to be made special 
orders, and this can be madeso? This isa House 
bill. lt bas passed the other House; it is here; 
and if it goes back amended, of course it will re- 
ceive the immediate consideration of that Hlouse. 
When it has been proposed that Senate fills that 


| have never yet passed the House, and which 


must pass soon if they areto be considered i the 
House at all, shall be made special orders, the ma- 
jority have voted it down. Gertainly the interest 
that is peculiarly represented by the Senator from 
Massachusetts has occupied very much of the 
time of this session of Congress, and 1 cunnot 
see that itis proper to make a special order upon 
this bill when it has been refused upon other bills. 

The question being put, there were, on a divis- 
ion—ayes 12, noes 7; no quorum voting. 

Mr. WILSON. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itrequires two 
thirds to make a special order, and it cannot be 
a vote, 

Mr. WILSON. We must have the yeas and 
nays before the question can be decided, as there 
was no quorum on the division. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HOWE. I wish the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts would modify his motion so as to post- 
pone this bill until to-morrow. I am very anx- 
lous to get up in the morning hour to-morrow a 
joint resolution which has been before the Senate 
now for several days’ in the morning hour. I 
hope to conclude it in the morning hour; but if 
not, | do not wish to be precluded from having it 
considered after one o’clock. 

Mr. SUMNER. Let this bill be postponed, 
then, until to-morrow at one o’clock. 

Mr. HOWE. Very well. 

Mr. SUMNER. lam willing that it shal! bo 
postponed until to-morrow at one o’clack, as my 
colleague first moved. : 

Mr. HOWE. [I take it there is no objection to 
that, and it is not necessary to call the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
proceed. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 21, nays 8; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Brown, Chandler, Clark, Con- 
ness, Doolittle, Fessenden, Harlan, Harris, Hemtirson, 
Howe, Morgan, Pomeroy, Sherman, Sumber, Ten Eyek, 
Van Winkle, Wade, Wilkinaon, Willey, and Wiisoo—2)- 

NAYS—Messrs. Buckalew, Carlile, Davis, Meudricks, 
Jonson, McDougall, Powell, and Richardson. 

ABS ENT—Messrs. Coliamer, Cowan, Dixan, Poot, Fos- 
ter, Grimes, Hale, Harding, Hicks, Howard, Bane of fn 
diana, Lane of Kausas, Morrill, Nesmith, Rouwey, Riddle, 
Saulsbury, Sprague, Trumbull, and Wright—20. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 


is agreed to, two thirds of the Senate concurring 


‘The call will 
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is postponed to and made the special order of the 

day for to-morrow at one o’clock. 

Ar. HOWE 

a special order. 
Mr. WILSON. 

ate bill No, 286. 


' 

The motion was not to make it 

Mr. HOWE. Before that is done I wish to | 
| 

| 


therein, and the further consideration of the bill | 


I now move to take up Sen- 


remind the Chair that that part of the motion | 
which proposed to make this bill a special order 
was waived, and it is simply postponed until to- || 
morrow at one o’clock. 

Mr. WILSON. TheSenatorisright. It was 
not specially assigned, but was postponed antil 
one o’clock to-morrow. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore.. The Chair un- 


ie 
derstands that the question was put upon making 





Senate, that being the understanding of the Sen- 
ate, the record will be made to conform to it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There can be no question 
about the fact. The motion was modified and 
the bill was simply postponed until one o’clock 
to-morrow. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there is no 
dispute aboutthe fact, the Journal will be so made 


stand it. 
‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
will 


The Journal 
be so corrected. 
AKMY NEWS. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair | 
has received the following dispatch, which will | 
{ 


up. 
Mr. WILSON. The whole Senate so under- 


be read: 
The Secretary read, as follows: 


War Department, WasHtnoton, | 
Wenpwnespay, June 8, 1864, 12 noon. | 


A dispatch from General Grant, dated yesterday after- 
noon, 3.05 p. m., reports: **All las been very quiet to-day. 
No caswalties reported,”? 

A dispatch from General Sherman, dated at Acworth yes- 
terday evening, 6.90 p. m., says: | 

*f have been to Altoona Pass, and find it very admira- | 
bie for our purpose. {ft is the gate throngh the last or most 
eastern spur of the Alleghanies, Jt now becomes as use- 
ful to us as it was to the cnemy, being easily defended from 
either direction. The roads hence (from Acworth) into | 
Georgian are large and good and the country more open.” | 

Details of the position of out Woops and contemplated 
movements aregliven, but are not needed for public intorm- | 
ation. ‘The dispateh further states that “the cheimy is not | 
in our immediate front, but his signals are seen on Lost | 
Mountain and Kenesaw.”’ | 

Dispatches (rom General Canby, dated June 3, have been | 
received, which report satisfactory progress in the organi- 
zation of his command. | 

EDWIN M. STANTON, | 
Secretary of War. | 

Tne PRESIDENT pro tempore subsequently 

laid before the Senate the following dispatch: 


War DerarrMentT, 


Wasuineton, June 8, 1.30 p. m. I 


A dispatch from Mr. Davia, at General Grant’s hendquar 
ters, dated last night at 8.30 p. m,, annotinees a victory by | 
General Hauter over the rebels beyond Stayuton, and that 
the rebel General Jones was killed on the battle-field. The 
dispatch fs as follows: 

“The Richmond Examiner of to-day speaks of the de- 
feat of General W, E. Jones by General Hunter; twelve 
miles beyond Staunton, Virginia., General Jones was 
killedon the field. His successor retired to Waynesboro’, 
and now holds the mountafns between Charlottesville and 
Staunton. ‘The paper further states that no hospitals or 
stores were captured by fluater,”? 

Another dispateh announces that our forces oecupy 
Staunton, Huneer’s victory and that our troops occupy 
Staunton is eoufirmed by the following’ dispatclr just re- 
ceived from General Butler: 

“All quict on my line. Ridhmond papers af Jivhe 7 
give intejligenee of a fight at Mount Crayford bewveen 
General Hunter and Getieral Jones, in Which Hunter was 
victorious, and Jones, febel commander, was killed. Staun- 
ton was afterwards oecupied by the Union forécs, The 


fighting was on Sunday.’’ 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


PERFORMANCE OF MILITARY DUTY. 


Mr. WILSON, _ Lrenew my motion to tke 
up Senate bill Nw. 286, 

The motion was agreed to;and the Senate gna in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
she bill (S. No. 286) toiprohibit the discharge Uf 
persone froya liability to'military duty by reason 
of the payment of money. 

It proposer Lo gepeal so much of the act for en- 
rolling and calling Gut the national forces, und for 
other purposes, approved March’3, 1863, and the 
acts amendatory thereof, as authorizes the dis- 
charge of any drafted persou from Viability to 
military service by reason of the payment of 4300 


it the special order; but with the consent of the 
| 
| 
| 
| 


a 


| 
j 
' 





but not 











for the 
atrued to alter the provisions of existing laws rela- 
tive to persons actually furnishing substitutes. 

The Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Mititiareported the bill with an amendment, to add 
the following additional sections: 

Sec.2. 4nd te it further enacted, That nothing In the 
act approved February 24, 1864, amending the actupproved 
Mareh 3, 1863, for enrolling and calling ont the national 
forces, shall be construedto repeal that part of the said act 
approved March 3, 1863, which requires that the hoard of 
enroliment, in making drafts, shall “ make a draft or the re- 
quired number and fifty per cent. in addition.” 

Bec. 3. .dnd be it further enacted, That section twelve of 
the “Act for enrolliug and calling out the national forces, 
and for other purposes,” approved March 3, 1863, be, and 
ishereby, so amended th 
men may be served within ten days after such draft or at 
any time within six months therefrom. 


Mr. WILSON. Those sectidns are explana- 
tory of'two sections of the old act. 1 will allow 
the question to be taken on those amendments, 
and then [ desire to move a further amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will 
pe the question on the first amendment reported 
vy the committee. 

Mr. WILSON. I will simply say that there 
is some doubt about the construction of that act. 
The old law provided that there should be drafted 
fifty per cent. more than the number called for. 
It was not intended to change that provision; but 


| there is some doubt of the construction of the law 


as it now stands, and this section is intended to 
put that right; toallow them where there is a call 
for one hundred men to draft one hundred and 
fifty, as under the old law, so that they may have 
asurplas of fifty. Ifthe law is understood simply 


| to require them to draft for the number called for, 


they will have to draft over and over again, If 


they were one short it would require a new draft. | 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question | 


now is on inserting the following as a new sec- | 


tion: 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That section twelve 


of the “Act tor enrolling and calling out the national forces, | 


and for other purposes,”? approved Mareh 3, 1853, be, and 
is hereby, eo anrended that the notice tobe served on drafted 
nen maybe served within ten days after suchrdraft or at 
any time Within six months thereirom. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. WILSON. I now offer ‘en amendment 


which I propose shall come in as the second ‘sec- 
tion of this bill: 


Ind be it further enacted, That tife President of the Uni- 


| ted States is hereby authorized, on and alter the passuge of 


this act, to call out, tos a period not exceeding one year, 
such number of wen as the exigencies of ihe serviee may 


require by draft, according to the provisions of the act ap- | 


proved March 8, 1863, entitled “An act for enrolling and 


| calling out the fational forces, and for Gther piirposes,”’ 


and the net, approved February 24, 1864, entitled “An act 
to amend au act entitled ‘Au act tor enrolling and calling 


| out the national forces, and for uther purposes.’ ”’ 


Mr. WELSON. IL now ask to have the:message 
of the President and the letter of the: Secretary 
of Warland the communication from the Provost 
Marshal General read. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The:Chair will 
now lay before the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United States, which, 
with the accompanying communication, will be 


| read. : 


‘Lhe Secretary read, es follows: 
To the Senate and House 6f Regresontatives : 

I have the honor to submit for the cunsideration of Con- 
grees a leucr and inelostre srot@ the Secretary of War, 
with my concur ence in the recommendation therein made. 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
Wasinoton, D. C., June'®, 184. 
War Department, 
Wasuineron €rry, June 7, 1364. 
Sin: i beg leave to rubinit to yown report made to ine 
by the Provost Marshal Gener, spowieg the result abike 
draft bow gojug On to fill the defiétency in the Quoias of 
certain States, and recominendiag 1 repeat Of the clatise In 


| {he enrollment! act commonly Known as tHe 300 ¢laaee. 


Lhe recommendation of the Provest Marshal Geveral is 
approved .by this Department, and | iust thai it will be 
recommended by you to agian : 

Tlie recent successes that Inive’ Nttended our arneteai 
to the hone that by maintaining Gur military strength and 
giving it. such an increase as the extended field of opera- 
tions may require an early termination of the war may be 

tained, But to accoumae this it fs absolutely siectssary 
‘that efficient means be taken, with vigor‘and prompttess, 
to keep the Army up-to its strength supply deficiencivs 
foeasinned by the Jogses sustained by casuaities in the field. 

‘0 that end resort must be bad.to a draft, but ample expe- 
tlence has now shown that she pecuniary exemption from 


ce ofa substitute, or otherwise; | 
ling contained in this act is to be con- || 


THR CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


at the notice to be served on drafted |' 


J une 8, 














eervice frustrates the object of the eurdilment Jaw by far 
tilshing money instead of men. 

An additional reason for repealing the $300 clause is that 
it is contemplated to make the draft for a comparatively 
short term. The burden of military service will therefore 
| be lightened, buat [ts certainty of furnishing troops is an 
absolute essential to success. 

1 have the houor to be, your obedient servant, 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Seeretary of War. 


To the Present. 
Wan DerarrMentT, 
ProvosT MaRgsHal GeneERAL’s Orrice, 
WasuineroR; D. C., June 6, 1564. 
Sin: In aceordance with the amended enrpligent act 
approved Pebrfary 24, 1864, and your orders on the sub- 
| ject, Lam now conducting a draft in various sub-districts 
for their respective deficiencies on quotas of troops here- 
tofore assigned. The results of this dratt, so farasshown 
| by reports of this date, are worthy of attention. They are, 
briefly, az follows: 
Number of drafted men examined........e0e+e-- 14,741 
| Namber exempted for physical disability.... 4,374 
| Nuniber exempted for all other caouses...... 2,632 





Total exempted ..scawevodececeesspiccersrecses 5016 


| Nuinber who have furnished substitutes.... 148 
1,25) 


— 


Number held for personal service...... 


eeeee 


| 
| 
| 
| Nuunber paid commutation money.......... 5,050 


(This last includes some who may yet pay 
| commutation money.) 


Total not eXempted....eereceeseceeceres 7,725 
} 


These reports come from sub-districts in eight different 
States. I invite your attention to the small proportion of 
soldiers being obtained under the existing law. I see no 
reason to believe that the Army can be materially strengtb- 
ened by draft so long as the 8300 clause is in force, nor do 
{ think it safe to assume that the commutation paid by a 
dratted man will enable the Government to procure a vol- 
unteer or substitute in his place. I donot think that large 

| bounties by the United States should be again resorted to 
for raising troops. T recoinmend that the $300 clause, as 
it is known, be repealed. 
|} Jam, sir, very respectiully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Provost Marshal General. 
|| Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secrettry of War. 
|| Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I have always 
1 been anxious that the enrollment act should be 
|| as tender in its provisions as possible to the mass 
| of the people, who are to bear the burdens of the 
draft. { have believed, and the commutation 
clause was:inserted in the act originally in the 
conviction that it would lighten the burden of 
that ‘draft to the mass of the people. { have no 
doubt ‘it has done so. During this session of 
Congress, when we amended the original act, | 
stood alone in my committee in favor of retaining 
that provision, and- 1 am exceedingly reluctant 
|| to give it up’even now, and I did not vote for re- 
|| porting’ this from my committee, but experience 
| shows that We cannot raise men under that act so 
|| rapidly'as we ought to do, and as the needs of the 
country now require. It will be seen from the 
statement of the Provost Marshal General that 
five thousand men fiaid commutation, while onl 
one thousand rendered personal service, and fif- 
teen hundred obtained substitutes. 

It is now proposed ‘to make this change, toallow 
substitutes to be obtained as formerly, to prevent 
the payment of money, and to reduce the term of 
service from three years to one year. I think we 
can raise the men for a short time very readily. 
The Government has no power to draft under the 
present act, although the Secretary seems to speak 
|, of it as'if they had, for any time less than three 
| years. Under the old militia law they had power 
| to drift'for nine months; but they do not propose 
; 

: 
| 
| "Mr. JOPINSON: | Pak for the rending of tHe 
| amendment o&ed by the Senator from Mas- 
| Sachusetts. “Ido ridt understand it as he states it. 





| 
| 
{ 


} 
| 


| 
| 
| 


“todraft under that'taw. The enrollment act, as it 
| now stands, is almost perfect in its framework, 
Veing ‘the result'of a great deal of experience. 
But, sir, I thik tt would be very hard todraft 
men’ for three years and not give them'the privi- 
lege of paying this commutation. 1 ‘cannot vote 
to do so. We want'men now; and if weean ob- 
tain mén by Grafting for one year we ought to do 
80, for Wwe “hbpe the work will be done in tliat 
time. “I move this ‘amendment so that the time 
shall not exceed otie year, for 1 want these two 
provisions ‘to stand together, the one repealing 
| the chiuse allowitig the pe 


nent of commutation 
money, ‘and ‘the othér redycing the time from 
three years to bie year, leaving it discretionary 
with the Government to fix the-number of the 
\Gmdnths." °° 


The Secretary rguin rexd it. 
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Mr. JOHNSON. 1 am not sure that the 


amendment proposed by the chairman of the Mil- | 


itary Committee accomplishes his purpose. | 


understand him to say that he is against the re- | 


peal of the commutation clause provided a call 


can be made by the President for troops for the | 


riod of three years or azy period lenger than 
oe year, and the amendment that he has offered 
he has offered for the purpose of taking from the 


longer time than.one year, 


made for a period of three years, the President 
may not have the alternative of making the call 
for three years or any longer period than one 
year, notexceeding three years, even if the amend- 
ment is adopted. The object of the honorable 
mémber of course is to deny him the right to 
make a call for a longer time than one year. If 
he will phrase it, if itis notalready done—it does 
not strike me as being very ‘plainly done by. the 
amendment—so as to say no call shall be made un- 
der those antecedent laws for a longer period than 
one year 

Mr. COLLAMER. It provides that the term 
for which the draft is hereafter to be made shail 
not exceed one year. 4 

Mr. JOHNSON. Under this act. That is 
whatitsays. Thatis what struck me. ~ 

Mr. WILSON... No; it mentions the title of 
both the other acts. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Then it will accomplish the 
purpase. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The first expression in 
the amendment is perhaps doubtful. I think it 
says that the President ** may’’ do this, instead 
of ** shall.”? 

Mr. JOHNSON. 





It ought to be put beyond 


doubt. 
Mr. WILSON. | do not object to putting it 
beyonddoubt. Certainly 1 want to give the Pres- 


ident the authority to call men out for a term of 


one year or less. 

Mr. JOHNSON. But he thinks he has that 
power now. 

Mr. WILSON. Iknowthey think at the other 
end of the avenue sometimes that they have got 
authority todo things which some of us think 
they have not, and we have taken occasion to say 
it. I have no doubt on the point that under the 
enrollment act the draft must be made for three 

ears. It cannot be made for a day more or 


ess. 
Mr. JOHNSON. It cannot be made for a day 
more, tliat is very certain; but I suppose the 
round upon which the Department and the Pres- 


ident hold that under that act they may make a | 


draft for a period short of three years is that the 
sorta pete includes the less. They are au- 
thorized to make a draft for three years, but they 
may make a draft for a less time. That is the 
view they take of it. : 

Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator will permit me, 
I will state that I have just read the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Massachusetts. It 
authorizes the President to call for one year’s men 
under the bill that is now before the Senate. 

. Under the previous laws he can call for three 

years’ men. 

Mr. JOHNSON. That is what I supposed. 

Mr. COLLAMER. It does not conn it. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Thatjs what [ thought when 
I first rose. We can put it into shape so as.to 
leave it without any doubt. 1 was about to say 
further, and [ might as well say it now as at any 
other time, after the amendment shall have been 


reduced to form to accomplish the purpose of the 
honorable member—— 


Mr. CONNESS. I call for the reading of the | 


amend ment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be 
again read, if there be no objection. 

The Seeretary read it, as follows: 


And be it further enacted, Thatthe Presidentof the Uni- 


ted States is herelyy authorized on and after the passage of 


this act to call out fora period not exceedin 
number of men asthe exigenciesof the ser 
draft, accordi 


one yeat such 


out the national forces, and for other pu 
mpage heey 
ct en n act for earol a 
oe a ling me calling out the 


amendment. 


He does not repeal || 
the acts which are now in force, and I am by no | 
means sure that unless they are repealed, or those | 
portions of them which authorize the call to be || 


























THE) CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


Mr. JOHNSON. That certainly. requires 


Mr. WILSON, In what respect? 
Mr. JOHNSON, 
Mr. WILSON. Certainly not. 
Mr. JOHNSON, 











He would suill be authorized || 
to call for three years’ men under that provision, || 


Thatis,vot the purpose,and | 
|| we can amend it in a form,to leave it beyond all 
|| doubt. 

President the authority to make the call for a_ 






amendatory, and who have been discharged from their Ha- 
bility to military duty by the payment of commutation 


money, shall be liable to any future drait as though no seeli 
commutation money had been paid. 


Mr. JOHNSON. That would not be keeping 


| faith. 


Mr. CONNESS. If! understand the ameni- 
ment of the Senator from Iowa, it provides that 


| persons from whom the Government has takeu 


I was about tosay, assuming that this difficulty || Money to the amount of $300, with the agree- 
is obviated by an alieration of the amendment so || Mgnt that they should be exempted from the draft 
as to answer the purpose, that even with that al- || for three years, shall now be declared to be sub- 


teration, which is to limit the power of the Presi- | ; 
'| I cannot vote for it. 


dent to a call for three years, | cannot vote for 
the repeal of the commutation clause. 
very much prefer, if it is found that the commu- 
tation clause does not provide asum sufficient for 
the purpose of procuring a substitute, that the 
amount be increased, and for this reason: when 
the Jaw was first passed, as nobody knows better 
than the chairman of the committee who advo- 
cated it, it became exceedingly unpopular, and 
there was an attempt made to. persuade the public 
mind thatit drew au invidious distinction between 
whatare called the poor and the rich; that whereas 
the rich man could easily pay his $300 and get 
clear of the draft, the poor man would not be able 
to pay his $300; but it was soon found by expe- 
rience that even in the case of men who weretoo 
poor out of their own means toadvance the $300, 
if their condition in their neighborhood was such, 
in the estimate of those by whom they were sur- 
rounded and who were in better circumstances, 
that it was a very hard case to compel them to 
take the field and leave their families unprotected, 
the $300 were raised by others forthem. If this 


bill passes repealing the right to commute, there | 


will be a much better ground for appealing to pop- 
ular opinion as against the equality of this legis- 


lation, because of the difference in pecumury 


means between men, You leave still to the man 
drafted the right to procure a substitute. That 
the rich man can dp. 


The theory of the Executive, and of those at | st y 
|| proposition to reduce the period of the draft to 
|| one year, egr é : 
| evidence that itis adopted as the policy of the 


whose instance he advises it, is, that the $300are 
not sufficient in the hands of the Government to 
procure a substitute. Why? Because the price 
ter which alone a substitute can be procured will 
be $600, or any larger sum. If that is true—and 
to a certain extent it will be true—those who are 
able to raise their $600 or $1,000, and go into the 
market, can get clear of personal service by pro- 
curing a substitute; while the poor man who 
cannot raise the money, neither by himself nor 
by his friends, will be compelled to render per- 
sonal service. The only possible way in which 
equality of duty founded upon allegiance can be 
brought about by what is proposed by the War 
Department and the President is by rendering 
the draft imperative upon all, that all who are 
drafted shall render personal service without sub- 
stitutes. If the honorable chairman and the Sen- 
ate will reflect for a moment they will see that we 
are saying to the poor man, * You must go into 
the field and risk your life, and absent yourself 


‘from your family, but he who has the means of 


procuring a substitute shall not go, if he thinks 
proper, intothe field.”’ He may procure a substi- 
tute and remain at home, safe out of harm’s way. 

Personally, therefore, uvless absolute equality 
is to be enforced, I very much prefer, if the $300 
commutation money is not adequate, 80 as to en- 
able the Government to procure a substitute, to 
increase it to four or five hundred dollars. 
just as certain as you enlarge the number who 
will requiresubstitutes—and youdoittothe whole 


extent of your dreft as far as relates to those who | 


are able to procure substitutes—will you increase 
the price of the substitute; and the consequences 
of that will be that our 
be foreed to take the field, whiletheir rich neigh- 
bors stay at home and discharge their duty to the 
country in dollars and cents, their bodies being 
out of danger.and their families not being sub- 
jected to the agony to which the families of the 
land are now being subjected by losing husbands 
and-fathers and brothers. 

I shall, therefore, vote against the proposition 


ce mayrequire || to repeal the $300 clause, being perfectiy willing 
hg to the provisions of the act approved || to en i i d dol ‘ 

arch 3, 1863, entitled “An act for enrolling and callivg’| sites bdorKive of sik handesd Ballas 
8,” and the | 
“An act to amend | 


Mr, GRIMES. | propose to amend the amend- 
ment by adding the following section to it: 


And be it further enacted, Thatall persons who have been 
drafted under the acts, or either ef them, of which this is 


I would | 














But | 








oor fellow-citizens will | 


ject tothe draftugain. If itis tobe so understood 


While up, I will say that while Iam prepared to 
vote for the repeal of the commutation clause, and 


| allowthe act to stand, leaving the person drafted 


the right to present a competent substitute upon 
such termsas the parties may see fit to arrange be- 
tween themselves, I cannot vote for a proposi- 
tion’ which shall reduce the period of the draft to. 
one year, It appears to me that the proposition 
to reduce the period of the draft to one year is 
very nearly equivalent to a proposition to aban- 
don the war. Thatis how it strikes my mind. 


| After it shall be rity We 1 shall expect next a 
| modification that the ( 
| of ninety days, so as to come.up to the first esti- 


raft shall be for the period 


mate made of the continuance of this war. 
I think it is not the’time, Mr, President, when 


| our armies are in the field and in conflict, some 
| of them suffering reverses and others engaged in 
| the death-throes of battle with insufficient re- 


serves behind them, to teach the country that we 
are to have hereafter buta single campaign; or, 
in other words, that the war shall last, so fur as 
our declarations are concerned, but for one year. 


| I think itis time, in the face of those facts, to 
| exercise the power of the Government to call out 


the citizen wherever he shall be found, who is 
subject properly to military duty, and to teach 
the enemy, the world abroad, and our own peo- 
ple, that we intend to continue this war. | look 
with disfavor and will cast my vote against the 


I regret very much that there is any 


Government or the Administration. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
will be on the amendment of the Senator from 
Jowa to the amendment of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Mr. BROWN. I should like to have the Sen- 
ator from lowa offer his amendmentas a separate 
proposition, and after the vote shall be taken on 
the amendment of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, if he will so shape it. I desire to vote for 
his amendment, and I desire to vote against the 
amendment of the Senator from Massacliusetts. 
I believe, sir, that any attempt now to make the 
period of enlistment or of conscription one year 
will be virtually an abandonment of the war. I 
believe with the Senator from California on that 
point, and I do not believe in putting it in the 
power of this Administration to take that atti- 
tude. I shall, therefore, desire to vote against the 
amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts, 
and to vote for that of the Senator from Lowa, if 
he will so shape jt that I can do it, 

Mr.GRIMES. 1 will withdraw my amend- 
ment until after the question is taken on the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amend- 
ment to the amendment is withdrawn. 

Mr. COLLAMER, If the amendment of the 
Senator from Massachusetts be made intel ligible— 
and without that | suppose it is of very little value 
any way—so as to require the draft to be made 
for a period ef one year, I am inclined to vote in 
favor of it. I am not very much of a military 
man; but my impression has been that wecan very 
much better do that now than we could at the 
beginning. The regiments which we have formed 


| have been all organized. We have probably as 


many of them as we shall ever want, and if we 


| could keep them full it would ybe ajl that would 
|| be necessary, 
|| well officered, The vacancies occasioned 
'| loss of officers could. be filled up by appoiating 


I suppose they are kept preity 
y the 


men from the ranks, raising them up to positions. 


| Then we should have organized regiments with 


a considerable number of veteran troops among 


them. . I think italsogether the better way toorder 
a draft from. time.to time to fill up those regimenig. 
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drafted inen with the old experienced men in thé 


aign came off, which bas decimated them. 
should be filled, as | think, by drafting, and draft 
men from year to year, and by filling your ranks 
with those men you will keep the regiments in 
very good condition. 

This idea of drafting men for three years and 
compelling their service is more than has yet 
been attempted in this country. I am not pre- 
pared to say what the effect will be; but this 1 
will say: if you takeaway commutation, the price 
of substitutes of course will rise ey much; they 
will be entirely beyond the reach of poor men or 
those having a moderate competence. When- 
ever you dispense with this commutation money 
so that men can ask just what price they please 
as substitutes, substitutes will be entirely beyond 
the reach of men of moderate competence and or- 
we | people in my quarter of the country, and 
therefore they must go into the service. If they 
are drafted to go away from their families and 
farms for one year, some exertion might be made 
by friends and others in some measure to sup- 
ply their labor at home fora single campaign; 
nut if you draft these men for three years ata 
time and under such circumstances, doing away 
with the commutation, as compela them to go, it 
is an unreasonable and an unnecessary call upon 
them. If you call them for the campaign to fill 
up your old regiments, and let them go home at 


the end of one year and fi/l the regiments up again 
with others, that will be requiring in some degree 
a turn-about among men, so that each may fur- 
nish some proportion of his service; but this 


drafting of poor men, and arranging your law in 
such a manner that they cannot pay the substitu- 
tion money and cannot hire substitutes, on ac- 
count of their high price, and drafting them for 
three years at a time, seems to me to be a very 
unnecessary and unreasonable burden, not called 
for even by our extreme exigencies. I think it 
should not be done. If the time were fixed at one 





|| Sustain our armies that are advancing. Experi- 
ranks; and they have alt been pretty much filled || ence is proving to us that the old regiments inthe 
up by reénlistmnents for three years until this cam- || field that have been filled up by drafted men, by 


| 


! 


| 





| 


year, and then you repealed your commutation | 


clause, it might be endured; but even then it is 


subjected to all the objections which the Senator | 


from Marylend has made to it; there are serious 
objections to it; but the great and serious diffi- 
culty is, that you go toa man and say to him, 
** You must leave your wife and children for three 
years together, but your neighbors are not to go 
atall.”” That ought not to be done. 

Mr, WILSON. 
some Senators in regard to this question of time. 
I think it of vital importance to obtain men now 
within a few weeks, and J think it much easier 
to obtain men for one year than to obtain men for 
three years, 
people of the country and say to them, ‘* We draft 
you into theservice of the United States for three 
years; we will not allow you to pay commuta- 
tion.’” it is especially a very hard thing to do 
when you do it in communities that have been 
hard pressed by previous efforts to fill their qudtas, 
as some portions of the country haye been. Sir; 
I believe we can obtain ten men by drafting for one 
year easier than we can obtain one man for three 
years. 

' Mr. BROWN. How? 

Mr. WILSON. 
atone year men will say, ‘*{ will not pay the 
commutation money; | will not try to geta sub- 
stitute; I will go into the service and do my part 
for one year.”” But three years isa large portion 
of a man’s life; he feels the burden; he fecls the 
interruption ofall his social relations and all his 
business affairs; and itis very hard to say to him, 
“ You shall go; i shali not pay any commu- 
tation."* Some Senators taik as though drafted 
men ought not even to have the privilege of pro- 
curing substitutes, and of paying the large price 
for substitutes which they will have to pay if we 
pass this bill. They average some $300 at the 

—* time. The bounty for substitutes or en- 

ted men throughout the United States to-day 
will average at least $500; and if you repeal this 
portion of the enrollment act the bounty will go 
up to double or treble that amount. 

Sir, I think by adopting this proposition we 
can obtain all the men we want and put them inte 
the field much sooner than in any other mode; 
and the (ime is of great importance to us, espe- 


I am sorry to disagree with 


it isa very hard thing to go to the | 


} 
| 





| 
| 


} 


i 
} 


| 
| 





honorable Senator from Vermont, that new men 


this war is to be continued hereafter? 


They || substitutes, and by enlisted men during the past 


| winter, have fought well and bravely, equal to 
any troops that have ever fought in the country. 
I am told by officers who have had two or three 
hundred of these raw men put into the old regiments 
during the present winter that the new men be- 
haved admirably in every respect. What we now 
want is to fill up the regiments that have been cut 
down by the late battles; and it is an act not onl 
of sound policy but of humanity to the people 
to have it understood that the term of service shall 
not exceed one year. 

| Mr. CONNESS. The Senator from Massa- 
| chusetts, if he will excuse the expression on my 
part, seems to me to be engaged in an effort to 


the enrollment bill was before this body, and the 
honorable Senator was conducting it here as the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
his proposition to limit the period of draft to two 

ears was received with no favor in the Senate. 
[hat was about three months ago or thereabouts. 
What change is it that has come over the spirit 
of the dream of the country, or those who are 
cenducting its Government, that should make 
them demand: that the period of service now 
should be but for one year? I know there is a 
great deal of force in the suggestion made by the 


in old regiments, under experienced officers who 
have been in the field and understand the duties 
and fatigues and labors of war, are worth more 
than new men in a comparatively disorganized 
condition with new officers and scarcely any 
organization. 

But, sir, shall we not avail ourselves of the 
value of those new men in the old organizations 
for a longer period of time than one year? Lask, 
is there any prospect to-dayJn the aspect of mil- 


itary affairs that demands that we should ask for 


| a less period of service than we have heretofore 
asked for? Has the alternative not existed pre- 
sented by the term of ‘* three years or the war?’’ 
If the war shall be ended before three years, will 


|| not these men be subject to be discharged? Do 


you mean to teach the men of the country who 
are fit to be soldiers that they are fighting for the 
money they receive? 
them the lesson that we have endeavored to teach 
them, and which they themselves, I think, un- 
derstand, that they fight for their own country, 
and for the perpetuated liberty of their people? 





the way of drafting from the beginning of this 
war has been the irritation the draft has caused 
to the people, and from the application of the 
draft, the Government have gone to the offering 
of bounties in extravagant sums to obtain soldiers. 
Why did the Government not peysist in the sys- 
tem of draft?) I apprehend it was because they 
preferred to pay a large amount of money rather 
than to subject the people to irritation. Are you 
going to subject them now to irritation annually 
to fill the ranks of your armies? Are the people 
to be taught at this period of the war that they 
will have a draft regularly once a year, and then 


|| in addition as often as there shall be spasms at 
I believe if you put the term | 


headquarters? Is that to be the policy o which 
it is, | 
ean but say that my soul is sad; that my fears 
are superior to my anticipations of the future. 
. It is not my office to condemn here, but the 
contrary; at least so I feel it; but why is it that 
with the power to draft, our armies should be en- 
gaged in single contests as they are at this time, 
without one hundred thousand additional troops 
ready at any moment of time to be pushed for 
ward as reinforcements? When only afew days 
since a proposition came from a few of the Gov- 
ernors of the northwestern States to furnish 
one hundred thousand men for one hundred days, 
what lesson did it teach? It taught this unmis- 
takably: the country were indirectly, if not di- 
rectly, told bythe proposition and its acceptance 
and its indorsement by Congress that this cam- 
| paign would end the war. 1 trust in God that 
| this campaign will end the war; but I say it is 
| unwise, I say it is unsafe to make the impression 
Lim the country, and to have these spasmodic 
_ jerks substituted for the persistent determination 


Do you mean to unlearn - 








| to the people and the world that the war wes to 


| last ninety days and then close; that we should 
| reason away the courage of the country. When || 
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Let them remain the same, putting in the new | cially at a period like this, when we want men to | that becomes a great and intelligent peoplein the 


_ conduct of a great contest like this. 
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here is 
nothing that astonishes the people who come here 
from the Pacific coast gnore than the half-hearted 
courage with which this war is being conducted, 
Sir, there is power enough in the nation, there 
are resoufces enough in the nation, if God would 
only give us some power to organize it and to 
precipitate it against the enemy to win these bat- 
tles, and to close this contest within’a short time. 
If God would but inspire somebody, if He would 
but plant in some mind in authority the power to 
organize and then the power to direct, this great 
contest would be closed with more glory to the 
American people than ever before fell to the lot of 
my portion of mankind. ‘ 
3ut, sir, instead of that we have had promises 


end it in the next year certainly. We have the 


| power to call out men by draft, but we fail to ex- 
| ercise that power; and now it is proposed to de- 


clare by the legislative authority that we will no 


| call upon the men of America to fight this great 


battle lest they should be disturbed in their civil 


| avocations, lest 7 should suffer some hardship 
| by being removed fr 
| the great theater of war. 


om the theaters of peace to 
All this is proposed to 
be done, sir, while day by day, if not hour by 
hour, there come to our tables dispatches that 
tell us of sanguinary conflicts where thousands 
and tens of thousands and continual tens of thou- 
sands of our brave heroes fall. 

I undertake to say it here, Mr. President, that 
this war could have been closed long ago if the 
courage of the leaders of the people was equal to 
the courage of the people themselves. hy, 
sir, love of country among the people is a pas- 
sion. ‘To-day it but wants tobe appealed to; it 
but seeks a leader; it but craves a master hand 
and a master spirit to guide it. Only recently 
ben have had a magnificent exhibit of it. From 

aving had chloroform in homeopathic doses ad- 
ministered. to the courage of the people by its 
military leaders, the country has reached out and 
welcomed the hero Grant who now leada our 
forces so near the rebel capital. I say here, God 
give him power, for he shows a persistence, a 
tenacity, and a heroic courage unparalleled at 
least in the history of this war thus far. Now 
that you have found one man at least worthy of 
the homage of the nation, are you going to leave 
him by failing to build up a courage behind him? 
Why, sir, your military leaders cannot have 
courage so long as by your acts you demoralize 


'' the courage of the body of the people. 
Mr. President, the difficulty that has stood in | 


I hear much here and elsewhere upod the prop- 
osition of whether we shall use white men and 
black men in carrying on this war. Why, sir, 
I would use the beasts of the field; | would in- 
voke the powers of heaven; and | would com- 
mend those from the infernal regions, that each 
might do its part im eating out and tearing out 
from.the heart of the nation the malignancy that 
is directed at its vital seat; and while it was being 
done it would be the performance of a high office 
could a portion of that be directed at the craven 
cowardice, the shilly-shallying, the modifications 
by spasmodic jerks that are not characteristic of 
the spirit of the noble people who first planted 
themselves upon this continent, that are not char- 
acteristic of the advanced intelligence of the noble 
and magnificent cou that lies to-day, as cer- 
tain as we sit here, in the bosoms of our people. 

But Senators say ‘‘ Deal easily with'the people.”’ 
The people say ‘Command your hosts forward,”’ 
Why, sir, what is the fact? and no better test, no 
better proof, can be presented. Let Grant take 
Richmond to-morrow, and though your con- 
vocations nominate civilians for the highest office 
in your gift, the peeele with acclamation would 
take him up and blot out all your flimsy work at 
one stroke. 

I tell you, sir, the hearts of the most courageous 
men in your midst, the hearts of the purest meu 
in your midst, the hearts of that portion of the 

ple without whom you cannot maintain your 

Overnment, without whom you cannot conduct 
the war, witheut whom. you cannot be wise in 
eouncil, demand at your hands another spirit than 
that which you show, a spirit equal to that which 
the great body of the people feel who never, thank 

» have a motive but to be right. 
Mr. President, I do not imagine that any word 


sated 
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that I can say will change a vote here. I donot 
imagine that a measure asked for—if this be asked 
for; | do not know that it is—by the Administra- 
tion will have a vote less, by anything that I 
shallsay,thanmy own. Butfregret—and when 
the vote is taken I desire to put my vote on the 
record against it—that this proposition has been 
introduced here. Let it not go abroad among 
your own people, send it not back to the armies 
that are struggling in the field, send it not abroad 
across the wile sea where palpitating hearts and 
expectant hope stand trembling together looking 
at our contest, that we here in the highest body 
of the nation have determined that hereafter this 
war shall be conducted by jerks, by spasms, by 
mere puerile attempts that are unworthy of us, 
and unworthy of the great cause which we love, 
and for which so many thousands and tens of 
thousands and hundreds of thousands of people 
lie cold in the grave to-day. 

Mr. President, let us take care that we shall 
not die as a nation by a rotting to pieces, by in- 
anition. In my opinion itis our great danger. Let 
us not hesitate to make drafts because of the ef- 
fect of it upon the people, because of political 
campaigns, because it may affect this or that mon- 
eyed interest, because this or that branch of in- 
dustry may stand still; but let us in God’s name 
go forward and meet the just expectations of the 
poonie to fight the cause of right and of God, and 
et us in this our period be its great leaders and 
ministers. 

Mr. WILSON. As I listened to the earnest, 
intense, not to say passionate words of the Sen- 
ator from California, | almost wished that [ too 
was a man of courage, that I too had this confi- 
dence, this hope, and this boastfulness. The Sen- 
ator from California speaks of the spasmodic ac- 
tion of the administrators of the Government in 
raising men during the last few months. Does 
the Senator know that we have raised or reén- 
listed since the 17th day of October last six hun- 
dred thousand men, not to count black men, and 
that within the last year we have put in the field 
seven hundred thousand men; that we have made 
an exertion such as few nations ever made, 
and few nations can make; that we have spent 
$125,000,000 in bounties; that we have drafted; 
that we have used the whole power and influence 
of the Government to increase our military forces? 
Sir, we have pvt forth an effort that excites the 
astonishment and commands the admiration of 
the world; yet the Senator from California, whose 
constituents are not drafted nor called upon, rises 
to-day and rebukes the Administration, rebukes 
us, and talks glibly of the timid counsels of men 
who are _ as hopeful, determined, and brave 
as himeelf. 

Mr. CONNESS. Let me say at this point of 
time just this of my constituents: that they have 
asked and prayed to be let into this war; that of 
some seven thousand men who have enlisted and 
are filling up your western posts in comparative 
idleness, but vey laborious idleness, every man 
of them offered To reénlist, and that without your 
bounties; if you would let them go where the 
enemy is. There is no people on this continent, 
in proportion to their numbers, that are so ready 
to go into the field as those constitutents of mine. 
Let this much be said for them. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I do not ques- 
tion the devotion or the courage of the men of 
California. ‘They have proved their devotion to 
the country on more than one occasion. But, 
sir, that Senator should remember that some of 
us live in communities where the calls are over 
and over again; where sons, brothers, relatives, 
friends, neighbors, all have been summoned to 
the field of duty, and have responded to these 
calls. While we, their representatives, are ready 
to vote men and to vote money, we want to make 
these sacrifices‘of men and of blood bear as lightly 
as possible upon our people. Humanity and 
justice alike demand it. 

General Grant is in front of Richmond. This 
rebellion is ‘* coiled,’’ to use the language of Gen- 
eral Hooker, at Richmond, and within ten miles 
of that capital of treason. We have sent forty- 
eight thousand men to reinforce General Grant 
since the commencement of the march toward the 


rebel capital. Within thirty days we have gath- 


ered up over the country these reinforcements, 


twe thousand of whom are the one hundred days’ 


men raised in the State of Ohio. 





























alread 
field of duty. The Government is castinga drag- 
net over the country, gathering up all the soldiers | 
itcan and hurrying them forward to the support 
of General Grant. 
one hundred thousand fresh men to send to his 
support to-day this rebellion would, I believe, go 
down within sixty days to rise not again. 


ism of the people. 
money, it requires organization to put such vast 
masses of men in the field. 
now desire to continue that great work. 
asks us to repeal the commutation clause of the 
enrollment act to enable it to fill morereadily the 
wasting ranks of our regiments in 
rebel legions. 
commutation to-day, if there is a new draft to- 
morrow, is liable to be drafted ‘again to-morrow. 
It is proposed by the War Department to take 
away from the drafted man the power to com- 
mute by money, and 
time of service. 
men far easier and quicker now when they are so 
much needed. 
the country who does not believe that we could 
by volunteering or by draft obtain the personal 
service of five men fora year easier than we could 
the services of one man for three years. 
strengthen the country now, to strengthen it at 
once, to support General Grant and General Sher- 
man, and our generals who are in the heart of the 
rebel regions, that I make this proposition to 
shorten the time of service. 
polic 
and [ believe if we had adopted one year then as 
the time, and had ordered a draft for half a million 
ofsix or twelve months’ men, we probably should 
have had one hundred and fifty or two hundred | 
thousand more men in the field than we have to- | 
day—have had all the men that would be neces- 
sary to reinforce General Grant and supply the 
immense losses he has made, and must make, 
before he can crush Lee’s army and enter the | 
rebel capital. 
Mr. President, I do not believe in all this talk | 
that we have in the newspapers, and which is 
sometimes indulged in here, about bad manage- | 
ment, shortcomings, timidity, and cowardice. 
When the history of this rebellion is written,when 
men study it, they will see that this nation has 
put forth an effort such as no nation in this een- 
tury has put forth; that the people have given 
money and given blood with a lavish hand; that 
the Government, while it has made some mistakes 
growing out of inexperience, has directed the 
affairs of the nation with eminent ability. 
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Mr. WADE. Over two thousand have gone. 


Mr. WILSON. Two thousand of them are 
there, and others are hastening to that 


If we had fifty thousand or 


Mr. CONNESS. I ask the Senator why we 
have not got them? , 
Mr. WILSON. We have raised men during 


the past eight months as rapidly as we could do 
it, and we have put them into the field. 
the 17th day of October we have put seven hun- 
dred thous@nd men in the field, and it is an un- 


Since 


aralleled exertion of the power and the patriot- 
It requires time, it requires 


The Government 
It now 


‘ont of the 
The drafted man who pays his 


I propose to shortern the 
Why? Because we can get the 


Why, sir, there is not a man in 


It is to 


I believe it to be good 
now; I believed it to be so last winter; 


Sir, 
I believe history will pronounce that the Govern- 
ment of the United States and the public men of 
the United States have administered public affairs 
with ability, and that the people of the United 
States have manifested a patriotism and a devo- 
tion such as no nation ever manifested in the tide 
of time. 

[ see no reason for excitement about this prop- 
osition, no reason for indulging in reproaches, 
none for insinuations about timid counsels. 

Sir, we agreed the other day to accept the ser- 
vices of acertain number of hundred days’ men. 
Some of us thought the time was too short. If 
it had been six months or nine months or twelve 
months, I do not know thatanybody would have 
objected to the proposition. But, sir, the State 
of Ohio promptly redeemed her pledge. Other 
States that made the same pledge are doing very 
well; but Ohio having a larger body of men or- 
ganized was able at once to redeem her promise 
to the Government, and the capital of the coun- 
try is protected to-day by these hundred days’ 
men of the West. 

Mr.SHERMAN. We have furnished eight 
thousand more than our quota, 

Mr. WILSON. The Senator says that Ohio 


| 
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has furnished eight thousand more than her quota 


of those men. 
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Mr. FOSTER. If the Senator will permit me, 
the State of Ohio in the month of May sent to the 
field forty-two regiments, forty-five thousand men 
strong, and the Government clothed, armed, and 
equipped those men as soldiers in one month’s 
time. 

Mr. WILSON. I thank the Senator for the 
information, 1 did not know the number; but | 
knew Ohio had done exceedingly well. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Ifthe Senator will allow 
me, that shows there is no necessity of a draft, 
when one hundred thousand men are raised in 
the Northwest in twenty or thirty days under the 
volunteering system. 

Mr. WILSON. But the Senator will remem- 
ber that these are one hundred days’ men, men 
called out for but a short time. As much as we 
doubted the policy of calling them out, in the con- 
dition ofthe country, in the advance of our Army, 
in the need to useevery soldier we had to aid Gen- 
etal Grant, these one hundred days’ men are ren- 
dering a service to the country surpassed by no 
body of meninthe country. 1 wish we had one 











| hundred thousand more of them; for I believe 


that if we had one hundred thousand men that 
we could push forward to the support of General 
Grant, the power of this rebellion would soon go 
down forever. General Lee carries the flag of this 
rebellion. Destroy his army, or capture that 
army, and this rebellion may linger for a few 
months, and there may be some small actions, but 
the backbone of the rebellion will be broken. 

Sir, if | am to accept this repeal of the commu- 
tation clause I want to couple with it the author- 
ity to the Government to draft for a time not 
exceeding one year. I am told it is the purpose 
of the Government to do so. In fact, the Secre- 
tary so states in the communications before us; 
but they have no authority to do it under the law. 
The law is clear and plain; there can be no mis- 
take about it. It requires that drafted men shall 
be drafted during the time of the rebellion, if it 
does not exceed three years, thus putting them 
on the same footing with the three years’ enjisted 
men, 

Mr. GRIMES, Mr President, very erroneous 
ideas might be formed by Senators and by the 
country trated the allusion that has been made to 
the State of Ohio. It is not true that the other 
States in the Northwest have responded as 
promptly as Ohio to the call for one hundred days’ 
men. Ne one of them has filled up its quota, so 
far as I know, except Ohio. 

Mr. WILSON. I spoke of Ohio because I 
understood that she had filled her pledge, and 
more too. It was understood at the time of the 
cal! that she had probably more than half these 
men organized in regiments and could send them 
at once, whereas‘the other States had no organ- 
izations, and it would take more time to raise the 
men. 

Mr.GRIMES. I sappose they Sad them ot- 
ganized in what was known as the national guard, 
and organized in such a way that they could im- 
mediately respond to the call of the Governor. 
[ have no doubt that the people of Illinois, Wis- 
consin, arid lowa would have responded with equal 
promptitude if there had been any organization 
through which the people could have been reached; 
but the call went to them when there was no auch 
organization, and the result is that no State ex- 
cept Ohio, so far as | know, has been able to fill 
up its quota, 

Bat | should like to make one inquiry in regard 
to the proposition now under consideration. Cer- 
tain States have filled their quotas entirely of three 
years’ men; other States have not filled up their 
quotas, Is it proposed that hereafter, under the 

rovisions of the section whieh the Senator fron 
Radmach Gunite has introduced for the considera- 

tion of the Senate, the States that are now io 
arrear shall be credited with a full three years’ 
man by the draft that is to be made of a one year’s 
man? For instance, suppose, as an illustration, 
that my State—which is not true, for she has an 
excess of twelve thousand three years’ men—but 
suppase she had a deficiency of twelve thousand, 
and you go on and make a draft in that State of 
one year’s men. 
come a law, are we go be credited with the full 
twelve thousand that may be raised there? Would 
that be fair toward the other States to say that a 
State that had been holding back and not filling 
up its quota might, by the operation of this new 


Under this bill, if it shall be- — 




































































Sree 
yoo caiien 
ae ae ee 


eves 


nb nll — onal 
a Pm Soar > 
ee ee 2 


ere 


i Se 


af 


= 


Sateen kapieanad 


Sa ae eeu om 


el 


WEG 


eo 


os a 


Snr a: pra 


sea 


Somme fy 


* 


mo 


Dineen, ab ee nce ERT pee eee 


29 0 pts RESTS RRP MGUY A 5 Hee of 


mle 


a” 


L0G Bes ome 


ee: 


Beta oe _ 


were 
a 


rs 
8 
“ope? 


= 


ge Sarde 
sn 
es ees 


fe, 


ve ef 


ov ved Oran 


Re 


ae 


eS RI EPUB YOM wen 


Area tN 1! Seieciteee - 


ee ee es 
CER wore 


an 08s Se ence eae Se 





a 
iT) 
: 
- 
33 
- 


2808 


es ee a oo 





rule which you propose, now disebarge ali its 


liabilities by sending its men into the field for | 
only one year, while the adjacent State that was |' 


more patriotic filled up its quota with three years’ 
men? Itseems to me that the bill, ifitis adopted, 


wil! operate unequally and unjustly in that regard. i} 
Mr. WILSON. Some of the States—the Sen- | 


ator’s State is oue of the number—have more 


than filled their quota, There are, bowever, only || 


sixty thousand in the whole United States short. 
On the lst day of May the State of Massachu- 


setts was four thousand and seventy short in her | 


quota, I state this on the authority of the adju- 
tant general of the State. We had the whole 


month of May to fill our quota, and draft has been | 
going on for three weeks. I have no idea that | 
this measure will apply to her in the draft now | 
1 do not intend it shall do so, at | 
any rate. Lonly intend it to apply to calls that | 
may be hereafier made. If we draft for a year | 
in one State, and another State has furnished for | 


going on. 


three years more men than was called for, she 


ought to have the benefit of it, and the Govern- | 


ment has acted upon the plan of giving full credit 
to States upon the three year basis. 


Mr. LANE, of Indiana, Lam certainly in fa- | 
vor of the repeal of this commutation clause, The | 
Senate will bear me witness thatin the beginning | 


of the session | introduced a proposition to repeal 


the $309 commutation clause, and then stated that | 
instead of raising men under that provision you | 


would simply raise money by lottery;, and. it 
turns out to be true. Your draft, as far as it has 
advanced, has only got five per cent.,as I, under- 


stand, of men, and the balance has been paid in | 


money. This,proposition now is to repeal the 
commutation clause; and the amendment of the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
ig that hereafter, if that clause be repealed, you 
shall draft for one year, 

But, Mr. President, this is no time for rash 
counsels or idle words, I am for fighting this 


thing out, whether it lasts one year or two years | 
or one hugdred years, until the rebellion shall be | 


suppressed; and | am not overly sanguine that 
one year will accomplish the oes: But it seems 
to me that there is some plausibility in the argu- 


ment that you should not draft for but one year | 


until you shall draft again in another class who 


have not been called upon atall. It does not,as | 
I understand it, affect the State which Lin part | 


have the honor to represent, for it is not deficient 


upon any call that has been made by the Presi- 


dent of the United States. 


it seems to me that the argument of the chair- | 


man of the Committee_on Military Affairs is de- 
fective in one thing, He says if you reduce this 


call from three years to one year you will getthe | 
men easier and more speedily, and fill up your | 
armies at once. Why do you draft men at all? | 


Because they will not volunteer; and if you draft 
them you draft them precisely as speedily for 
three years as you can draft them for one year. 
It seems to me that argument is altogether falla- 
cious. If they are ready to volunteer, you do not 
need a draft; and if you have to draft you will get 
them for three years precisely as readily and as 
speedily as you will get them forone year. 

[ only arose to say that I am now for the repeal 
of the comrautation clause as I was at the begin- 
ing of the session. I told you then, as this Sen- 
ate will bear me witness, that before the Senate 
adjourned you would repeal that clause. Iam 
now ready io repeal it; and I am ready to go fur- 
ther, and repeal the right of substitution; so that 
whenever a man shall be drafted he shall go into 
the service if he is an able-bodied and competent 
soldier, If this rebellion goes on,.as I hope in 
God it may not, for another year, the right of 
substitution will be reppeisn ane allconditions as 
to age may be repealed, until every man able to 
bear arms will be required to bear arms; and when 
the Jast soldier shall have fallen we will hand the 
contest over to the women and children, and the 
old flag will triumph whethér you have men un- 
der forty-five or not to bear it. 

Mr, WILSON. I think the Senator will agree 
with me that in the draft of fourteen thousand 
men that has been made, if the’ time, instead of 
being three years had béen one year, and the 
commutation remained the same as itis, we should 
have obtained more substitutes and more men for 
one year than we now have. Many of the men 
who have paid the money would have obtained 


|| substitutes, because substite 


| amendment I offer, and the President is in favor | 
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tutes, because substitutes would have been | gested by the Senator foom. lowa, and also by the 


cheaper for one year than three years, or they || 


would have gone themselves rather than pay the 


|| commutation of $300 and be liable to draft the | 


next call,as they are by law. That is the point 
I make. 

Mr. BROWN. I will inquire of the chairman 
of the Committee on Military Affairs whether 
this bill was not unanimously offered and reported 
by the Military Committee as it stands on the 
table? 


Mr. WILSON. Certainly it was reported by 
the unanimous assent of the committee, although 
I have ever been for the commutation, and do not 


Mr. BROWN. ThenI ask where the Sena+ 
tor from Massachusetts gets the ground upen 
which he predicates the amendment which he 
has offered? Does it come from the Department? 
Is ita suggestion of the Administration? Or what 
is the ground on which he puts it? Or isitsimply 
an amendment offered on bis own motion? 


Mr. WILSON. The Senator will remember 


| that some @wo or three weeks ago I offered this | 


proposition as a joint resolution, at that time in- 
tending to press it to a vote in my committee, but 
the expression of opinion in the committee showed 
me that it would be voted down. The Senator | 


munication he now makes, states that the inten- 
tion is to draft for a shorter period than three 
years. He sustains the idea embodied in the 


will find that the Secretary of War, in the com- | 
| 


of this policy I am confident. iy | 
Mr. BROWN. Then! presume the Secretary | 
of War goes upon the ground that he already has 
the right to doso. Is that the case? 
Mr. WILSON, [think the Secretary of War | 
assumes—he certainly must assume from what he | 


|| says in hisletter—that he has that right; but he 


certainly has not the right. I will read the act if | 


the Senator desires to hear it, 
Mr. BROWN. Yes, sir; | shouldlike to hearit. | 
Mr. WILSON. There cannot be a doubt on | 
this point. It must be acareless reading to leave | 
any doubt of it. The eleventh section of the act 
of 1863 says: 


“That all persons thus enrolled shall be subject, for two | 
years after the Ist day of July succeeding the enrollment, | 
to bé called into the military service of the United States, 


and to continue in service during the present rebellion, not, | 
|| however, exceeding the term of three years.”’ 


They are-to go into the service for the present 


than three years, then they are to go out at the | 
end of three years. The drafted men are put on 
precisely the footing of the three years’ men. The 
act Bays: 


“Not, however, exceeding the term of three years; and | 


when called into service shall be placed on the sane foot- 


ing, in all respeots; as volunteers for three years, or during 


the war, inchuding advance pay and bounty as now pro- | 


vided by law.’ . 


In every respect they were put on the same 


footing, and were intended to be the same as 
three years’ men; and the three years’ men are | 


enlisted for ‘* three years or during the war,” 

Mr. BROWN. if 
tion of the Senator in order that we may get ata 
full comprehension of the scope of his amend- 
ment; and that is, is it in contemplation in the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts that the power to call out men by con- 
scription for three years shall be taken away from 
the Government? 

Mr. WILSON. My amendment is simply this: 
it authorizes the Government to call out men for 
aterm not exceeding one year; they can dfaft 
men for that period, Here is a proposition to 
repeal the commutation clause of the old act. 
assented to report it to the Senate to. take the 
sense of Congress, but [ think if we had time 


enough it would be the best and wisest policy to | 


retain the commutationclause. The Senator has 
always advocated the repeal of the provision and 
so have all the members of the Committee on 
Military Affairs. If it is to be repealed now, 
want to adopt this provision td authorize the Pres- 
ident hereafter to call out men for aterm not ex- 
ceeding one year, I think this policy a wise and 
humaue one; that it will bear more lightly upon 


the people and fill more rapidly the wasting ranks | 


of our armies, : 
Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to shape an 
amendment with a view to cover the point sug- 


| 
' 
know that I shall vote for the bill, | 
| 
| 








} 

| 

} 

. E ; 
rebellion; but if the present rebellion lasts more | 
| 

| 


will only ask one other ques- | 








Senator from Indiana, in relation to the effect of 
calling for one year’s men so that they shall not 
count as three years’ men; but I cannot do it at 


| the moment at my table. For that reason | de- 


sire to move that the Senate now adjourn, 

Mr.CONNESS., Will the Senator from Ver- 
mont withdraw kis motion fora moment to allow 
me to say a word? 

Mr. COLLAMER, I withdraw i. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore... The motion 
is withdrawn. , 

Mr. CONNESS. I simply desire to say that 

[listened with some attention to the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts to hear from him ar- 
gumeuts and reasons why his amendment should 
be adopted; but | listened mostly to a defense of 
the Administration against the remarks that I had 
the honor to submit. I will not undertake to re- 
ply. While I am not desirous of entering the 
ists.in campetivan with the honorable Senator, 
that it may be ascertained, either for our satisfac- 
ion or the satisfaction of the country, which of 
us, the Senator or myself, is,the best friend and 
the truest supporter of the Administration, | will 
say to the honorable Senator that I think, though 
he is exceedingly patriotic and I have no doubt 
exceedingly attached to the Administration, he 
has no advantage of myself on either peint. 

Mr. WILSON. I do not question the Sena- 
tor’s patriotism, his earnestness, his devotion to 
the country, or his support of the Administration, 
but I did. think that in the Senator’s remarks, 
while he, was exceedingly earnest, he reflected 
rather sharply notonly upon the Administration, 
but upon some of its supporters here.” 1 am not 
the Adminjstration’s slave.. I generally support 
their policy. On some things] have to condemn 
them, as does the Senator, and all of us. 

Mr. CONNESS. | fully anderstand that, and 
will simply say that the only difference that | can 
see between the honorable Senator and myself on 
these subjects is that sometimes | breathe a little 
louder than he does. ,[Laughter.] 

Mr. JOHNSON, ill the honorable chair- 


man of the committee inform us, if he can inform 
|| us, how many men it is proposed to call for by 


the Government? 

Mr. WILSON. I do not know, 

Mr, JOHNSON. . That may in some measure 
influence my vote, 

Mr, WILSON. .1 can ascertain by to-morrow 
morning, 
Mr, JOHNSON, Do you know how -many 
men are.now in.the Army? 

Mr. WILSON, Ldonot,andif I did I should 
not feel at liberty to say, because it has been the 
olicy of the Secretary of Warto keep it away 
rom our own people; for,as he says, if he should 


| let everybody know it, the enemy would soon 


know it; thathe would give a great dealif heonly 
knew how many men they had, and he supposed 
they would if they knew what we had. 

Mr, JOHNSON, Ifhe makes #rall for aspecific 
number of men they will find that out very soon, 

Mr. WILSON.. They will find that out; but 
they do not know thenumber of men in our ger- 
vice, We have got a large force in the field, but 
still we want more, 

Mr. JOHNSON. Ido not understand the Pres- 
ident or the Secretary of War to be limited asto 
the period of service. They want the law to re- 
main as it isas far as I can get their opinion from 
the message, 

Mr. WILSON, I think the Senator will find 
in.the letter of the Secretary of War thathe pro- 
poses to draft for a shorter period than three 
years. Under the militia law he can do it, but 
not.under the enrollment act. That is as,clearas 
sunlight. 

Mr, COLLAMER. I move that the Senate do 
row adjourn, ' 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespar, June 8, 1864. 

The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuannine. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

INDIAN ACCOUNTS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 

from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting 
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the accounts of the superintendent of Indian af- | ! 
fairs of the southern'superintendency; which was || before the House for devoting the old Hall to the 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 
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|| the statue of Jeff. Davis would be included. 

DANIEL M. DANMAN AND EBENEZER TOWNLEY. Mr. COX. 1 never made that objection that I 

Mr. PRICE, by unanimous consent, from the || remember. [ helped the gentleman with his prop- 
Committee on ReVolutionary Claims, made'an ad- || osition. | always favored art in alljts manifesta- 
verse report on the meinorial of Daniel M. Denman |} tions. 1 am sure of that. 
and Ebenezer Townley, heirs of John Denman | 
and George Townley, for compensation for beef | ceeds—and no doubt he thought it would until 
furnished during the revolutiopary war; which |) Frémont _Appeared—there will. be no danger of 
was laid upon the table, || Jeff. Davis’s appearance here! esT 

NIAGARA FALLS CANAL. | Mr.MORRILL. ‘I think the resolution shou 


: || be'amended 80 as to require them to take tlre outh 
Mr. LITTLEJOHN, by unanimous consent, |) of allegiance at any rate. 
moved that the Committee of the Whole on the || Myr. COX. [ object to such &n amendment; for 
3 state of the Union be discharged from the farther I think the gentleman’s object is to brénk down this 
i consideration of House bill No. 126, toconstruct || resolution. 
a ship canal around the fallsof Niagara, andthat |) Mr, MORRILL. Not at all. 
it be postponed to the second Tuesday of De- || '*Mr. ELDRIDGE. 1 would inquire of the gen- 
cember next, the day to which the Illinois cana! || eman from Vermont whether it would not be 
bill was postponed. | well to require them to téke the oath which is re- 
It was ordered accordingly. : \| quired to be taken in Kentucky to enable a man 
Mr. LITTLEJOHN moved to reconsider the || to vote—to support the Administration? 
‘vote just taken; and also moved that the mowon | Mr. MORRILL, I think ifthey subscribe the 
to reconsider be laid upon the table. oath now required it will be safficient. 
The latter motion was agreed to. | Mr. COX. Edo not think the gentleman is in 
IDAIIO. \\ ee cere " “yee se reef a and 
5 / || ‘Secessionists referred to coming here juat now, 
_Mr. CRAVENS, from the Committee on Ter- || Wisiio Generals Grant and Hancock ais fighting 
ritories, reported baek House bill No. 486, to | them. There is no danger of disunionists or any 
amend an act entitled ‘*An act to provide @ tem- || such obnoxious men coming here and taking any 
porary government for the Territory of Tdaho.”” || nar, artenst upon this side of the House. ” And 
The bill provides that the Governor of the Ter- || if they came this resolution would not prevent 


ritory of Idaho be authorized to reapportion the |! th. from bei d r 
Territory for theeleetion of members of the Coun- Ae properly tried, 


cil and house of representatives of the Legisla- Mr. MORRILL. “Would hot the resolution 
Sy onan on 'et Pe eects TE ve totais now admit the friend of the gentleman from Ohio, 
: who is now sojourning in Canada? 


and qualified voters of the several, counties and Mr. COX. "Of course, it would not exclade 


4 ch 
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districts au mene * eee by each Nl my former colleague; and the very first. gentle- 

oo Ne co gee cn: ° “ a PVSEDOS - a" || man to weleome my former colleague would be 
nm rT i" all Peper y ae bl Parpons ® ae the gentleman from Vermont, owing to the old 
; Sorel "Yet tab Not Bie dt He cote deaal on friendship existing between them, _Heis not in- 
2 eeiial f a hue 4 set h ln me _ culpated in this rebellion; and the gentleman from 
4 provided further, that the act shail not ve con: | Vermont himself has often acted with him ina 
strued to divest any member of the council, elected 


social and sometimes ina political way. He doés 
not believe in a dissolution of the Union. These 
amendments and such unkind remarks unjustly 
prejudice and complicate this matter; and | insist 
that it is not germane to make allusions of this 
character upon such a question as this. 


at the first election in the Territory, of any rights 

he may have acquired by virtue of that election, 

who waselected from any county or district within 

the present limits of the Territo 
that the annual election in the Territory for the 
election of all officers provided for by the laws 
of the Territory, for the year 1864, shall be held 
d at such places as is now provided by law, and 

. z such other places as the Governor miwy direct, on | 

the second Monday of October, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 

athirdstime; and being engrossed, it was accord- 


ment. 

Mr. COX. The President himself said my 
former colleague (Mr. Vatiandigham) was ‘not 
guilty of anything; and the only reason he gave 
for his action in exiling him was that he feared 





1 am very certain if the gentleman’s party suc- | 


Mr. MORRILL. I insist upon my amend- 


| same shal) be applicable, 


that he might at some time or other be guilty of some- || 
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Mr. MORRILL. When my resdlution was | tivsdcintes here upon the flodr. We runrd by 


|| this amendmentagainst aby wrongful interference 
|| reception of statuary, the gentleman objected that 


with the business of Congress upon the part of 
any ex-member. | hope this matter will be 


| treated seriously and preperly, and that the res- 


olution will be passed withoutamendment. I de- 


|, mand the previous question. 


' 
} 
| 
} 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








| 





| tion o 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Minois. 
gentleman will withdraw that éall. 

Mr. COFFROTH. 1 move to lay the report 
and amendmengs on the table. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of IllinoiS. I desire to 
say a word or two. 

Ir. COX. | withdraw my call in favor of the 
gentleman from Illinois. 
Mr. COFFROTH. 

also. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ulinois.. 1 hope.the 
report will be laid onthe table. I was compelled 
to differ with a majority of the committee in tela- 
tion to thismatter. The present rale was adopted 
after ¢reat ‘deliberation. The whole subject, as 
the Speaker will very well recollect, was referred 
to acommittee two or three Congressés ago, who 
revised all the rules, and they feocthdatiilbed this 
rule excluding from the floor of the Flouse almost 
everybody, and particularly ex-members of Con- 
gress. ‘That rute was adopted bya very large 
majority, and | think it has worked admirably. 
I do not believe in this thing of admitting ex- 
members.of Congress and giving them a sort.of 
exclusive lobby privilege. pos aware of the pre- 
vision in the proposed rule that they shall cer- 
tify, but I do not: think that any gentleman who 
came here would want to be compelled to take 


[hope the 


1 withdraw my motion 


| such an oath, and I'am opposed to a modification 


of this rale. 1 hope the motion of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania will prevail, and that'we shall 


| lay the whote subject on the table. 


Mr. COFFROTH. I move to lay the whole 
subject on the table. 

The motion was disagreed to-ayes 34, noes 60. 

So the Houve refused to lay the whole subjoét 
on the table. 

The question recurred on the demand for tite 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main gy ordered, being ‘first upon the mo- 

Mr. Morrity to add to’the proposed rule 

the following proviso: 

Provided further, That such ex-members shall siso take 


| and subscribe before some competent officer the oath of 


allegiance required Of members of Congress, so far as the 


Mr. COX. I hope the gentleman will with- 
draw that amendment. 


The SPEAKER. Thegentleman cannot with- 


| draw it unless by unanimous consent. 


The question was taken on the amendment, 


| @ ingly read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. CRAVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 

FRANCIS MUNSON. 

Mr. SPALDING, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Francis Munson; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 


| 
of Idaho; and 


and it was agreed to—ayes 54, noes 41. 
The question recurred on the motion to strike 
gut the proviso as amended. 


| Mr. COX demanded tellers. 


thing. So much for that fling at the absent. 





ment proposed by the gentleman from Vermont, 
for | think that if we will only leave the doors 
open and induce Jeff. Davis to come here, that és 
the only way we will ever cutch him. I wodeld 
like to have him come here, so that we edald eatch 
and hang him, . 

Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. 
other amendment in order? 

The SPEAKER. An amendment tothe amend- 


Tellers were ordered; and. Messrs, Cox and 
Wasusurne of Illinois were.appointed, 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 49, noes 49. ' 

The Speaker voted in the negative. 

So the proviso was not stricken out, 


Mr. CRAVENS moved to lay the whole sub- 


Is an- 





ment is in order. 

Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. In order 
to complete, in my estimation, the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Vermont, | move 
to'add thereto the words ‘tand who have never 
been ‘engaged in rebellion against the Govern- 


report, ordered to be printed. 
AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 


Mr. COX. Tam directed by the Committee on 
the Rules to report the following: 


9 
That rule 134, page 90 Barclay’s Digest, be so amended || Ment. 5 " 
as to include ‘admission to the floor Of the House, in addi- The SPEAKER.» The Chair wotild say that 
tion to those named in that rule, ofex-nembers of Congress, || the oath already required to be subscribed is to 
provided that said ex-members of Congress subscribe a | thas effect. 


statement to be filed with the Speaker that they haye no Mr. COPFROTH. I move to lay Vhs ‘séaola- 


interest directly or indirectly In the ‘prosécution Of any ||. 
lain or bill6efore Congress; und tharthey will rot use the || tion and amendmeits upon the table. 
Mr/CoXx. 


privilege of their. admission for forwarding the interest of 
that kind. 


eny one befure Congress, 
Mr.PENDLETON. I move to strike out the This resolution came in the first place from the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Law,] whom! do 


proviso to that proposition. 
not see now in his Seat. “Fhe motive he had m 


Mr. COX. That proviso will keep out more 
een ile it was entirely of ‘a social clraracter. 


than are how keptout. I know that it was a 
erying sin when I first came to Congress seven | He expecta some time or other to come back to 


| 
years ago that ex-members came within the bar | this Hlouse, and meet here his old friends; andit 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. lam opposed to the amend- 
| 


Private Calendar, and, with the ool 











and occupied our seats writing letters, lobbying || would not be either pleasant or comfortable for 
claims, &c., until it became a nuisance, so that || an ex-member to come here and be shoved off 
when we removed to the new Hull we adopted || into the gallery, when he could make his yisit 
the ruleexcluding them delightful by imtercourse with his old frends and 





i! 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ject on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Jiinois, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the whole subject was 
laid on the table; and also moved to lay the mo- 


| tion to reconsider on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, from the Committee 
on Rules, reported the following as an additional 
rule: 

THe names of meibers not Voting on any call of the 


| yeas and ways shall be recorded in the Journal immediately 


1 do not yield to any motion of || 


| 
' 


i 
| 


| 


' 
’ 





| 
| 
| 








after those voting in the aficmative and negative, and the 
same record shall be made in the Congressional Giobe. 

The amendment to the rules wag agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by whieh the amendment was 
agreed to; and also moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider onthe table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. W ASHBURNE, of Iilinois, from the Com- 
mittee on Rules, reported the following #8 an 
amendment to come in at the end of rule 145: 

On Monday of every weck, at the @xpiration of une hour 
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after the Journal is read, unless the call of States and Ter- 
ritories for bills on leave and resolutions has been earlier 


concluded, the Speaker may entertain a motion to suspend || 


the rules. 

The amendment of the rules was agreed to. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Llinois, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which theamendment to the 
rules was agreed to; and also moved to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


LANDS IN MISSOURI. 

Mr. THAYER. 
report back from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, for action at this time, House bill No. 


435, concerning certain locations of lands in the 
State of Missouri. 


Mr. WADSWORTH. I object. 
VETO POWER IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 


Mr. SPALDING called for the regular order | 


of business. 

The SPEAKER stated that the regular order 
of business was the consideration, as unfinished 
business, of the bill (S. No. 285) to regulate the 
veto power in the Territory of Washington; the 

uestion being on the motion of Mr. Corks, of 

ashington, to lay the bill on the table. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Hicker, 
its Chief Clerk, announced that the Senate had 
passed the internal revenue bill, and a bill con- 
cerning lands in the State of California, several- 
ly with amendments; in which he was directed 
to ask the concurrence of the House. 

INTERNAL REVENUB BILL. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that the internal 
revenue bill, with the Senate amendments just 
reported from the Senate, be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means and ordered to be 
printed. I was inclined to make a motion at once 
to non-concur with the Senate amendments, and 


to ask for a committee of conference. I suppose | 


that it would facilitate the passage of the bill and 
save some time. But there are a number of im- 
portant amendments; there are a Jarge number 
of amendments in all; and many of them are of 
an important character, in which various mem- 
bers of the House feel an interest. Therefore it 
may be well that the bill shall be printed and 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
which will act expeditiously upon it, and report 
it back at a very early day. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I wasin hopes | 


that the gentleman from Vermont would have 
made another motion which I think would be 
more agreeable to the majority of the House; that 
is, that the House non-concur in the amendments 


ferred in the first instance to a committee of con- 
ference. 

Mr. FENTON. I hope that the suggestion of 
the gentlemen from Illinois will be adopted by 
the House. I am inclined to think that that 
course will be generally acceptable to members, 
and will save a good deal of Dine: 

Mr. HOLMAN. I rise to say thatif the sub- 
ject be not referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means these amendments should be consid- 
ered in the House. I shall ceriainly object to a 
general motion to non-concur in all the amend- 
ments and to refer them to a committegof con- 
ference. The effect would be to prevent the House 
acting on the several amendments. 1 have no 
objection to the reference of these amendments to 
the Committee of Ways and Means; but other- 


wise I shall demand a separate vote on each | 


amendment. 


* Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, it seems to me | 
thata bill of this magnitude should not be left | 


entirely to a committee of conference. There is 
too much at stake in it. It would be an entire 
surrender of the functions of the House to deliver 
it over bodily to a committee of conference with- 


out any consideration of amendments of such | 


vast.importance as those in this bill. 
fore o d to the proposition. 
Mr. MORRILL. If it was the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to refer the amendments toa 
committee of conference at once, | would have no 
objection; but as there is a difference of opinion 
about it | hope the House will consent to have 


lam there- 


the amendments printed and referred to the Com- 


mittee of Ways.and Means. 


I ask unanimous consent to | 


Mr. BEAMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
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Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to 
say that if there be any general dissent to m 
proposition I will withdraw.it. But 1 think it | 
might as well go in the first instance to be ad- | 
|| justed by a committee of conference, 
| The question’was taken on Mr. Mornrity’s mo- | 
tion, and it was agreed to. 

So the Serlate amendments were referred to th 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered t 
be printed. 


VETO IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY—AGAIN. 


The House resumed the consideration of Senate 
|| bill No. 285,to regulate the veto power in the Ter- 
| ritory of Washington. 

Mr. BEAMAN moved the previous question 
| on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 

main question ordered, 

Mr. HOLMAN called for the yeas and nays. 
| The yeas and nays were ordered. 
| . The question was taken; and it was decided in 





| the affirmative—yeas 72, nays 45, not voting 65; | 


|| as follows: 


| _ YEAS—Meessrs. Allison, Ames, Arnojd, Baily, John D. 
| Baldwin,Beaman, Blaine, Jacob B.Blair, Bliss, Blow, Bout- 
well, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, Freeman Clarke, Cobb, 
Cole,Thomas T.Davis, Dawes, 
|| hot, Farnsworth, Fenton, Frank, Gooch, Grinnell Griswold, 
|| Hale, Higby, Hooper, Asahel W. Hubbard, John H. Hub- 
| bard, Hulburd, Ingersoll, Jenckes, Julian, Kelley, Francis 
i} W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Littlejohn, Longyear, Mar- 
vin, McIndoe, Samuel F. Miller, Morrill, Daniel Morris, 
| Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Charles O'Neill, Orth, Pat- 
terson, Price, Alexauder H. Rice, John H. Rice, Scofield, 
Shannon, Sloan, Spalding, Starr, Thayer, Thomas, Tracy, | 
Upson, Van Valkenburgh, Elihu B. Washburne, William | 
B. Washburn, Whaley, Williams, Wilson, Windom, and 


| | Second amendment: 


‘ 





o ®@ 


Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, El- | 





, Woodbridge-—72. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C, Allen, William J. Allen, An- | 

|| cona, Augustus C. Baldwin, William G. Brown, Chanler, | 

Coffroth, Cox, Cravens, Denison, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, 

Finck, Ganson, Grider, Harding, Harrington, Herrick, Hol- 

| man, Hutchins, William Johnson, albfleisch, King, 

Knapp, Long, Marcy, McDowell, McKinney, James R. 

Morris, Morrison, Odell, Noble, Pendleton, Samuel J. Ran- 

|| dall, Robinson, Rogers, Scott, William G. Steele, Strouse, 

Sweat, Ward, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, and Joseph W. 
White—45. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Alley, Anderson, Ashley, Bax- 
|| ter, Francis P. Blair, Boyd, Brandegee, Brooks, James 
1; & Brown, Clay, Creswell, Henry Winter Davis, Dawson, 
|, Deming, Dumont, Eckley, English, Garfield, Hall, Benja- 

min G. Harris, Charles M. Harris, Hotchkiss, Philip John- 
|| son, Kasson, Kernan, Law, Lazear, Le Blond, Loan, Mal- 
|| lory. McAllister, McBride, McClurg, Middleton, William 
|| H. Miller, Moorhead, Nelson, Norton, John ONeill, Per- 
|| ham, a, Pike, Pomeroy, Pruyn, Radford, William H. 
|| Randall, ward H, Rollins, James 8. Rollins, Ross, 
Schenck, Smith, Smithers, Stebbins, John B. Steele, Ste- 
vens, Stiles, Stuart, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Webster, 
Wilder, Winfield, Benjamin Wovod, Fernando Wood, and 
Yeaman—65. 





just taken; and also moved that the motion to re- 


consider be laid on the table. 
of the Senate, and that the amendments be re- | : reine 


‘Fhe latter motion was agreed to. 
BANKRUPT BILL. 
The SPEAKER stated that the next business 


{[Mr. Jencxes] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. JENCKES. Mr. Speaker, the select com- 
| mittee on a bankrupt law have agreed to certain 
| amendments, which will remove all the objections 
| to the bill which have been made on the floor. I 
will send them to the Clerk’s desk, and ask that 
| they be adopted. 
he Clerk read the amendments, as follows: 


First amendment: 


Add to section two the words, “ For or against each as- 
signee: Provided, ‘That nothing herein contained shall re- 
vive a right of action barred at the time such assignee is ap- 

|.pointed ;”? so that it will read: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several circuit 
courts of the United States within and for the districts where 
the proceedings in bankruptey shall be pending, shall have 
a general superintendence and jurisdiction of all cases and 
| questions arising nnder this act; and, except when special 
| provision ts otherwise made, may, upon bill, petition, or 
i| other proper process, of any party aggrieved, hear and de- 

j 
| 


| bill, on which the gentleman from Rhode Island 


| termine the case as a court of equity. The powers and 
jurisdiction hereby granted may be exercised either by 
said court, or by any justice thereof, in term time or vaca- 
|| tion, Said circuit courts shall also have concurrent juris- 
|, diction with the district courts of the same district, of all 
|| Suits at law orin equity, which may or shall be brought by 
\\ the assignee in naoeretey inst any person claiming 
|| an adverse interest, or by such person against such as- 
signee, touching any property or rights of property of said 
} bankrupt transferable se or vested in such assignee; but 
| no suit at law or in equity shall, in any case, be maintaina- 
|| ble by or against such assignee, or by or against any per- 
| son claiming an adverse interest, touching the property 


and rights of property aforesaid, in any court whatsoever, 





1) 

i} 
' 

| 


in order was the consideration of the bankrupt 


\\ andess the same shall be brought within two years from | 











the time the cause of action accrued for or against such 
| assignee: 


Provided, That nothing herein contained shali 
revive arightof action barred ut the time suchi assignee is 
appointed. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


On pages 56 and 57, in section forty-three, in lines thir 
teen and fourteen, strike outghe words “ or whose property 
has been seized, attached, levied, or taken,’’ and insert the 
words “and held in custody;” and on page 57, in line fif- 


teen of the same section, strike out the word “ attach- 


| ment,” and also in line twenty-two of the same section 
strike out the words “‘such debtor not having sufficient 
property to pay his debts in full;”? so that it will read: 
Sec. 43. ind be it further enacted, That any person re- 
| Siding and owing debts as aforesaid, who, after the passage 
| Of this act, shall depart from the State, District, or Terri- 
| tory of which he is an inhabitant, with intent to defrand 


| his creditors, or being absent shall, with such intent, re- 


| main absent; or shall conceal himself to avoid the service 
of Jegal process in any action for the recovery of a debt or 
demand provable under this act; or shall conceal or re- 
| move any of his property fo avoid its being attached, taken, 
| or sequestered on legal process; or shall make any as- 
signment, gift, sale, conveyance, or transfer of his estate, 
property, rights, or credits, either within the United Suues 
or elsewhere, with intent to delay, defraud, or hinder his 
creditors ; or who has been arrested and held in custody 
under or by virtue of mesne process, or execution, issued 
out of any court of any State, District, or Territory, within 
which such debtor resides or has property, founded upon a 
demand in its nature provable against a bankrupt’s estate 
under this act, and for a sum exceeding one hundred dol- 
lars, and such process is remaining in force and not dis- 
charged by, payment, or in any other mauner provided by 
the law of such State, District, or Territory, applicable 
thereto, for a period of seven days; or has been actually 
imprisoned for more than seven days in a civil action, 
founded on contract, for the sum of $100 or upwards, &c. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Third amendment: 


Add to section forty-one, page 55, the following: 

Provided, That whenever any corporation by proceed- 
ings under this act shall be declared bankrupt, such decree 
of bankruptcy shail work a forfeiture of all the franchises 
of such corporation, and the affairs of such corporation 
shall be wound up in the manner provided in this act in 
respect to natural persons. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FRANK. I move in section thirteen to 
strike out ‘* $250’’ and in lieu thereof to insert 
** $500;”’ so that it will read: 


Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That if any person 
residing within the jurisdiction of the United States, owing 
debts provable under this act exceeding the amount of $500, 
shall apply by petition, addressed to the judge of the judicial 
distriet in which such debtor has resided or carfied on busi- 
ness for the six months next immediately preceding the 
tine of filing such petition, or for the longest period during 
such six months, setting forth his place of residence, his 
inability to pay-all his debts in full, his willingness to sur- 
vente all his estate and effects for the benefit of his credit- 
ors, &c. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CRAVENS. I wish to enter my protest 
against the roan of this bill, and I ask the gen- 
tleman from Rhode Island to yield to me for that 
purpose. 

Mr.JENCKES. Iwill yield tothe gentleman * 
from Indiana for five minutes. My time is limited 
or I would yield to the gentleman longer. 

Mr. CRAVENS. As one of the select com- 
mittee to whom was referred the subject of a bank- 
rupt law, I have not been able to agree with the 
majority of the committee in reconfmending the 
passage of the bill now under consideration. The 
few minutes allowed me to speak on the subject 
will not permit me to refer to the details of the bill, 
but I have no hesitancy in saying that the com- 
mittee have labored to avoid many of the defects 
found to exist in former Jaws on the subject of 
bankruptcy; and with all the pains taken to per- 
fect this bill I believe it will be found to be radi- 
cally defective and impracticable. 

I have listened to the able speeches made in 
favor of the measure, and after giving the subject 
all the attention that I could bestow on it, | have 
come to the conclusion that this bill ought not to 
pass. I am aware that it is considered by some 
very ungracious to offer any opposition to @ 
measure of this kind, which is claimed to be for 
the relief of a meritorious but unfortunate class of 
our fellow-citizens. I have heard, and not without 
feelings of sympathy, the eloquent appeals that 
have been made in behalf of the oppressed debtor. 
I would not be insensible to those appeals if 1 
could, The distresses of mankind never fail to 
awaken in my mind emotions of sympathy. 1 
have never in my life collected one dollar by 
suing, andI hope I never may be compelled to re- 
sort to that mode to collect an honestdebt. It has 
always been the policy of those who have plead 
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before Congress for the passage of bankrupt bills 
to portray the deep distress of the unfortunate 
debtor. Not more so on this occasion than has 
been the custom. In these times of civil commo- 
tion justice mast be consulted, and our legisla- 
tion should conform to its most rigid rules; and 
by those rules | have attempted to judge of the 
wisdom and expediency of this measure, and I 
find it condemned. 

I believe the bill is not warranted by the Con- 
stitution of the United States, it is ex post facto, 


and it does impair the validity of contracts, which || 


is forbidden by the Constitution. 
I am not prepared to believe the framers of that | 
instrument ever designed that the debtor should 
have itin his power to release himself by his own 
actand onhis own motion, from his honest debts, | 
incurred by valuable corsiderations received, and 
et that is what this bill in substance proposes. 
i think it unsettles the very foundation of our 
whole social system, and adds another incentive to 
profligacy and reckless speculation, which now | 
rages likea fever and deranges the public mind to | 
an alarming extent. ) ; 
I am not satisfied that this bill, should it pass 
and become a law, will not be rendered odious 
before the people on account of the facilities it will 
afford the dishonest debtor to release himself from 
his obligations to pay. ‘That it — result to the 
advantage of some honest and worthy men I will 





* not pretend to say; but they will be the-last and 


the smallest in number who will enjoy its immu- 
nities. The reckless spendthrift, the speculator, 
and the stock-jobber are the men who will be the 
first, I apprehend, to take the benefit of the law. 
I think it safe to say thatthe western people, with- 
out respect to party, do not desire the passage of 
the law. There have been no petitions from the 
West, to my knowledge, asking Congress to pass 
a bankrupt bill. Such petitions are confined to 
commercial localities, and itis not a little strange 
that those localities where the Government has 
expended the largest amount of the public money 
during this war are those from whence come the 
most urgent demands for the law. Thousands 
there have grown rich on the misfortunes of the 
Government, and thousands more have determ- 
ined to become wealthy without going through 
the slow and painful process of obtaining riches 
by economy and honest industry. Remove that 
dread of perpetual obligation to pay debts con- 
tracted, and will not the young and ambitious be 
tempted to embark in gambling in stocks on Wall 
street and elsewhere more readily? If the Gov- 
ernment will stand ready to release whenever the 
unfortunate debtor has failed, what will there be 
to restrain him from the most reckless adventures? 
‘To my mind, the effect of this bill will be demor- 
alizing. . 

Those who have urged the passage of the meas- 
ure have not failed to refer us to the precedents 
furnished by the English statutes on the subject 
of bankruptcy. | am satisfied that, on examip- 
ation of the weamtens law of England running 
through a period of more than three hundred 
years, you will find no law which can be claimed 
as furnishing a precedent for this bill. The main 
feature and object in all English law on the sub- 
ject of bankruptcy has been to protect the credit- 
or, and the relief to the debtor has been merely 
incidental. 

The American people have had ample experi- 
ence on this subject. It is not a new theme to | 
them; they have on more than one occasion passed 
judgment against the measure. In 1800 a bank- 
rupt bill was passed for a limited period, but be- 
fore the five years’ time for which it was limited 
had expired the bill was repealed. In the troubled 
condition of the finances of the country generally, 
the subject was renewed in Congress in 1819-20, 
but it failed to receive the sanction of Congress. 

The old Whig party made a bankrupt law one 
of the links in the great chain of measures which 
were to give relief to the country and the people 
on the triumph of that party to power in 1840. 
The party did triumph, and a bankrupt bill was 
pare at the extra session of Congress in 1840. 

ut so glaring were the frauds practiced under 
the operations of that law that it was repealed 
the next year bya large majority in both Houses 
of Congress, but not until it had rendered odious 
all who had favored the law, and infamous nearly 
all who had the benefit of it. To such extent was 
this the case in ny section of the State of Indiana 
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that I know of no insult a man will resent quicker || men in this House who have heretofore opposed 


than a charge that he had taken the benefit of the 
bankrupt law. We want no such law. And | 
especially is this true with the agriculturists of | 


the West, and I believe it true of that entire in- | that the « 
We have no objec- || debts comes alone from New England, whose in- 


terest in the western States. f 
tions to your adopting such regulations by your 
States as may not necessarily encroach upon our 
rights. If your commercial interests demand 
more protection than you now have, go to your 
States for relief, but do not ask us to consent to 
the passage of a law which will unsettle all our 
business and social relations. 

I do not hesitate to predict that if this bill passes, 
as I now believe it will, the people will demand 
its repeal and it will be repealed before two years. | 
This is not a proper time to pass such a law as 
this. The general depreciation of the currency is 
practically accomplishing all that could renason- 
ably be desired by the untortunate debtor. When 
paper depreciates to 200, as it will be in a few 
days, half your debt is paid by the operation of 
your legal-tender laws. 

lam opposed to the principles of the bill now 
before us, and shall vote against it on its final 
—* But these are revolutionary times, and 

suppose the bill will be passed through, and 
when you have taught the people to repudiate 
their individual debts you must expect there will 
be less compunction about repudiating national 
debts. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I simply rose to say 
that the gentleman from Indiana is mistaken. 
Petitions have been sent to me to be presented to 
the House for the passage of a general bankrupt 
law. 

Mr. ARNOLD. I desire to say that a large 
number of petitions have come from my district 
earnestly urging the passage of the bill. 

Mr. WILSON. ask the gentleman from 
Rhode Island to yield to me in order that I may 


| 
i 
i 
| 





! 





tions. 
Mr. JENCKES. | cannot yield for that pur- || 
pose. It will not do to destroy the local govern- || 


ments of any portion of the country. It would 
diminish by just so much the administrative and 
executive power of the Government, and leave 
the territory within a municipal jurisdiction with- 
out any government. 

Mr. WILSON. [think all that difficulty could 
be obviated by a section which | have prepared 
with special reference to that point. I certainly 
do not feel like sustaining the previous question 
upon this bill, or voting for it, unless an oppor- 
tunity can be had to amend the bill in this and 
some other respects. 1 understand the commit- | 
tee at one time agreed to this principle; and all 
the difficulty the gentleman from Rhode Island 
~~ can be avoided, and it should be done. 

r. JENCKES. At the request of the gentle- | 
man from Maine | yield to him five minutes of 
my time. 

Mr. SWEAT. Ihave but a few words to say 
upon the subject. I have heretofore had my share 
of prejudice against what are called bankrupt bills 
—bankrupt bills as they have been heretofore 
— and placed upon our statute-books. But | 
| think this is of a different nature from any bill | 
before presented to the Congress of this country; | 
and | really hope it will become a law, and if | 
there are any imperfections in it, let them be rem- 
edied by future legislation. I am in favor of the 
passage of this bill because it is clearly in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the Gonstitution, and, | 
in my judgment, is demanded by the best inter- 
ests of the country. When the framers of the 
Constitution declared that Congress should have 
power to ‘establish uniform laws on the subject | 
of bankruptcies throughout the United States,” | 
they intended not only to give the power, but to | 
make it the duty of Congress to pass such a law. 





| 
| 
| 











more especially for the benefit of the creditor than 
the debtor. ‘lhe law of 1840 was especially for 
the benefit of the debtor, disregarding in a great 
measure the interests of the creditor. It does 
seem lo me that gentlemen upon the committee 
who have had this subject under consideration 


As it has been said, the law of 1800 was a law | 


think they have presented it in such a way as 
needs only to be thoroughly examined and under- 
stood to receive the support of very many gentie- 


have for the first time met this question; and I | 


nelle 





| 
| 


the passage of a bankrupt bill, 
Now I would ask the gentleman from Indiana, 
who i epolion, and who claims incorrectly 


emand to be relieved from their honest 


terests are in opposition to the passage of a com- 
prehensive, fair, and just bankrupt bill, such as is 
provided for by the Constitution? The only two 
classes of persons, as I view it, who can be op- 
posed to the passage of a bankrupt bill under the 
Constitution are the grasping, merciless, and 
soulless creditors—and there are always more or 
less of those persons in every community who 
will never consent to the discharge of a debtor, 
though a vast majority of his creditors may be 
willing—and on the other hand the dishonest 
debtor. Now the dishonest debtor who has means 
at hand is not the man who will come forward 
and ask for the benefits of this law; but one of 
the peculiar advantages of this law is that it per- 
mits the creditor to force the dishonest debtor to 
have his goods, effects, and credits transferred to 


| the proper assignee, and have his whole affairs 


investigated by and be subject to jadiciel action. 

The gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Cravens} 
thinks that there is no necessity for the passage 
of this bill now. I should be very glad to believe 
as he does, that there is no necessity for it, and 
that there will be no necessity for it in the future. 


| If he is correct I submit that the bill, being upon 


the statute-book, can do harm to no one. If there 
is no necessity for it, no man will claim its priv- 
ileges or be subject to its conditions and obliga- 
tions. But I do not agree with him; I think the 
necessity for its passage is apparent toevery man, 


| and more now than ever before, when there is 


| 





such an increased demand for all the productive 


| energies of the country, occasioned by the ex- 


move as an amendment to this bill a provision || 
which shall include municipal and other corpora- || 


haustions of the war. 
Here the hammer fell.] 
r. SWEAT. I did not understand that the 
gentleman limited me to five minutes. ° 
Mr. JENCKES. My time is limited; but 1 
will yield to the gentleman three minutes more. 
Mr. SWEAT. There is one point | have not 
heard publicly asserted upon this floor, but which 
I know is asserted outside. The bill is said to be 
contrary to the history of this country. It ia said 


_ to be undemocratic. “I claim to have always be- 


longed to aparty that has stood between the Con- 
stitution and its assailants, giving them unflinch- 
ing battle from the earliest daysof ourGovernment 
down to the present time, and I support this be- 
cause itis a constitutional and necessary measure. 
It is said that there is no man who voted for the 


| law of 1841 who is not now dead politically. I 


have yet to know of any man whose political po- 
sition or life is of sufficient importance to weigh 
against measures like this. This bill seems to be 
one of the very few designed for the benefit of 
white men during this Congress, and | see no 
good reason why the claims and interests of one 
hundred thousand white debtors, embracing many 
of our most valuable business men, should not 
receive the favorable consideration of this House. 
If my political life and position are to be sacri- 
ficed for sustaining such a measure as this, then 
I have only to say that [ shall esteem it a sacrifice 
made for a very worthy and noble object. 

As my time is limited, [ cannot of course ex- 
tend my remarks. I can but express the hope 
that this bill may become a law. Place it upon 
your statute-book and you will give buoyancy, 
hope. and strength, for honest, useful effort, to 
tens of thousands whocan never be released from 
their thralidom in any other way, and whose un- 
restrained services would be of invaluable benefit 
to the whole country. 

Mr. CRAVENS. I desire to say one word in 
reply to the gentleman. 1 have not charged that 
this is a political or party measure. On the con- 
trary, | am glad to Suave it isnot. In my dic- 
trict | know no one, either Democrat or Repub- 
lican, who asks the passage of such a bill as this. 
I knew of no man of any party or of any shade 
of party who demands its passage. 

Ks a member of the ‘* special committee’’ | de- 
sire to say that | have had no opportunity to ex- 
amine the provisions of this bill. it was con- 
sidered in my absence. Hence | have urged no 
objections to the details of the bill. Perhaps it is 
as perfect as gentlemen could make it. { object 
to it, as | did to the bill of 184), for it proposes 
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to sponge out honest, individual debts of every 
nature. } 

Mr. CHANLER. Mr. Speaker, I have no | 
arguments to add to those advanced by the gen- | 
tleman who introduced this bill. It stands upon 
its merite as introduced by him, and upen its 
merits, | judge, it willeventually pass. LBut,sir, 
there 18 something in this bill so national and 
reasonable, that | feel called upon to add my voice 
in presenting to the House a few facts connected 


me 





with the history of bankruptcy. The necessity | 


for this law exists in the exigencies of the times 
and in the requirements of a great nation with its 
varied and conflicting interesis; a necessity sug- 


| 
pan by experience to every people, of estab- | 
ishing some just system of law, which shall give | 
wecul ty to enterprise and reward and protect trade | 


through all usrisks,and bring wealth and pros- 
perity to the whole country. Upon the same 
principle the light-house is. built, which directs 
the marmer traversing the ocean to seek a har- 
bor in the midst of a storm, where he may shun 
utter ruin and refit his shattered fortunes. 

Sir, no assault can be made on this bill upon 
principle. ‘The assault against it is made upon 
tume-worn prejudicesalone. The gentieman from | 
Indiana tells us that the support of this bill does 
not come fromthe West. I believe that position 
is untenable; but that there does exist a great 


prejudice against the bankrupt law in all agricul- || 


tural countries 1 must admit, for all history 
proves it. 

Owing to the brief space of time allowed me in. | 
this debate, it will be impossible for me to enter 
at large into the historical review of bankruptcy 
from this point. But the hint may serve to show | 
the way to others, and by reference to the follow- | 


ing facie | believe a fair illustration may be had || 


of the course of legislation against class preju- | 
dices. 


to prove that every farmer feels a ‘natural antag- | 
onism to anything in favor of the trader. In the 


earliest part of the reign of Edward Hi,when for || 


the first time among the English people trafficas- | 


mon in all commercial countries, first began in 
England. Then the English trader first made his 
appearance. His differences and competition 
with the farmer became a source of difficulty. 
The trader’s dishonesty became a source of loss 
to the farmer.. This state of things continued 
tillthe time of Henry VIII. So heinous had then | 
become the offenses of the traders that bankruptcy | 
was treated as a crime, and the bankrupt became | 


| 
i 
sumed a form, those markets thatare now com- | 
} 


a felon, 
The first statute against penkrepy assed in 
England was the 34.and 35 Henry VIII, entitled 


rupt;’’.and the preamble was as follows: 


*¢ Whereas divers and sundry persons craftily obtaining | 
into their hands great substance of other men’s goods do 
suddenly flee to parts unknown, or Keep their houses, not 
minding to pay or restore to any their creditors their debts 
and duties, but at their own wills and pleasures consume | 
the substance obtained by eredit of othermen for theirown | 
picasure and delicate living gainst all reason, equity, and | 
good conscience.” 


The penalty fixed as punishment for such of- | 
fenders was marked with all the cruelty which | 
the customs of that age and the prejudice of the | 


ruling agricultural interest of England could in- | 
vent. 


Upon complaint made to the Lord High Chan- || 


cellor and other high personages, they were em- | 
powered to seize the bddy and effects and jand of | 
ithe offender, Such the spirit of English law re- | 
mained even to the reign of George Il, of Hessian | 
memory, when the system pursued against bank- 


rupts was full of cruelty and injustice, and a bank- | 


for him to do so.was declared guilty of felony | 
and liable to the punishment of death. 
As commereial prosperity and a more liberal 


policy developed in Karope, the odium attached || very widely distributed. It has been studied, | | 


to bankruptcy began to omemuianed enlight- | 
ened, statesmen turned, their minds to the aoble 
task of eradicating the popular and prevailing 
prejudice against the victims to the vicissitudes 
of trade and freaks of fortune. 

The severities of old laws were eclaxed, and 
although the fraudulent bankruptis still liable to | 


limited to a term of years. 


But statutes which remove penaltics and free || mediate passage. It seems to me thatthe reason | ter, Biaine, Francis P. Blair, Boyd, Brandegee 








The origin of courts of bankruptcy is sufficient || 


| 
i 
dence. 
; 
| 
| 
} 


punishment, his life is safe, and imprisonment | 


| the body often fail to illumine the mind and dis- 
pel popular prejudice—a fact whieh the whole 
comrse of legislation on this subject in modern 
times establishes with irresistible foree. That 


mo 
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ancient prejudice against trades amoung all classes | 
of landed proprietors sull exists in the popular | 


mind, and forms, | believe, the basis of every ar- 
gument against a nauonal bankrupt law that has 
been advanced in this or any other legislative 
body. 

Having endeavored to show what is the nat- 
ural prejudice between the commercial and agri- 
cultural interests, | will pass to another point. I 
do not range myself in this debate, nor have | 
sought to do so at any time, as the representa- 

_ tive of commercial interests exclusively, in an- 
tagonism to the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. 
Cravens,| a8 the representative of agricultural 
interests. Butcertainly it is becoming jn us, rep- 
resenting different interests, to overcome those 
prejudices which have characterized all legisla- 
tive bodies and have brought woe upon the peo- 
ple. By reference to the statistics of my colleague, 
{Ms. Warp,} gentlemen will find, Mr. Speaker, 
abundant proof of the numerousand just grounds 
of complaint against Congress for failing to re- 


dress the undeserved wrongs of « large and wor- 1] 


thy class of our fellow-citizens made bankrupt 
by no fault of theirs, vicums of a fickle fortune 
or a false friend. I alluded to the history of 
sritish law in this respect, and of the conflict 
between traders and non-traders. When the ex- 
isting prejudice againstincluding the agricultural 
| non-trading interest in the same category with 


| bankrupt traders was adjusted, the difficulty was 


insurmountable. I appeal, therefore, to. gentle- 
_men to be superior to these prejudices, and to 
examine the bill on its own merits, and Lam 
| confident that they will find that this bill as 
based on principles established by all commercial 
| nations; that it docs mo injustice to any class of 
our citizens, but on the contrary that it redresses 
the wrongs of a lange and deserving class, and is 
in consonance with the practice of all the insoly- 
ent courts of the United-States. The great quality 
| of this particular lew is in its spirit; it possesses 
| a great and good prineiple as well as a wise pol- 
(icy as its foundation; it seeks not only to do 
| away with all those difficulties that have pre- 
| vented men once under the ban of bankruptcy 
| from finding relief without cringing to the cred- 
itor and undergoing the law’s delay, ‘but also 
| abolishes by practical working of the system in- 
| troduced that remnant of feudal prejudice which 
favors the jords of the soiland humbles the trader 


| before the farmer, aiming to strengthen and re- 
new that glorious privilege of equality among all 


| 
‘| classes in the State which underlies our Consti- 
“An act against such persons as do make bank- || 

| 


|| 18 not in accordance with the Consutution, and 
|| hostile to the principles of American law, L will 


| tution. In reply to the argument that this bill 


| pointall objectors to this one fact, that the Con- 
| stitution of the United States, framed in view of 

the American system of Government, provides 

that Congress shall have power to establish a 

general bankrupt law. 
|” Such is this law. It is the result of one of the 
| requirements of the Constitution. And we wish 
| that this session shall not close, this day shall not 
| pass, without leaving on our records some small 
testimony that we are marching on, with all other 
great commercial and agricultural nations of the 
world, in perfecting the system of our jurispru- 


MESSAGE FROM TUK PRESIDENT. 
> A message, in writing, from the President of the 


| United States, by Mr. Har, his Private Secre- 


| tary, was received. 


rupt for not qearendaning upon the day appoiuted | 


BANKRUPT LAW-——AGAIN. 
The House resumed the consideration of the 


| bankrupt Jaw. 


Mr. JENCKES, Mr. Speaker, this bill has been 


ume, by members of the House, and | know 
it has been studied by men out of the House. 
Every suggestion of amendment bas been consid- 
ered, and, so faras proper, hasbeen adopted. lis 
passage has been recommended from the princi- 
pal Boards of Trade in the country, by the repre- 
sentatives of the debtor interestand by the repre- 
sentatives'of the creditor interest. e have files 


|| of letters from both sides recommending its im- 


| 
| 
{| 
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| liam B. Washburn, 


i] 
| 


|| bill should net pass. 


| from Michigan {Mr. Drices] whether the con- 
| trary is not the case. 


2 











urged by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Cra- 
| ¥ENS] ought to be no objection to its passage— 


that the district he represents will notin the leaat 
be affected by it. The commercial districts wili 
be affected by it. They ask for it as a healthy 
measure in the administration of commercial law. 
They ask it, representing as they do the greater 
portion of the property of the country... These 
districts include a large portion of the active busi- 
ness of the country, and why not concede tothem 
the very beneficial measure which they request 
atour hands? They agree that it is a necessity 
for them, and the prosperity of their business is 
the wealth and prosperity of the nation. It is but 


| fair and-just that we should yield to them what 


they demand. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not believe it ia the wish of 
the agricultural portions of the country that this 
| appeal to the gentleman 


Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. Let meask the 
gentieman from Rhede Island whether be. bas 
adopted the suggestions which were made for the 
amendment of the bill? 

Mr. JENCKES, | have. 

Mr. DRIGGS. In answer to the appeal of 


|| the gentleman from Rhode Island 1 will say a few 


words.y: The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Cra- 
vens| has stated that in his district he does not 


know ofa single man who is in favor of the pas-- 


sage of this bill. 1 wish to say thatin my own 
district, aud in any State west of my own, I do 
not know of a single individual opposed to the 
passage of a bankrupt law. | have been through 
all parts of my district, and I know that to be the 
case there. 1 think, from the little time I have 
had to examine: the bill, that the special commit- 
tee have prepared as good.and wise a measure as 
we can hope to have, one founded on previous 
laws and experience; and I believe that the in- 
terests of the country demand its passage. 1 be- 
lieve that the majority of the people of my State 
are in favor of the passage of sucha law. | hope, 
therefore, that the bill will pass. 

Mr. JENCKES. Mr, Speaker, this bill con- 
tains a provision to enable the House to make 
proper amendments if it be imperfect in any re- 
spect, It provides for the appointment of com- 
missioners under the authority of thé Supreme 
Court to provide rules for pleading and practice 
under it which shall be uniform in every district 
of the United States. 1 wish the bill to become 
a law at this session of Congress,so thatthe com- 
mission may enter upon their Jabors, and at the 
neXt session present to us their report.on the sub- 
ject. We nday then have intelligent recommend- 
ations for fusure action. It is true that we cannot 
anticipate all the wants of the business of the 
country, but if- we make a provision for the study 
of the Jaw-in the mean time, then we shall be able 
during this Congress to make corrections in its 
own workif there be errors in it. 1 now call for 
the previous question. 

Mr. CRAVENS demanded the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. STEELE, of New Jersey, moved that the 
bill be laid co the table. 

Mr. HOLMAN demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 49, nays 65, not voting 68; as 
follows: 

YVEAS~—Meesrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An- 
cona, Baily, Jacob B. Biait, Bliss, Freeman Clarke, Cox, 
Cravens, Denison, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, Finck, Grider, 
Hale, Harding, Harrington, Charles M. Harris, Holman, 
William Juobnson, Knapp, Law, Lazear, Le Blond, Long, 
Marey, McDowell, James R. Morris, Morrison, Amos Myers, 
Noble, Charles O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, Pendleton, Price, 
Samuel J. Randall, Robinson, Rogers, Scofield, Scott, Wil- 
liam G. Stefle, Strouse, Tracy, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Chil- 
ton A. White, and Joseph W. White—49. 

NAY38 — Messrs. Allison, Ames, Arnold, Augustus C, 
Baldwin, Jom D. Baldwin, Beaman, Blow, Boutwell, 
Broomall, James 8. Brown, Chanler, Ambrose W. Clark, 
Cobb, Coffroth, Cole, Henry Winter Davis, Thomas T. Da- 
vis, Dawes, Dixon, Donuélly, Driggs, Eliot, Fenton, Frank, 
Ganson, Gooeh, Grinuell, Griswold, Herrick, Hooper, Asa- 
hel W.H ‘d, John H. Hubbard, Hulburd, Jenckes, Ju- 
lian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg. Oriando cllogg, Little - 
obn, Longyear, Marvin, McIndoe, Samuel F. Miller, Mor- 
ritl, Daniel ‘Morris, Leonard Myers, Odell, Alexander H. 
Rice, John H. Rice, Shannon, Sivan, Spalding, Starr,Sweat, 
Thayer, Thomas, Upson, Van Vaikenburgh, Ward, Wil- 

beeler, Williams, Wilson Wiudom. 
and Woodbridge—65. ~ 


NOT VOTING—Mesers. Alley, Andefson, Ashley, Bax- 


, Brooks, 
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mont. Eekley, English, #arnsweorth, Garfield, Mall, Benjas 


William G. Brown, Clay, Creswell, Dawson, Deming, Du- | fore"be Hehtened, bnt it< certainty of furnishing troops fy 
min G. Harris, Higby, Hotchkiss, Hntchins, Lagersoul, | 


Philip Jolinson, Kalbfleiseh, Kasson, Kernan, King, Lean, 


Mallory, McAllister, MeBride, McClurg, McKinney, Mid- i 


dicton, William H. Miller, Moorhead, Nelson, Norton, 
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an abeolute cesential to success, 
Phnve the honor to be your obedient servant, 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary.of War. 
‘o the PRESIDENT. 


Join O'Neill, Perham, Perry, Pike, Pomeroy, Pruyn,Atade |) 7 


tord, William H. Raudall, Edward H. Roitins, James 5; Rol- } Win Debinrmge) 


lins, Ross, Schenck, Smith, Smithers, Stebbins, John B. 
Steele, Stevens, Stiles, Stuart, Elihu B. W ashboarne, 


Webster, Whaley, Wilder, Winfield, Benjamin Wood, 


Fernando Wood, and Yeaman—68. 
So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. 


ing the call for the previous question. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The House was divided; and there were—ayes 
58, noes 43, 

So the previous question was seconded. — 

Mr. CRAVENS demanded tellers on ordering 
the main question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cravens 
and Jencxes were appointed. ” 

The House was divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 52, noes 44. 

So the main question was ordered. 

Mr. WILSON moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the main question was ordered. 

Mr. THAYER moved that the motion to re- 
consider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 

Mr. CRAVENS. Is the bill engrossed? 

The SPEAKER. Itis not, 

Mr. CRAVENS. I call for the reading of the 
engrossed bill. 

Mr. GRINNELL. I hopethe gentleman will 
withdraw that call—will not indulge in that kind 
of cruelty. 

Mr. CRAVENS, 1 will withdraw itif gentle- 
men will withdraw the bill, 

Mr. JENCKES. I move that the ITouse de 
now adjourn. 

Mr. CRAVENS. Gentlemen have not been 
disposed to be gracious in assigning the floor. 

Mr. JENCKES, 1 ,yielded to the gentleman 
all the time LI could. 
withdraw his call for the reading of the engrossed 
bill. 

Mr. CRAVENS. If it. is the desire of the 
House that I shall withdraw it, [ will withdraw it. 
Mr. J. C. ALLEN) I renew the demand. 

Mr. JENCKES. 1 moye that the House do 
now adjourn. : 

‘The motion was notagreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The bill, not being en- 
grossed, goes to the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. JENCKES, at a subsequent time, moved 
to reconsider the yote Ly which the House or- 
dered the bill to be engrossed and. read a third 
time. 

The motion to reconsider, was entered. 


MBSSAGE FROM THE ‘PRESIDENT. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the 
President of the United’ States} which was read, 
as follows: , 

Wasnineton, D, C., June 8, 1854, 
To the Sénate and House of Representatives : 

I have the honorto submit for the consideration of Con- 
gress a fetter und inclosure from the Secretary of War, 
with my ceneurrence in tie recommendation therein. made. 

AUKAHAM LINCOLN. 


War Department, 
Wasuineton Ciry, June 7, 1864. 


Str: I beg leave to submit to you a-report anade to me 
by the Provost Marshal General, showing the result of the 
draft now going on to fill the deficieucy in the quotas of 
certain States, and recommending wrepeal in the clauseof 
the enrollment act commonly kiown «as the $300 clause, 

The recommendation of the Provost Marshal General is 
approved by this Department; andl trust that it will be rec- 
ommended by you to Congress. ' The reéentsuecesses that 
have attended our armesdead to the hope that byimaintain 
ing our military strength and giving it such inerease asthe 
extended field of operations may reggie ae early termina- 
tion of the war may be attained.’ But to accomplish this 
it is absolutely necessary that efficient means be taken, 

I. promptness, to keep the Ammy up to its 
supply deficiencies oceasioned by the losses 
ie field. To that end resort must be had to 

ple‘experience has now shown thiit thre pe- 
euniary exempUon from service frustrates the object of the 
enrollment law by furnishing money instead of men. 

Anadlitional reason for repealing the $300 clause is that 
{tts contemplated to make the draft for a comparatively 









j 
Mr. CRAVENS demanded tellers on second- 


L ask the gentleman to | 


Provost MARSHAL GENERAL'S OFTICe, 
W asHIneTon, D. C., June6, O64. 

Sir: In accordance with the amended enroliment act 
approved February 24, \864,and your orders on the subject, 
fam now conducting a draft in various sub-distriets for 
their respective deficiencies on quotas of troops heretofore 
assigned. ‘The results of this draft, so far as shown by 
reports to this date, are worthy of attention, They are, 
briefly, as follows: 


Number of drafted men examined..........-ss000: 14,741 
Number exempted for physical debitity..... 4,it#4 


Number exempted tor all other causes...... 2,642 


' 
! 
| 
i 
| 
| 
Total number exempted........... bu dee dv wn ob. 7,016 
| 








Namber paid commutation monev.......... 5,050 
Number who have turuished substioutes.... 1.416 
Number held for personal service........... 1,259 





(This last Includes some wio may yet pay 
commutation money.) 

‘Total not exempted......... Waheon deccichdabce F725 

These reports come from sub-districts in eight different 
States. | invite your attention to the small proportion of 
soldiers being obtained under the existing law. [see no 
reason to believe that the Army can be materially strength- 
ened by draft £0 long as the $300 clause is in foree, nor do 
I think it safe to assame that the commutation paid by a 
drafted man will enable the Government to procure a vol- 
unteer or substitute in his place. T do not think that large 


bounties by the United States should be again resorted to | 


for raising troops. IT recommend that the $300 clause, as 
it is known, be repealed. 
j am, sir, very respectiully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Provost Marshal General. 
| Hon. E. M. Stanron, Secretary of War. 
| 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I movethatthe com- 
munication be referred to the Committee on Mili- 
| tary Affairs and printed, with leave to the com- 
mittee to report at any time. 
The SPEAKER. The latter part of the mo- 
tion requires unanimous consent. 
Mr. PENDLETON. I object to that. 
| Mr. FARNSWORTH. 1 withdraw the latter 
| part of the motion. 
| The motion, as modified, was agreed to. 
| The SPEAKER, The next business in order 
| is the consideration of business from the Com- 
| mittee for the District of Columbia. 


WATER TAX IN GEORGETOWN. 


| Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio, from the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, reported back, with a 
|| recommendation that itdo pass, anaet (S. No. 129) 
|| to amend an act entitled **Anact to authorize the 
| corporation of Georgetown, itt the Distriet of 
‘| Columbia, to lay and collect a water tax, and for 
|| other pttrposes,’’ approved May 21, 1862. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio, moved ‘to ‘reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; nnd also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was'agreed to. 


SIXTH STREET WEST. 
} 





Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio, from the Committee for 


the District of Columbia, reported back, with an | 


amendment in the nature of a substitute, a bill 
(H.R. No. 364) authorizing the opening of Sixth 
street west. 
The substitute was,to.strike out all after the 
enacting clause, and 10 insert the following: 
That the corporation of the city of Washington be, and 


are jhereby, authorized aud required to apen Sixth street 
west from the canal to Maine avente, under the direction 
t 
i 





of the Commissioner of Public Buildings, in accordance 
with a plan approved,in May, 1822, ny James Monfor, 
President of the United States. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Minois. I would like 
to hear some explanation of that bill. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. The House, I eup- 
pose, is well aware that according toa plan ap- 
proved by President Monroe in 1822, Sixth street 
|| west was exténled through and aeross the Gov- 

ernment reservation west of the Capitol: I egn- 

not see any’reason why thatstreet should not be 
|| extended aecerding to the original plan. It is 
one of the important streets of this city. “The 
wharf at the footiof Sixtirsireet is one of the best 


|| and most important landings we have, and ‘the | 
stort term. The burden of mitary service will there | 


fact thatthe street ja clawed across the reservation 


' 
i 
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compels the citizens of that street to go around 
by Fonr-and-a-half street, and compels persons 
going to Alexandria to go by that street also, or 
|| by Seventh street. I can see no reagon or pro- 
| priety in this state of things. 
i) Mr. WASEBURNE, of Hlinois. Then [ un- 
derstand the object of the bill is to open the street 
|| So that passengers can pass along it across the 
|| canal and through the reservation over on to the 
\ island. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. Thatis the object, 
Mr. J.C. ALLEN. f would inquire if the ob- 
| struction of Sixth street is in violation of the 
| 
. 


Monroe doctrine? If so, I will go for the bill. 
| (Laughter. ] 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois: The bill is 
earrying out the Monroe doctrine, a@ it is in ac- 
cordance with the plans of President Monree. 
| Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. The original plan was 
|| approved by President Mogroe. 
|| ‘The substitute was agreed to. 
|| ‘The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en- 
|| grossed and read a third time; and being engrossed, 
|, it was accordingly read the third me, and passed. 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Mlinois. 1 move to 
| amend the title by inserting after the word * au- 
| thorizing’’ the words *‘ and requiring.”” 
| The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr.. MORRIS, of Ohio; moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table, 
| The latter motion was agreed to. 


\| SERVICE OF PROCHSS. 
|| Mr. PATTERSON, from the Gommittce for 
| the Distyict of Columbia, reported back bill of 
| the House No. 434, to authorize bailiffs of the 
orphans’ court in the county of Washington, 
District of Columbia, to serve process issued by 
said court,.and for other purposes. 
The bill was. ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 
~ Mr. PATTERSON moved to reconsider the 








vote. by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 


. The latter motion was agreed to. @ 





SCIIOOLS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. PATTERSON, from the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, reported back, with an 
amendment in the ngture oF a substitute, bill of 
the Senate No. 26, to provide for the public in- 
struction of youth if the county of Washington, 
District of Columbia. 

Mr.PATTERSON. As this bill has not been 
printed, perhaps I ought to say a word in’the 
way of explanation, re as itisan import- 
ant bill for the Distriet of Columbia. Tt will be 
observed by comparing the Senate bill with the 
substitute, reported by the House committeeythat 
there are several minor amendments, some of 
them intended to perfect the bill, and othets de- 
signed to bring it into more complete conformity 
with the best results of the experience én! these 
States where systems of education Ave igen 
most liberally and successfully sustained. . 

In the twentieth section we have endeavored to 
give efficiency te the system by requiring attend- 
| ance at school.under a penalenactment, Thisis 
in accordance with the school laws-in mest of our 
northern cities, and would seem to be especially 
necessary here, where education hus been so long 
and so generally neglected. 

in the nineteenth section we provide for an in- 
crease of the school fund by requiring all penal- 


ties and forfeitures imposed for the violation of 
the laws of the United States to be paid into the 
hands of certain officers, who are made the ews- 
todians of this fund,and are required ~o.expend it 
for school purposes. 
But the most important feature of the amend- 
ment is to be found in the seventeenth and eigh- 
teenth sections,and in the proviso to the,nine- 
teenth section, which provides for separate schools 
'| for the colored children of theDistrict. To ac- 
|| complish this we have provided that such a pro- 
'| portion of the entire.schoo) fund shall be sehapart 
|| for this purpose as thenumber of colored children 


| between the ages of #ix and seventeen bear to the 





whole number of children in the District. 
These ‘are the’ principal points of difference 
| between the Senate bill and the substitute report- 
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ed by the Committee for the District of Columbia, 


I may say that the committee were unanimous in 
their approval of these provisions, and J trust 
that that foreshadows the unanimity in the House, 

We may have differences of opinion in regard 
to the proper policy to be pursued in respect to 
slavery; but we all concur in this, that we have 
been brought to a juncture in our national affairs 
in which four millions of a degraded race lying far 


below the average civilization of the age and de- | 


pressed by an almost universal prejudice are to be 
set free in our midst, The question now is, what 
is our first duty in regard to them? 


WAR NEWS. 


The SPEAKER. With the permission of the 
a from New Hampshire the Chair will 
ay before the House a communication from the 
Secretary of War. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

War Department, Wasninoton City, 
Wepwespay, June 8, 1864, 12 noon. 

Sin: A dispatch from General Grant dated at five min- 
utes past three yesterday afternoon reports: “All has been 
very quiet to-day. No casualties reported.” 

A dispatch from General Sherman dated at Acworth 
yesterday evening at half past six says: “I have been to 
Alatoona Pass and find it very admirable for our purpose. 
It is the gate through the last or most eastern spur of the 
Alleghanies. It now becomes as useful to us as it was to 
the enemy, being easily defended from either direction. 
‘The roads hence from Acworth into Georgia are large and 
good, and the country more open.”’ Details of the position 
of our troops and contemplated movements are given, but 
are not needed for public information. ‘The dispatch further 
states that * the enemy is not in our immediate front, but 
his signals are seen on Lost mountain and Keneshaw.”’ 

Dispatches from General Canby dated June 3 have been 
received, which report satisfactory progress in the organi- 
zation of his command. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 


Secretary of War. 
Hon. Scuuyter Courax, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


SCHOOLS IN THE DISTRICT——AGAIN. 


Mr. PATTERSON. I think there can be no 
difference of opinion on this, that it is our duty 
to give to this people the means of education, 
that they may be prepared for all the privileges 
which we may desire to give them hereafter. 

f move the previous question on the bill. 

The pre®ious question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The substitute reported by the committee was 
agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading; 
and it was accordingly reafl the third time, and 


passed. . 

Mr. PATTERSON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was.agreed to. 


WASHINGTON CITY RAILROAD. 


Mr. DAVIS, of New York, from the Com- 
mittee for the Districtof Columbia, reported back, 
with a recommendation that it do pass, a bill 
(H. R. No. 495) to amend an act entitled “An 
act to incorporate the Washington and George- 

‘town Railroad Company.”’ 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York. I move toamend 
the third section by inserting after the word 
** Washington”? the words ‘on relation of the 
complainant;”’ so’ that it will read: 


Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That for euch and 
every violation of the foregoing provisions the said com- 
pany shall forfeit and pay a suin not less than five dollars 
and not more than $100, which may be recovered with costs 
of suit, on complaint of any person aggrieved, in any court 
of competent jurisdiction in the District of Columbia. 
Such action may be prosecuted in the name of the city of 
Washington, on relation of the complainant, and one half 
of the penalties recovered shall be for the use of the city of 
cor and the other half for the use of the com- 
plainant. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. DAVIS, of New York. I move toamend 


by striking out the proviso to the third section, 
as follows: 


Provided, however, That any party complainant shall, 
before commencing such action, file with the clerk of the 
supreme court of the District of Columbia a bond to be 
everoved by: the at e the re pal gy at least one 
surety, tobe approv y said clerk, and in a penalty of 
$100, conditioned thatthe complainant shall well and duty 
suve harmless and indemnify the said city against the pay- 
ment of all costs and charges which shall be recovered 
agatnst said city by reason of the failure of the complainant 
to prosecute or maintain his said complaint. 


And inserting in lieu thereof as follows: 
Provided, however, That in no event shall the city of 





w 
judgment may be rendered against the relator of all costs, 
in case of his failure to prosecute or maintain his complaint. 
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ashington be liable for any costs in any such suit, when || is wrong to go in the street cars. There is no 
feeling of reverence for the Sabbath involved in 
the question. We are obliged now to keep livery 
|| stables o 
1 move to || 
amend the first section by striking out “* three’’ || ment. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


and inserting *‘ two,’’ so that it will read, ** that | 


the railroad company shall run one careach way i 


every two minutes.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York. I move toamend 
by inserting at the end of section six as follows: 


Each of which tickets shall entitle the holder to one 
passage in any car of the company for any distance on either 
main line of railway, or on either branch thereof, or between 
the terminus of either of said branches and any point on 
said railway or branch. 

So as to make it read: 


Bec. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of said company, within twenty days from and after 
the passage of this act, to have prepared tickets for passage 
on their cars, and to keep them at their office for sale by 
the package of twenty-five, or over, at the rate of twenty- 
five for the dollar; each of which tickets, &c. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DAVIS, of New York. I move to amend 
the bill by inserting the following as an additional 
section: . 


“And be it further enacted, That if the said railroad com- 
pany «hall refuse or neglect to make the returns required 
by the dct, it shall forfeit and pay, for the use of the Treas- 
ury of the United States, the sum of $100 per day for each 
and every day of such neglect; and it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Senate to notify the district attorney 
of the United States for the District of Columbia of such 
refusal or neglect, and he shall forthwith commence pro- 
ceedings for the recovery of the penalties aforesaid. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DRIGGS. I move to amend the first sec- 
tion of the bill by adding the words ‘‘ every day, 
including Sunday ;”’ so that it willread,*‘ that from 
and after the passage of this act the Washington 
and Georgetown Railroad Company.shall, during 
all sessions of Congress, run one car cach way 
every day, including Sunday, every two min- 
utes. 

Mr. BEAMAN. Itseems to me, Mr. Speaker, 
that that is rather too stringenta provision. Even 
if the propriety of runniag the cars on Sunday | 
be conceded, it is not necessary that they shall 
run so frequently as on week days. 

Mr. DRIGGS. AsI prepared may amendment 
in a hurry, I will say briefly to the House what 
it is that I aeitee toaccomplish. I think thatthe 
existing law, if properly construed, means that 
the cars shall run every day of the week. I with- 


‘draw the amendment which I offered, and will 


substitute this for it: 


Provided, That the Company shall hereafter cause the 
ears to be run on said road and all its branches each and 
every day of the week. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I want to call the attention 
of the gentleman from Michigan to the fact that 
while it is important that cars shall run on Sun- 
days on account of the hospitals at thetermini of 
the road on Seventh and Fourteenth streets and 
Pennsylvania avenue, it isa matter of the utmost 
importance that the cars should run on that da 
especially for the convenience not only of the citi- 
zens generally, but of ladies and men who are 
visiting this capital for the purpose of seeing pa- 
tients at the hospitals. 

Mr. DRIGGS. If the gentleman will allow 


me—— 

Mr. HOLMAN. While it is a matter of the 
first importance that the street cars should run 
on Sunday, still there is not the same necessity 
to have them run as frequently on Sunday as on 
other days of the week. I think, therefore, on 
Sundays that the cars should not be required to 
run oftener than every fifteen or twenty minutes. 

Mr. DRIGGS. Mr. Speaker, it is well known 
that in all the principal cities where they were 
originally opposed to the running of ears on Sun- 
day they have after experience been compelled to 
yield their objection. It has been found necessary 
to have the cars run on Sunday for the transit 
from one portion to another of persons who desire 
to attend to the Sabbath services at the different 
churches, Now there is no city where the ears 
are-more needed on Sunday than Washington. 
It is well known that we cannot go about to the 
several hospitals unless at vast expense for coach 
hire. Last Sunday I was compelled to pay $8 
for the use of a carriage forone hour. If it is not 
wrong to go out in carriages I do not see why it 
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n on Sunday as well as other days. 
Mr. STROUSE. I am in favor of the amend- 


Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. With the permission 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania | will move 
a substitute for the amendment of the gentleman 
from Michigan. I think it will better accomplish 
the object which he seeks. I move that there be 
a provision that the cars shall be run on such rail- 
way according to the original act. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hilinois. 
will cover the whole case. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. According to the ori- 
ginal act they are required to run every five min- 
utes on Pennsylvania avenue, and on Seventh and 
Fourteenth streets every fifteen minutes. 

Mr. STROUSE. r. Speaker, I am in favor 
of this amendment; and when I say that, I have 
leave aiso to say that I yield to no man in my 
devotion to the sentiment and feeling of strict ob- 
servance of the Sabbath day. But, sir, I look on 
it as a mockery to suspend the running of the 
street cars on that day in this or any other city, 
when we permit, not only permit but grant agen- 
eral license to everybody who can afford it to ride 
in his or her carriage to church or any other place 
on thatday. You or any member here can hire 
a barouche or phztonand go toany place of pub- 
lic worship on Sunday morning; there is nothing 
wrong in that, forsooth; but the poor man, the la- 
boring man and his family cannot have the street 
cars either to goto church or to refresh them- 
selves from the heat and dust of the city in the 
green fields of the country. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I say to you and to this 
House that we must exercise a more enlarged 
liberality, a little more feeling and disposition 
toward securing the means for the benefit and 
comfort of the masses of our people, and not alone 
for the favored few. Let these street cars run on 
Sunday. Let the laboring man, he who works 
from morn to night and earns his daily bread by 
the Sweat of his face, use them to go wherever he 
pleases for five cents. Let us act in a liberal 
spirit. There is no outrage on any religious ob- 
servance due to thatday. We can afford to be 
liberal in this country. Let him who goes to 
chapel, let him who goes to the green fields and 
meadows around here, let the servant-maid, the 
washerwoman, ome oeey, in fact, who chooses 
to, ride in these cars on Sunday as well as any 
other day. Let them have the same privilege as 
those who are able to ride in carriages. Let us 
act fairly and impartially. 

1 am glad we have at last a question devoid of 
party politics; one in which we do not find the 
inevitable negro. I see that we have cars where 
** colored persons”’ areadmitted. I have not the 
slightest objection to that; if they pay they have 
the right to ride. AsI have already said, we ought 
to act in a liberal spirit toward the citizens of 
Washington. 

But now, sir, the city of Washington has be- 
come truly metropolitan, and the cars run from 
the navy-yard to Georgetown, and from the river 
to the extreme northern limits of the city, and 
we may have other roads. The world is moving; 
let us move with it. Let the cars run every day. 
There should be no objection here, and whatever 
the feelings, sentiments, and opinions of our 
friends here may be in relation to a violation of 
the Sabbath, let them sink such considerations 
when they remember that those who can afford 
to, ride in their carriages everywhere and any- 
where on the Sabbath; whereas the poor man is 
obliged.to walk or remain at home for want of a 
conveyance. Now Washington has become an 
important place. The population, permanent 
residents and sojourners, amounts to two hundred 
thousand, and they want facilities of locomotion 
from one part of the city to another. 

We ure the Legislature of the District; we make 
the laws, and we have no right to stint or circum- 
scribe any right or privilege the citizens may de- 
mand. us act with a liberal, humane, chari- 
table, and enlarged spirit, and let us grant what 
the people demand for the benefit of “all classes, 
irrespective of any private feelings, private con- 
siderations, or sinister motives. 

Mr. HALE, | trust this amendment will not 
prevail, We surely are not going to set an ex- 
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ample to the people of this country of such a vio- 
lation of the Sabbath day as this amendment 
would bring about. If gentlemen have no con- 
scientious scruples on the subject, some respect 
at jeastis due to those whohave. The Congress 
of the United States should not at any time, but 
least of all now, authorize any act which, in the 
estimation of a large portion of the American peo- 
ple, involves a violation of the law of God. 

So far as I know, no city in the Union author- 
izes or compels street cars to run on Sunday. 

Mr. DRIGGS. The gentleman is mistaken, 
The cars are authorized to run on Sunday in Bos- 
ton, New York, Detroit, ond many other cities. 

Mr. HALE. I was not aware of the fact, and 
I am sorry to hear that itis so. I did not sup- 
pose there was any city in this country which 
permitted cars to run on Sunday. [ still hope 
there are none which compels a corporation to 
violate the Sabbath as this amendment does. 

I certainly shall never vote to permit, much less 
require, a corporation of our own creation to vio- 
late what I believe to be alawofGod. There is 
no necessity for it in this case. The street rail- 
road has only been in use here for a comparatively 
short time, and people got along without street 
cars any day in the week, but now they say we 
cannot do without carson Sanday, They are no 
doubt a great convenience on week days, but on 
Sundays as all the offices ave closed members 
cannot use them for that purpose. ; 

The principal reason given for compelling the 
company to run cars on Sunday is thatthe rails 
lead out te one or two hospitals in the neighbor- 
hood, and a few members of Congress’ would be 
accommodated easier or cheaper than in any other 
way in getting tothem. This reason would be 
wholly insufficient if there were no other means of 
conveyance, as the distance is by no means too 
great to walk; but there are, and always will be, 
ample modes of getting there without using the 
cars. By this law we compel the drivers and con- 
ductors of these cars to work on Sunday, on pain 
of losing their places if they are too conscientious 
to break what they may regard as a law of God. 

The horses, too, who drag these cars six days 
in a week are fairly entitled to rest on the seventh, 
by the law of humanity as well asthe ‘higher 

w. 

I make no impeachment of the motives or prin- 
ciples of gentlemen who advocate this measure; 
but I doubt the wisdom and policy of it, to say 
nothing of its moral aspect, which with me is 
conclusive, as I could not vote for it without doing 
what I regard a moral wrong. 

I therefore earnestly hope the House will not 
adopt the amendment. 

_Mr. DAVIS, of New York, demanded the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. I ask the gentleman 
to withdraw that until I can perfect the amend- 
ment, 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York. 
purpose. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. My amendment isto 
add to the end of the first section the following: 

Provided, That on Sundays the said company shall run 
cars at the same intervals of time as prescribed in the ori- 
ginal law for other days of the week. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York. 
mand for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded. 


Mr. CHANLER. My object in rising is not 
so much to enter upon a discussion of the re- 
ligious aspects of the matter as to address myself 
to a practical aspect of the question. I should be 
very sorry if, in voting against the gentleman who 
last spoke, | should be considered as acting con- 
trary to religious rules, or to the good of society; 
but experience in New York has proved that one 
of the best means of controlling that element of 
disorder which is set at liberty on Sundays in the 
streets of the city, is to furnish them with cheap 
means of getting out of the city and dispersing 
through thecountry. If left in the city they horde 
in places which certainly are objectionable, and: 
where they indulge in the lowest habits. By 
tempting them out in the fresh air we remove 
them from the very sourees of vice. 

The main question was then ordered. 

Mr. HALE demanded the yeas and nays on 
agreeing to the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


I yield for that 


I renew the ce- 





: 
| 
| 


| 
| 








The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 59, nays 40, not voting 83; 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, Alli- | 

son, Ames, Ancona, Arnold, Augustus C. Baldwin, Baxter, 
James 8. Brown, Chanter, Coffroth, Cole, Cox, Cravens, | 
Henry Winter Davis, Thomas T. Davis, Dawes, Donnelly, 
Driggs, Eden, Edgerton, Eldrklge, Farnsworth, Fenton, 
zanson, Herrick, Holman, Hooper, Ingersoll, Jenckes, 
Kalbfleisch, Francis W. Kellogg, Knapp, Law, Le Blond, 
Long, Marcy, Marvin, McDowell, McIndoe, Morrill, James 
R. Morris, Morrison, Leonard Myers, Noble, Patterson, 
Pendleton, Alexander H, Rice, Robinson, Scott, Shannon, 
Starr, Swouse, Tracy, Voorhees, Ward, Eliiu &.Wash- 
burne, Wheeler, and Williams—59, 

NAYS—Messrs. John D. Baldwin, Beaman, Boutwell, 
Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, Denison, Dixon, Eliot, 
Finck, Frank, Hale, Charles M. Harris, Higby, Asahel W. 
Hubbard, John H. Hubbard, Hulburd, Julian, King, Little- 
john, Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Odell, Charlies O'Neill, 
Orth, Price, Samuel J. Randall John H. Rice, Scofield, 
Sloan, Spalding, William G. Steele, ‘Thayer; ‘Thomas, 
Upson, Van Vaikenburgh, Wadsworth, William B. Wash- 
burn; Joseph W. White, Wilson, and Woodbridge—40. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Alley, Anderson,Ashley, Baily, 
Blaine, Francis P. Blair, Jacob B. Blair, Bliss, Blow, Boyd, 
Brandegee, Brooks, William G. Brown, Freeman Clarke, 
Clay, Cobb, Creswell, Dawson, Deming, Dumont, Eck- 
ley, English, Garfiéld, Gooch, Grider, Grinnell, Griswold, | 
Hall, Harding, Harrington, Benjamin G. Harris, Hotch- 
kiss, Hutchins, Philip Johnson, William Johnson, Kas 
son, Kelley, Orlando Kellogg, Kernan, Lazear, 
Longyear, Mallory, McAllister, McBride, McClurg, Me- 
Kinney, Middleton, Samuel F. Miller, William H. Miller, 
Moorhead, Nelson, Norton, John O'Neill, Perham, Perry, 
Pike, Pomeroy, Pruyn, Radford, William H. Randall, Ro- 
gers, Edward H. Rollins, James 8. Rollins, Ross, Schenck, 
Smith, Smithers, Stebbins, John B. Stecle, Stevens, Stiles, 
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Stuart, Sweat, Webster, Whaley, Chilton A. White, Wil- |} 


der, Windom, Winfield, Benjamin Wood, Fernando Wood, 
and Yeaman—83, 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York, moved the pre- 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. PRICE moved to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

Mr. HALE demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was put; and the House refused | 
to lay the bill upon the table. 

Mr. THAYER demanded the yeas and nays 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 61, nays 36, not voting 85; 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Janes C, Allen, William J. Allen, Ames, 
Ancona, Arnold, Augustus C, Baldwin, Baxter, Jacob B, 
Biair, James S. Brown, Chanler, Coffroth, Cole, Cravens, 
Henry Winter Davis, Thomas T. Davis, Dawes, Donnelly, 
Driggs, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, Eliot, Farnsworth, Fen- 
ton, Grider, Harrington, Herrick, Holman, Ingersoll, 
Jenckes, Kalbfleiscli, Kelley, Knapp, Law, Le Blond, Lit- 
tlejohn, Long, Marcy, Marvin, McDowell, MeIndoe, Mor- 
rili, James R. Morris, Morrison, Leonard Myers, Noble, 
Odell, Patterson, Pendleton, Robinson, Scott, Shannon, 
Starr, Strouse, Tracy. Van Valkenburgh, Ward, Elihu 
B. Washburne, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, and Wil- 
liams—61. 

NAYS—Messrs. John D. Baldwin, Beaman, Broomall, 
Ambrose W. Clark, Cobb, Denison, Dixon, Finek, Frank, 
Hale, Chartes M. Harris, Higby, Asahel W. Hubbard, Jonn 
H. Hubbard, Halburd, Julian, Francis W. Kellogg, King, 
Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Cliaries O'Neill, Orth, Price, 
Samuel J. Randall, John H. Rice, Scofield, Spalding, Wil- 
liain G. Steele, Thayer, ‘Thomas, Upson, Wadsworth, Wil- 
liam B. Washburn, Joseph W. White, Wilson, and Wood- 
bridge—36. | 

NOT VOTING—Meessrs. Alley, Allison, Anderson, Ash- 
ley, Baily, Blaine, Francis P. Blair, Bliss, Blow, Bout- 
well, Boyd, Brandegee, Brooks, William G. Brown, Free- 
man Clarke, Clay, Cox, Creswell, Dawson, Deming, 
Dumont, Eckley, English, Ganson, Garfield, Gooch, Grin- 
nell, Griswold, Hall, Harding, Benjamin G. Harris, Hooper, 
Hotchkiss, Hutchins, Philip Johnson, William Jolson, 
Kasson, Orlando Kellogg, Kernan, Lazear, Loan, Long- 

ear, Mallory, McAllister, McBride, McClurg, McKinney, 

iddleton, Samuel F. Miller, William H. Miiter, Moor- 
head, Nelson, Norton, John O'Neill, Perham, Perry, Pike, 
Pomeroy, Pruyn, Radford, William H. Randal, Alexander 
H. Rice, Rogers, Edward H. Rollins, James 8. Kollins, Ross, 
Schenck, Sloan, Sinith, Smithers, Stebbins, John B. steele, 
Stevens, Stiles, Stuart, Sweat, Vooritees, Webster, Wha- 
ley, Wilder, Windom, Winfield, Benjamin Wood, Fer- 
nando Wood, and Yeaman—85. 


So the bill was passed. 
Mr. DAVIS, of New York, moved to recon- 


sider the vote by which the bill was passed; and 


also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
WAR NEWS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 





vious question on the passage of the bill. | 
| 
| 


on the passage of the bill. | 
| 


—— 
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lowing communication, just received from the 
War Department: 
War Derartwent, Wasutvoron Crry, 
Wepvnesvay, June 8, 1864, 1.30 p. m. 

Srr: A dispateh from Mr. Dana, at General Grant’s head- 
quarters, dated last night at 8.30 p, m., announces a victory 
by General Hunter over the rebels beyond Staunton, and 
that the rebel Gencral Jones was killed ou the baitle-field. 
The dispatch is as follows: 

** Richmond Examiner of to-day speaks of the defeat of 
General W. E, Jones by General Hunter, twelve miles be- 
yond Staunton, Virginia, General Jones killed on the field. 
His successor retired to Waynesboro’, and now bolde 
mountains between Charlottesville and Staunton. The 
paper further states that ‘no hospitals or stores were cap- 
tured by Hunter,’ ” 


Another dispateh announces that our forces occupy 
Staunton. 


Hunter’s victory and that our troops occupy Staunton is 


confirmed by the following dispatch jast received from 
General Butler: 


“All quiet on my line, Richmond papers of June 7 give 
intelligence ofa fight at Mount Crawtord between General 
Hunter and General Jones, in which Hunterwas victorious 
and Jones, rebel commahder, was killed. Staunton was 


afterwards occupied by the Union forces. The fighting was 
on Sunday.” 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 


Secretary of Mar, 
Hon. Scnvyrer Cotrax, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
General applause on the floor and in the gal- 
leries followed the reading of the communication. 


VOTES RECORDED. 


Mr. COX asked and obtained unanimous ¢on- 
sent to have his vote recorded on the passage of 
the tariff bill. He voted **no.”’ 

Mr. J. C. ALLEN asked and obtained sim- 
ilar consent, stating that he had been absent by 
reason of sickness when the vote was taken. He 
voted ** no.’’ 

Mr. L. MYERS asked and obtained similar 
consent in reference to the vote on the passage of 
the bill for the punishment of guerrillas. He 
voted ‘*ay.”” 


WASHINGTON GAS-LIGHT COMPANY. 


Mr. DAVIS, of New York, from the Committee 
for the District of Columbia, reported back, with 
amendments, the bill (S. No. 77) to amend the act 
incorporating the Washington Gas-Light Com- 


any. 

The bill provides that from and after March 1, 
1864, the Washington Gas-Light Company shall 
not receive from consumers more than thirty- 
three and a third cents per hundred cubic feet of 
gas furnished by it, subject to a discount of not 
less than ten per cent. on all bills for gas if paid 
at the office of the company within five days from 
the rendition thereof, provided all arrears have 
been paid. 

The first amendment reported from the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia was to strik 
out the word ‘* March”’ and ineert in lieu thereo 
the word ** June.”’ 

Mr. TRACY. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting the words *‘ from and after the 
passage of this act,”’ 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to; and the amendment as amended was then 
agreed to. 


The next amendment reported from the Com- 
mittee for the District of Colambia was to insert 
before the words ‘‘ from consumers’’ the words 
‘** more than thirty-one cents per hundred cubic 
feet of gas furnished by it to the Government, 
nor.”” 

Mr. PATTERSON. Mr. Speaker, I regret 
that the Committee for the District of Columbia 
has not been unanimous in its action on this bill. 
There are, | think, other interests to be protected 
by that committee and by this House besides 
those of the Washington Gas-Light Company, 
or of any other corporation. After this bill lrad 
been introduced in the House, a memorial from 
the common council and aldermen of the city of 
Washington and signed by the mayor was laid 
before us, earnestly protesting against any in- 
crease in the price of gas. 1 will read a protest 
and petition signed by hundreds of the people of 
this city which was also laid before our com- 
mittec: 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America: 


The uudersigned, residents and gas consumers of the 
city of Washington, respectfully provest against any in- 
crease in the price of gas, believing such increase to be 
unjust and unfair toward the people of said city; and also 
pray your honorable bodies to grant an act of incorporation 
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to the “People’s Gas-Light Company,” who agree to fur- | 


nieh the United States Government, corporation of Wash 
, and citizens with #2459 per thousand feet— 
pow charged in other targe eities of the 


ingion gas for 
the tame as ie 
Union. 

It was such representations from the people 
and the authorities of the city that induced the 
rity of the committee to investigate this sub- 
ject We find as the result of our inquiries that 
in Brooklyn, New York, and Boston the gas 
companies charge only $3 50 per thousand feet for 
gas, paying the Government tax themselves, whiile 
in the city of Washington, where the average 


trainee 


cost of gas to the Government and the people, | 
after deducting the discount of ten per cent., is | 


$2 61, that tax is imposed upon the consumers, 


The stoek of the New York gascompanies which | 


charge ouly §2 50 per thousand fect is very much 
above par. The fifty dollar shares of one of these 


companies are selling at $300, which is an ad- | 


vance of six hundred per cent. If the represent- 
ations of this Washington company, in respect 
to the cost of making gas and the necessity of 


suspending operauions at present prices are cor~ | 


rect, how could that be the fact in relation to the 
New York companies? 

One werd now in relation to the profits of the 
Washington Gas-Light Company of this city in 
previous years. According to the statement of 
the superintendent of these worka, the company 
has reserved $50,000 from its profits since its or- 
ganization in 1848, which it has expended in re- 


pairs and the extension of its pipes and mains, | 


and in addition to this has cleared a net profit of 
seven and one fifth per cent. on ail the capital 
invested from the first. Lt is admitted, also, that 
they have divided a dividend of ten per cent. per 
annum since January, 1856, to January, 1864, at 
which time they failed to declare a dividend. 

These statements should be taken in connection 
with the fact that the original outlay of $50,000 
inthe erection of rosin works was nearly all sunk 
in the failure of those works. 


In 1852 the capital stock was increased by an | 


act of Congress to $300,000. This was expended 
in the erection of the island works and the exten- 
sion of mains. 


sion should entitle him to credit,and who was 
formerly the superintendent of the company, that 
members of the company were the original con- 
tractors of this work and sub-let it from twenty- 
five to forty cents on the original sum payable in 
stock, and by selling the remaining stock at and 
above par realized by the operation at least one 
half of the $300,000.08 profit. 

Bat, sir, instead of @50,000, it may be shown 
that more than $250,000 have been laid aside from 
the profits of this company in addition to the 
ennual dividends of ten per cent. 

The original capital stock by the act of July 8, 1848, 

WOE cae bn 0s bi 9.00040 bdanegs 0400000 ce aban een -. 850000 
Increase of capital stock, by the act of Augnst 2, 

1852, expended according to Mr, Brown’s state- 

ment in erecting the island works and laying ten 

miles Of malts by... .cccccccvesstddeccsece bees 


Forty-six miles of mains jaid averaging, say sev- 





GUEY-VE CON POTION ccs cccccccsccee -sscace T&1,000 | 
Gas meters aiid serviCes......cccsceecseeereeeves 50,000 
Taal CAst occe>rdcmeeniss 4°t020,0090Ker > severe 201,000 | 


Deducting the amount alleged to be due and out. 





GPU pec capavebetvecdoctecebeceesd cote cave 
Profits expended in warks....... >A Ke oem oe seen e 8700,009 





In this communication I wish to lay before the 
House a correspondence carried on in 1862 be- 
tween Mr, Brown and Commodore Smith, chief 
of the Bureau of Yards and Doeks. ‘The. first is 
a letter from Mr, Brown, called out by a.section 
in the naval.appropriation bill making provision 
for the erection of gas worksat the navy-yard: 


Orrick Gas-Licur Company, 
Wasutneton, July 22, 1862. 

Dean Commopore: T notice in the naval appropriation 
bill an ithm for. gus works at the Washington nagy-yard. 

Bince the estimate wasapproved by yoa for this expend- 

fture Congress his (by act of July 11, 1862,) redaced the 
wice of gas to all cousumers, fixing the net cost to the 
soverument at Only 82 52 per thousand feet, instead of 
95 15 as heretofore, being tie very heavy reduction ofsixty- 
three cents, and allowing only two cents more per thousand 
than is paid la New York, Boston, Bakimore, &e. 

I speak from an experience of fourteen years in the busi- 
ness, and am not mistaken when I aver that this is less 
than gas can be made and distributed for at any works 
which muy be erected at the navy-yard so jong ds coal costs 
by the twenty thousand tons eight doliars in the sheds, as 
is now the case. 


| aniium, aud to take the navy-yard consuysption from us 
| now would reduce it to less than one per cent., and thus 
| involve a loss to us of the whole sun expended, as before 


| mitto be done. 


a 


| J. F. Brown, Esq., Secretary (in charge) Washington Gas- | 





And, sir,it was stated before the | 
committee by a gentleman whose sacred profes- | 


300,000 | 
Cost of present works and-holders, built in 1868., 200,000 


231,000 | 





HE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


This company, at the instance of the Government, ex- | 
pended hearly twenty thousand dollars to carry its mais, | 
&e., from the Capitol tothe navy-yard, for the particular ae- 
commodation of that establishment; as there was no pros- 
pectotnor has there been any private cousumption of gas ou 
the fine at all justifying such an outlay. ‘The clear profit on 
this whole tine of mains has not reached five per cent. per 





remarked, at the instance of, and as an accommodation to, 
the Government. This injustice 1 know you will not per- |! 
The company thinks in common fairness || 
it bas a right to furnish all the gas used by the Government | 
in Washington, since that same Government, by the exer- 
cise of a @restionable power, has so seriously reduced the 


price of gas as to hazard the very existence of the com- 


pany; for the price of $2 52 allows only a profit of three | 
cents per thousand feet beyond the actual cost of gas atour | 
couuter in 1861, and of course we ean only live By a largely | 
increased consumption of gas, (which was the argument | 
used in Congress to justify a réduction in price,) instead of | 
a withdrawal of so heavy a consumer as the navy-yard. 
I have the honor, &e. 

J. F. BROWN, Secretary in charge. 

Commodore Smirn, Chief Bureau, §c. 


Now, will the Clerk read the Commodore’s | 


The Clerk read, as follows: 


| $5,050. 





reply? | 


Navy DerartMENT, 
Bureau or Yarps anv Docks, July 23, 1862. | 
Str: I have received and duly considered your letter of | 
the 22d instant. | 
Having found the gas bills forthe Washington navy-yard 
so heavy, averaging about $811 permonth, [ considered it | 


my duty to the Government to endeavor to obtain gas ata || 


less cost. 

{ therefore asked an appropriation to erect gas works in 
the yard, and feel confident we can make gas from pe- 
troleum ata cost of not exceeding $1 per thousand cubic 
feet. We pay for gas used at the navy-yard and hospital 
near New York $1 50 per thousand cubic feet. 

Tam, very respectiully, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH SMITH. 


Light Company. | 

Navy, DEPaRTMENT, | 

Bureau or Yarps anv Docks, 4ugust 11, 1862. 

Sir: Your communication of the 22d ultimo, calling 
the attention of the bureau to thé naval appropriation bill 
—item, ‘* gas works”? at the Washington navy-yard—and | 
also reduction of the price of gas to consumers, &c., has | 
been received, and the civil engineer of this bureay con- | 
sulted on the subject. A copy of his report is herewith | 
transmitted. 

Respeetfully, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH SMITH. 
J. F. Brown, Esq., Secretary (in charge) Washington Gas- 

Light Company. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Commodore Smith re- | 
ferred the letter of Mr. Brown to the chief engi- 
veer at the Bureau of Yards and-Dogks for a re- 
port upon its contents. I call the attention of the 
House to his reply. It will be found both inter- 
esting and mstructive: 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

Bureau or YaRps anv Docxs, 
Navy Department, dugust 9, 1262. 

Sir: [have examined the communication from Mr, Jo- 
seph F. Brown, secretary of the Wasbington Gas Company; 
in reference to the construction of gas works at the Wash- | 
ington navy-yard, and respectiully report : t iio 

When the gas was introduced into the yard it was re- 





ported that there was an understanding between tile gas 
company and the Navy Department that if the company 
would extend theit main from the Capitol to the navy-yard 
the Government would become a cousumer at the yard. 1 
have no knowledge of the existence of such awmndersiand- 
ing, except the réportsatthe time; butif such wasthe fact, 
the Department certainly expected and would fave the 
right to claim that the yard shoald be amply supplied with 
gas of good quality. 

The consumption at the yard commenced in July, 1655, 
and from the first there were many complaints of the irreg- 
ular burning.of the gaa and of insufficient Nght.’ On the 
Qad February, 1256, | was obliged to report to the com- 
mandant that since the introduction of the gas there had 
been constant reports and complaints from the watehmen 
of the failure of some of the lawpa to burn regularly, and 
that on several acensions they were :cntirely without gas 
light in the yard. ‘These com piaints continued and becauie 
so frequent, andthe quantity of gas charged became sodarge, 
that on the 27th Jawuary, 1857, only abouteighteen mouths 
after the introduction of the gas inte the yard, | again re+ 
ported on the subject and recommended the erection of gas 
works in the yatd. 

The statements made by Mr. Brown merit particular no- 
tice, and I respectiully eall your attention tosome of them. 
He says: “Puis company, at the instance of the Govern- 
ment, expended nearly $20,000 to-earry its mains, &e., 
from the Capitol to the navy-yard, forte particular accom- 
modation of that establishmeut,.”’ bdo not know what Mr. 
Brown means by “ mains, &c.,"* unless tie means the lamp 

sts, lamps, and side branebes, along the avenue! and 

ighth street, none of which were put up for the particular 
accommodation of tiat establishment, (navy-yard.) The 
only expense which could have been incurred for the ac- 
commodation of the navy-yard is the cost of the mains, 
and that not entirely, beeause the same main supplies.alarge 
nuinber of street lamps, marine headquarters, and private 
consumers, and at this time two Atty hospitals. From a 
very correct map of the city, | find the length of main re- 
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uired to convey gas from the Capitol to the navy-yard is 

312 feet. This pipe can be purchased bere at 55 cents, and 
laid for 16 cents per foot, inaking a total cost of 71 cents per 
foot; but.to provide for contingencies I estimate it.at 80 
cents per fout, making au aggregate of $5,059, instead of 
near $20,000, as stated by Mr. Brown. An examination of 
the gas bills shows that the amount paid the gas company 


| forgas at the navy-yard during seven years is $20,750, 
| How much of this is profit it is diffieuls to determine; but [ 


have no doubt it. is fully 50 per cent., and if so the profit 
has been #10,375, in seven vears, on an expenditure of 
— it for granted iat the main was for the 
exclusive use of the yard, which, however, is not the fact, 
because, as before stated, it supplies a number of street 
lamps, the marine headquarters, and private consumers, 
now a profit of $10,375, on an investment of $5,050, is at 
the rate of more than 205 per cent. it seven years, or very 
nearly 30.per cent. per annum. 
Mr. Brown states that at $2 52 per thousand there is only 
a profit of three cents on the thousand; if this be so, theu 
the profit on the gas supplied to'the yard has been as fol- 
lows: during five and a half years of the seven, the price 
paid was $3 50 per thousand, and the remaining one and 
a Walf year $3 15 per thousand. Ifthe cost of manufac- 
ture fs $2 49, then the profit at $3 50 per thousand fs $1 01 
per thousand, or more than forty per cent. and at $3 15 it 
is sixty-six cents per thousand, or more than twenty-six per 
Celt, 
I haye endeavored to ascertain the cost of the manufac- 
ture of gas in the different cities, and learn from good au- 


|| thority thatin New York, Phitadviphia, and Baltimore, the 
|| cost ranges from nivety ceuts to 1 20 per thousand, and 


there is pretty good evidence thatit does not exceed those 
prices in the fact that the Brooklyn Gas Company. haye 
voluntarily entered into a contract to supply the Brooklyn 
yard for three years at $1 50 per thousand, and this fs cer- 
tainly ata profit, otherwise they would not undertake it. 
Upon the presumption that the Washington company can 


|| manufacture the gas as cheap as the establishments in 
| other cities, I assume $1 20, the highest price named, as 
| the cost of its manufacture, and find their profit for five and 


a half years has been $2 30 per thousand, or more than 191 
per cent, 

The Washington works are probably constructed in the 
best manner, and doubtless they are ably managed ; the 
only canse then which should produce a difference in the 
cost of the wanufacture of gas is a differeuee in the cost 
of coal, which [ presume in ordinary times is not materiat, 

This company scems to exhibit great anxiety to prevent 
the construction of gas works in the yard, that they may 
retain the navy-vardas 2 consuiner. Now, toshow of how 
little value the profit-on that consumption is, if the state- 
meut made by Mr. Brown in regard to the cust of manu- 
facture be correct, [ submit this calewation ; Mr. Brown 
says at $2 52 the profit is only three cents per thousand 
feet, making the actual cost of manufactuting gas 2° 49 per 
thousand. A profit of three cents on‘an expenditure of 
§2 49is about one and two tenths per cent.; and as in ordi- 
nary times, when the workmen are uot employed at night, 
the gas bills for the yard amount to only about $100 per 
month, according to Mr. Browt’s own statement, the profit 
would be only gl 20 per mouth on the whole cousuniption 
of the yard. 

This sum would not pay the expense of attending the 
meters, and is too insignificant to warrant any exertion on 
the part of the company to defeat the €reetion of works in 
the yard. I am satisfied, however, that Mr. Browu has 
uwiade a very extravagant estimate of the; cost af manufac- 
ture; but if his estimate be correct, the eStablishinent 
must be very badly constructed or badly managed, neither 
ef which dol believe to be the fact. £ believe the: works 
are as well constructed and as well managed as any gas 
works iu the country, that the secretary has made a great 
error in his estimate, aud that the actual cost of gas is far 
less than stated by him, 

Probably no-arti cle of manufacture affords a greater profit 
than gas; add this is evident fromthe fact that the stock 
of gas companies is seldom in market except upon the 
death of a stockholder, or when one meets with adversity 
to render a sale necessary. That the profits of this com- 
pany are enormous I have no doubt, for it is said that the 
capital stort is $900,000, and shat they, have expended 
over $800,000 fn tie construction, enlargement, and exten- 
sion of their works; this extra $300,000 and upwards, 
then, has been expended from the profits of the establigh- 
ment, While, at the same time, the dividends to stock- 
holders have ways been ten per cent. [believe it can 
searcely be said that 4 full and sufficient supply has ever 
been furnished the yard by the company. [During the past 
year much night-work fas beendone, and I lave heard 
many complaints of the insuffieiency of light. Under these 
circumstances Ido thot couceive that the company have 
apy, just cause of complaint if the Deparument ereeg its 
own works and manufacture its own gos, the company 


having failed to meet the teas le expectations based 
upon the alleged understanding referred to. 
Very respectfully, your ient servant, 
W..P, 5. SANGER, 
Engineer of Bureau, §:. 


Chief of Bureau of Yards 


Mr. PATTERSON. So much. respect to 
the past. It seems to me, sir, thata company 
which has enjoyed such golden opportunities for 
amassing wealth through sixteen years of neace 
should shave the sacrifices of this. time of war 

ith the Government and the peaple who are be- 
ginning to feel the burdens of taxation. 

It.is said the price,of goal, which in 1862 was 
$8, has now adyaneed to. 613 50, and that there 
should be a corresponding increase in the _— 
of gas, That does not follow, if ioe prota ere- 
tofore have been exorbitant, which I think has 
been clearly shown. But | haye some doubt as 


Rear Admiral Joszrn Sarr, 
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